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What a weekend 
for Welsh rugby! 

(See The OEM’s Back 
Page Comment) 


Time to take a closer look at lovely ... 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR 4^'^ Hi 



Mayor blasts chain stores ^ 
for not supporting town 


THE Mayor of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian^ Coun Nicola Thomas, has 
crticised chain stores in the town and 
demanded that they ‘‘...give something 
back to the community they are so keen 
to make their profits from”. 

She makes the attack in her column in 
today’s GEM (see page 3) and particularly sin¬ 
gles out stores such as Tesco, Spar, Nisa, Costa 
Coffee, WH Smith, Country Casuals, and 
Jaeger - stating that none of them has joined 
the Cowbridge Chamber of Trade. 

Coun Thomas’ criticisms were sparked when 
attended a meeting of the Chamber of 


\sh£ 


Trade, hoping to get financial support for the 
‘Cowbridge in Bloom’ organisation, which is 
short of members. 

However, she discovered that the chamber of 
trade was also looking to increase its member¬ 
ship. 

She directed her ire at big names who 
“...refuse to join, sit back, and reap the bene¬ 
fits.” 

Coun Thomas exempted Waitrose from her 
criticism, saying the store had “thrown them¬ 
selves into the community wholeheartedly and 
currently have signed up to take an active role 
on the Chamber of Trade committee.” ^ 


Cowbridge man heads 
to Nepal as volunteer 
in local schools project 
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School Holiday and Inset Days 
25th March - 12th April 
8.30am - 5.30pm (excludes Bank Holidays) 

Time Out @ Dexters offers Child-Led play. 
We try to get outside as much as possible and 
are big fans of messy play! (So don’t forget to 
pack a change of clothes!!) 

As well as getting mucky on the farm, 
your child can take part in ... 

Arts and Crafts - Sport - Cooking 
Role Play - Gardening - Water Play 
Sand Play - Computer Games 
Playing with Toys - Reading, writing 
and homework - and Lots more! 

Just bring a packed lunch 
and leave the rest to us! 

Everything we do within the club will be 
recorded in a journal which each child is given 
upon registration. 

10 years of quality childcare. 

Fully CSSIW registered - you can be sure your 
children are in the best possible care! 

Contact Stephen Lambert 
07528 879386 

or Angharad Sully-Williams 
07796 844880 

E: sunny-williams@hotmail.co.uk 



Dexters Farm, The Cowshed, 
Felindre Mill, Pencoed CF35 SHU 

Just two minutes from J35 of the M4. Follow signs for 
Harvester Pub and Travelodge. Go over hump back bridge 
and follow track to Dexters Farm! 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


A FORMER pupil 
at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School is heading 
off to Nepal for 
almost three 
months to do vol¬ 
untary work. 

Joe Hunt will leave 
for the isolated coun¬ 
try on the fringe of 
the Himalayas, as a 
member of a group of 
young people who will 
work in a variety of 
areas. 

Joe has been 
preparing to go into 
local schools and talk 
about HIV awareness, 
as the rate of HIV 
infections in the coun¬ 
try is very high. 

He said: “It is quite 
likely that we will 
doing some practical 
work as well, includ¬ 
ing building new 
classrooms.” 

Joe leaves next 
Tuesday, March 26, 
and has been busy 
fundraising for the 
trip. He needed to 
raise £1,500. 

He said: “I did a 
one-mile sponsored 
swim at the Vale 
Hotel, where I work at 
the moment. 

“Also, I had collec¬ 
tion boxes in the Red 
Fox, Penllyne, the 
Duke of Wellington, 
and in the Vale Hotel, 



Above: 

JOE HUNT is 
off to do voluntary 
work in Nepal. 

and family and 
friends also helped.” 

When The GEM 
spoke to Joe this 
week, he was close to 
his target, but dona¬ 
tions can still be made 
on 

www.justgiving. com!jo 
e-huntl 

When Joe returns 
in June, he will start 
an apprenticeship in 
engineering with 
British Airways. His 
first year will be in 
the Midlands, but he 
hopes to be able to 
complete the three 
year course closer to 
home, in Llantrisant. 


ELINORE’S CRUFTS TRIUMPH 


A 21-year-old Cowbridge 
student has been celebrat¬ 
ing a notable success at 
Crufts 2013, one of the 
world’s most prestigious 
canine events. 

Elinore Lewis (right) won 
first place in the breed class 
with her smooth coat chi¬ 
huahua Meurigelles 
Lovable Lennox. 

Elinore’s mother Pauline 
told The GEM: “There 
were more than 27,000 dogs 
entered this year and the 
road to Crufts involves a lot 
of commitment and dedica¬ 
tion, showing at both local 
‘open’ and championship 
shows.” 

Elinore has managed to 
combine showing dogs with 
a course at Swansea 
University. 

She is studying osteopa¬ 
thy and hopes to integrate 
animal osteopathy into her 
studies. 





Elinore: first prize in the breed class at Crufts 2013. 


Looking forward to Spring produce influenced menus at 

Game, 

U.YSWORDNIEY 

t * 



All beef and lamb products supplied 
by Pwllywrach Farm with 
Strawberry Fields of Cowbridge 
Saddlers of Penarth 
Glamorgan Beer Company 
completing their team of 
locally sourced produce suppliers 


EASTER SUNDAY 

Classic Came Roast 

Bookings 12.15 or 2.30pm 



Back by popular request... 

WINE & DINE NIGHT 

(Thursday, 2nd May) 

An evening hosted by wine sommelier Chris Rogers. 6 course dinner 
enhanced by six glasses of the ‘perfect vintage^ for each respective course. 
A delight for discerning diners at £50 per person. 

Booking advisable. 

A date for your diary - 
Beer, Cider, Music Festival 2013:28-30June. 

Find us on Facebook: carnearmsbeercidermusicfestival 

FOOD SERVED: 

Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 2.30pm; 6.30 - 9.30pm, Sundays 12 noon - 3pm 

01446 773553 

Bookings I Details I Menu: info@carnearms. co. uk 
Llysworney, COWBRIDGE CF71 7NQ. Visit www.carnearms.co.uk 



































































2 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www.twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, March 21st, 2013 


Cost of police 
commissioner 


[Y of 
ir read- 
may be 

unaware just how 
much our new 
Police Complaints 
Commissioner Alun 
Michael has built 
up his team. 

You would have 
thought that he would 
have been seeking to 
save money but his new 
staff list is totally unac¬ 
ceptable. 

On top of his job, 
with a salary of up to 
£100k, he has an assis¬ 
tant, a deputy and a 
chief of staff, plus a fur¬ 
ther ten members of 
staff. All this at what 
cost? 

I was recently 
approached by police 
officers in my town, 
complaining about the 
effects of cuts to the 
force and how they were 
struggling. Surely, 
instead of creating an 
empire, it would be 
much better to put 


resources onto the front¬ 
line? 

For the first time in 
my life, I refused to vote 
because I did not think it 
was right to politicise 
our police force. 

This latest news cer¬ 
tainly does not give me 
confidence in the new 
post. 

The creation of all 
these jobs for the boys 
and girls, is so wrong - 
when people are suffer¬ 
ing hardship. 

We got very little 
information during the 
elections, which was 
another reason I didn’t 
vote, but I cannot recall 
a mention of all these 
jobs to go with it. 

Finally, I wonder how 
many of these jobs will 
be given to his Labour 
Party friends.... money 
that would be better 
spent putting bobbies on 
the beat! 

Coun Richard Bertin, 
Barry, 

Independent, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 



Underwhelmed 
by board’s plans 


S someone 
who is vocal 
about the 
potential for Barry 
to be regenerated 
by heritage 
tourism, I couldn’t 
help but be under¬ 
whelmed by the 
plans released by 
the Barry 
Regeneration 
Board. 

Another cafe, a foun¬ 
tain and a bench will 
hardly encourage visitors 
to venture to Barry 
Island on a cold wet day. 

Still, we’ll see how 
long the fountain lasts 
before it goes the same 
way as other fountains 
that have been built in 
Barry. 

One thing I do, how¬ 
ever, welcome is the cre¬ 


ation of an events 
space’. 

As one of the organis¬ 
ers of last year’s popular 
‘Wartime Weekend’ 
community event, and 
the organiser of this 
year’s event on August 
31 -September 1,1 am 
well aware of the need 
for such a location. 

With the right infra¬ 
structure, there is no rea¬ 
son why Barry could not 
have an event every 
weekend throughout the 
season. 

I very much hope that 
the Regeneration Board 
engage with events 
organisers in Barry, 
rather than waste further 
much-needed regenera¬ 
tion money on expensive 
consultants. 

Ade Pitman, 

Wartime weekend 
organiser, Barry. 


DOG FOULING: 

‘Bag it and Bin if 

T here is (rightly) much public con¬ 
cern about dog fouling. As a dog 
owner myself, I often venture to 
Cosmeston Park, Penarth, for a relaxing 
walk, and note many owners dispose of 
their dogs’ mess in the correct way. 

However, I am now seeing bags being left hang¬ 
ing on branches or left on the ground. 

Surely it would make sense if the council sited 
bins along all nature trails with paths, for dog mess 
to be disposed of in a more environmentally-friend- 
ly way? 

D Gratton, Penarth. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
( 01446)710096 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS: 
NOT FIT FOR PURPOSE’ 


‘RSPCA IS NOT 
OPPOSED TO ALL 
JUMP RACING’ 


1 AM writing to 
inform you of 
my outrage 
about the handling 
of school admis¬ 
sions by the Vale 
Council. 

I, like many parents, 
applied for my child’s 
school place in January. 
I filled the form out 


T he council 
cabinet report 
on Barry 

Island presented to 
this week’s meeting, 
finally reveals yet 
another false dawn 
for Nell's Point. 

After all this time, 
consultants’ reports, the 
promise of a Barry 
Island master plan, the 
Barry Regeneration Area 
Partnership Board priori¬ 
ty of a substantial legacy 
project for Barry Island, 
press leaks and closed 
door meetings, the 
advice now given to the 
cabinet is not to follow 
the LDP/Collins 
approach. 

So it’s back to the 
Vale Council’s Plan A in 
dealing with complex 
issues - ‘To market the 
site to assess the level 
and type of interest that 
may exisf . 

Council initiatives for 


online and was told that 
by March 1, the decision 
would be emailed to us. 

The day came and 
went and around 12pm, I 
received an email stating 
that because of the 
online admissions hav¬ 
ing a technical fault, we 
would be told a week 
later on March 8. 

This would not have 


Barry Island have a poor 
track record in recent 
times. I’m thinking of 
the Barry Island Steam 
Railway, the demolition 
of the holiday camp, the 
priority of the second 
access road, the sale of 
valuable assets such as 
the overflow car park 
and Friars Point House, 
and the questionable 
£250,00() public spend 
on the Adidas gymnasi¬ 
um, coupled to propos¬ 
als in the past for a 
tourism university, holi¬ 
day park, eco-school and 
the latest, a Sea World 
type attraction, which 
have all been shelved. 

This council’s strategy 
of relying on the private 
sector, i.e. hoping that 
‘something will turn up’ 
has a Micawber-esque 
feel about it, so perhaps 
crossing all of our fin¬ 
gers, may also be help¬ 
ful. 

(Name and address 
supplied) 


been a problem, howev¬ 
er, some church schools 
that one applies to 
directly had already sent 
out their acceptance on 
March 1 and had given 
parents until March 8 to 
reply. 

If a parent turned 
down the church school, 
what if they then did 
not get the school they 
asked for? 

I called the council to 
express my anguish and 
was told there was noth¬ 
ing they could do. 

March 8 came and 
went, and still no word 
from the council. 

The letter finally 
came on March 9, a 
Saturday, when the 
offices are closed. 
Although I had opted for 

Potholes 

"nothing 

N April 19 
2012, The 
GEM car¬ 
ried a letter from 
Mr Sid Golding 
MBE of Sully, 
headed ^Fed up 
with the potholes\ 

History has a way, of 
course, of repeating 
itself. Mr Golding said 
that, regarding Beach 
Road, Sully: “It would 
be nice if the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
repaired the whole 
road...what they’ve done 
in the last nine years is 
fill in three or four pot¬ 
holes every year.” 

Well, Mr Golding, 
surprise, surprise, the 
same policy still applies 
today... 

Here in Aberystwyth 
Crescent, with the con¬ 
stant churning of our 
road surface during 
school term time - we 
have two schools adja- 


REFER to the 
recent GEM 
article by Tim 
Chapman, regard¬ 
ing the so- called 
‘transformation of 
Cambrian Park’. 

I lived on Cambrian 
Park during the 
‘upheaval’ and was one 
of the families that was 
evicted, as I was told 
that my home did not 
comply with the new 
Vale of Glamorgan site 
licence imposed on the 
park in 2002.1 lost 
everything. 

After selling my home 
in Cardiff, to purchase 


an email, I received a 
letter in the post. 

I was lucky and 
received the place I 
wanted for my son, but 
those who didn’t had no 
where to turn. 

In the letter, it asks 
you to assess the coun¬ 
cil’s handling of the 
admissions process. 

I would like to tell the 
council that the process 
is inefficient, not fit for 
purpose, and that they 
should not give dates 
they cannot keep. 

A little bit of care and 
consideration goes a 
long way when deciding 
the future of other peo¬ 
ple’s children. 

(Name and address 
supplied). 

problem: 

changes* 

cent in a crescent 200 
metres long - it is a cul- 
de-sac - so every parent 
dropping off/picking up 
has to execute a three 
point turn, twice a day. 

A few days ago, as a 
result of a complaint 
form I had posted to the 
council, and raised the 
issue again with one of 
our local councillors, Ian 
Johnson (Plaid Cymru) 
we had a visitation from 
‘yellow pen man’, mark¬ 
ing a few jobs to be 
done. 

Then along came two 
workmen, plugging a 
few holes, including the 
prize-winning deepest - 
but ludicrously over¬ 
looking yellow marks 
elsewhere - still there as 
a reminder of incompe¬ 
tence - outside number 
19. 

“Plus ca change; plus 
c ’est la meme chose” - 
nothing changes! 

Christopher Short 
Barry 


my home on Cambrian 
Park, and then to be told 
that I would have to 
leave there with nothing 
and be moved to social 
housing in Barry, was 
devastating. 

I am now out of pock¬ 
et by having to pay four 
times as much in rent as 
I was paying there. I 
owned my own home 
and now I have nothing. 

To hear that £4.5 mil¬ 
lion has been spent, is 
particularly galling as no 
compensation was paid 
to any of the previous 
residents to re-locate. 
(Name and address 
supplied). 


T he RSPCA 
would like to 
reassure your 
readers that, con¬ 
trary to Chris 
Herring’s letter 
(‘Stand up for your 
sport’, in The GEM, 
March 7), we do not 
want to “stop all 
jump racing”. 

The charity does, in 
fact, work closely with 
the British Horseracing 
Authority and Aintree, to 
try to ensure that any 
risks to horses are min¬ 
imised and that improve¬ 
ments are made where 
possible. 

Although we would 
still like to see a reduc¬ 
tion in the field (to pre¬ 
vent risks associated 
with ‘bunching up’ at 
jumps) and extra alter¬ 
ations to Becher’s 
Brook, we welcome the 
many changes to the 
Grand National 
announced by the BHA 
in September 2012 - 
including changing the 
cores of the fences to a 
more forgiving material. 

The RSPCA also 
works hard to improve 
the welfare of all horses. 
Our officers investigated 
more than 4,900 equine- 
related complaints in 
2012, taking in hundreds 
of unwanted and neg- 


I RECENTLY 
wrote to the 
managing direc¬ 
tor of Cardiff Bus, 
as a result of the 
bus stop changes 
introduced on the 
Penarth, Sully and 
Barry routes out of 
Cardiff. 

In essence, the rela¬ 
tively new popular stop 
at the rear of the Central 
Library (generally 
known as John Lewis), 
has been abandoned for 
traffic congestion rea¬ 
sons, and services now 
commence at The 
Philarmonic Hotel stop 
in lower St Mary Street. 

However, and not 
before time, a stop has at 
long last been introduced 
serving the Central Bus 


lected horses, ponies and 
donkeys. We work 
closely with horse wel¬ 
fare charities to promote 
responsible ownership, 
tackle unscrupulous 
dealers and to improve 
enforcement of the pass¬ 
port system. 

We use any donations 
given generously to the 
RSPCA to prevent suf¬ 
fering to animals, 
whether those animals 
are wild, domestic or 
farm animals. 

Therefore, the 
RSPCA is also con¬ 
cerned, contrary to Mr 
Herring’s beliefs, about 
religious slaughter, and 
is opposed to the slaugh¬ 
ter of any food animal 
without first rendering it 
insensible to pain and 
distress until death 
supervenes. 

This position is based 
on evidence from scien¬ 
tific research on the wel¬ 
fare of animals at the 
time of slaughter. 

The RSPCA continues 
to push for changes in 
the law to improve the 
welfare of farm animals 
at the time of slaughter, 
and for clearer food 
labelling, to show 
whether or not animals 
have been pre-stunned. 
Sophie Wilkinson, 
RSPCA Regional Media 
Manager. 


Station and Cardiff 
Central Rail Station at 
stop JQ outside the for¬ 
mer Astey’s building in 
Wood Street. 

This is very much a 
win-win for common- 
sense, and, more to the 
point, for passengers 
with heavy luggage who 
need to travel on to 
Penarth or Barry. 

You may also note 
the reference to further 
changes on these servic¬ 
es from July - possibly 
an ominous statement ? 

My interests lie in 
public transport as a for¬ 
mer member of the 
South-East Wales 
Transport Alliance, the 
local authority funded 
transportation consortia. 
Coun Anthony Ernest, 
Penarth. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 28) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

00.22 

7.2 

13.22 

7.0 

22 Fri 

02.02 

7.1 

14.49 

7.2 

23 Sat 

03.23 

7.6 

15.57 

7.8 

24 Sun 

04.14 

8.2 

16.41 

8.4 

25 Mon 

04.58 

8.8 

17.20 

8.9 

26 Tues 

05.34 

9.4 

17.59 

9.7 

27 Wed 

06.16 

9.8 

18.35 

9.9 

28 Thur 

06.54 

10.2 

19.13 

10.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


COUNCIL TAX 
HIKE DISGRACE 


I REFER to the 
recent GEM 
article where 
the Vale Council, 
tried to explain why 
council tax in the 
Vale has gone up by 
4.8 per cent. 

The council has one 
of the highest hikes in 
tax in the whole country. 

The people are 
already paying through 
the nose for gas, elec¬ 
tricity, petrol. 

It is my understanding 
that Coun Ian Johnson 
put forward a well-cost- 
ed amendment to this 
rise, which would have 
brought the increase 
down to 3 per cent; but 
this was rejected. 

Can anyone from the 
Vale explain why this 
was not accepted? How 
many Labour councillors 
have degrees in econom¬ 
ics? This 4.8 per cent 
increase will not stop 
any cuts. I know of sev¬ 
eral council employees 
who from this month are 


losing a large slice of 
their salaries, due to 
council cuts. 

I do understand that 
savings have to be made, 
but what savings are 
councillors making to 
their own salaries, 
allowances, expenses? 

If I remember rightly, 
last year the cost to us, 
the council taxpayer, 
was nearly £1 million. 
This did not include the 
chief executive’s salary. 

One other point of 
note, in fairness to the 
council, the protest com¬ 
ing from Alun Cairns 
and Jane Hutt is deafen¬ 
ing. 

They must share a lot 
of the blame for this. 

Ms Hutt’s Government, 
led by Labour and 
Carwyn Jones, was 
given almost £40million 
for the relief of council 
tax on the people of 
Wales - but Carwyn 
Jones in his wisdom 
used it for other things. 
DJ Radford, 

Barry. 


Barry Island: yet 
another false dawn 



Cambrian Park: 

I lost everything’ 



Win for commonsense 
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TIME FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES TO SUPPORT TOWN CHAMBER OF TRADE 

‘Traders, don’t leave 
all the work to a few!’ 


WELL, my time as Mayor of 
Cowbridge with Llanblethian is now 
winding down, as this week sees nomi¬ 
nations for the next Mayor and deputy 
Mayor at the full council meeting. 

Mayoral duties have not been too arduous this 
last fortnight, but even so, I have had to give 
apologies on two occasions, due to pressure of 
work, and Andrea being not too well. 

Despite this, I am not concerned, as both 
Andrea and myself have set about our task all 
year with total dedication. We have tried to 
attend virtually all we have been invited to. 

This is a very demanding schedule over 12 
months ,and we will both be looking forward to a 
well-earned rest after May 21. 

Nevertheless, I cannot stress enough, what a 
privilege it has been, and how much we have 
both enjoyed the experience. I hope that some¬ 
where along the way, we have done some good 
in promoting the town of Cowbridge and helping 
various organizations and community groups. 
Surprising lack 
of support 

I attended a meeting of the Cowbridge 
Chamber of Trade the other day, not in my 
capacity as Mayor, but as a representative of the 
Town Council on the Chamber of Trade. 

I attended with two hats on - that of the Town 
Council and as secretary of Cowbridge in Bloom, 

I had hoped to gain the help and support of the 
Chamber of Trade in keeping Cowbridge in 


Bloom going, particularly regarding the hanging 
baskets in the town. 

However, I was stunned and disappointed to 
learn that the Chamber of Trade are also strug¬ 
gling to maintain their membership numbers. 

We have such a wonderful, quaint market town 
and it amazed me that traders would not want to 
actively take part in a Chamber of Trade whose 
main aim is to invigorate the town, develop their 
businesses and promote the benefits available to 
both visitors and shoppers. 

The hard work they put into this task is evident 
to all, and I would urge all traders in the town - 
if you have not already joined the Chamber of 
Trade, please do so... 

It seems very unfair to expect a select few to 
give of their time, and employ extra staff to facil¬ 
itate this, while other traders refuse to join, just 
sit back, and reap the benefits. 

It seems so much more logical that all the town 
traders join the Chamber and share the chal¬ 
lenges they face. 

Interestingly, I am led to believe, it is the 
smaller businesses that join up, while the large 
chain shops take a back seat and feed off their 
enthusiasm. 

It is high time that Tesco’s, Spar, Nisa , Costa 
Coffee shop, WH Smith, Country Casuals, 

Jaeger and any other large chain shops I may 
have missed, all played their part on the 
Chamber of Trade - and give something back to 
the community they are so keen to make their 
profits from. 


They should take a leaf out of Waitrose’s book, 
who have thrown themselves into the community 
wholeheartedly and currently have signed up to 
take an active role on the Chamber of Trade 
committee. 

They are giving something back to those who 
support them. Well done, Waitrose, and come on, 
the rest of you! 

May Day 
celebrations 

Talking of community spirit, I for one am feel¬ 
ing really excited at the prospect of the coming 
May Day celebrations being organized for the 
town by the Cowbridge and Llantwit Major 
Lions Club. 

Having been very much a part of the 
Cowbridge Carnival in the 1960s, and remember¬ 
ing the wonderful times had by all, I think the 
Lions Club are to be commended for their efforts 
in rejuvenating such a wonderful community 
event. 

Andrea and I look forward to meeting lots of 
you on the day - so if you see us passing, do 
stop and introduce yourselves. It will be a 
delightful end to our mayoral year to meet and 
greet the GEM readers I have been talking to all 
year. 

Twinning 
exhange visit 

Cowbridge Town Twinning Association has 
just hosted its annual AGM meeting, and a 
change of officers bodes well for a new and fresh 



by Court Nicola 
Thomas, Mayor 
of Cowbridge 
with 

Llanblethian. 


start to their year. 

Andrea and I have 
booked to join them 
for the first time on 
their annual exchange 
visit to Clisson,, but 
not until after our 
mayoral duties have 
come to an end. 

It will be a nice 
change and some¬ 
thing to look forward 
to. The annual hog 
roast and other fund 

raising functions are also planned for the coming 
months. So, if you are not already a member, 
why not contact the new secretary, Brenda 
Grove, on brendagrovel@me.com, and sign up 
to join in the fun. 

Legion 

stalwarts 

Another stalwart and hard working committee is 
that of the British Legion, and we were thrilled to 
join one of their monthly bingo evenings. 

. Having not a clue what we were letting our¬ 
selves in for, we went along to find the Lesser 
Hall full of warm, friendly, welcoming and very 
open and jolly players. 

The competition was fierce but full of fun and 
we had a ball! 

Under the keen eye of the chairman of the 
Cowbridge British Legion branch, the evening 
was extremely well organized. 



ABOVE: 

Alun Cairns draws inspiration from 
Norman Tebbit and gets on his bike! 


COWBRIDGE 
Cubs recently staged 
their own 

‘marathon’- to help 
raise money for 
Comic Relief. 

They were joined by 
MP Alun Cairns joined 
in the morning activities 
at the Scout Hall in 
Cowbridge, which saw 
Cubs, parents and vol¬ 
unteers completing a 
marathon by either run¬ 
ning, rowing a cycling a 
part of the 26 miles. 

The Cubs ran a cake 
sale and they also took 


Cubs make 
charity bid 


Speaker tells of 
Bonvilston’s history 


ST NICHOLAS 
WI’s March meet¬ 
ing opened with a 
presentation by Mr 
Paul Fisher on the 
history of 
Bonvilston. 

With many of our 
members living there, it 
was of great interest. 

Mr Fisher’s project is 
ongoing and the results 
of his research eventual¬ 
ly will be housed in St 
Mary’s Church, 
Bonvilston. 

He was able to share 


his passion for local his¬ 
tory with us, showing 
maps and photographs 
and some 19th Century 
watercolours of the area. 

Refreshments and 
federation news fol¬ 
lowed, and a discussion 
on a destination for the 
summer outing. 

The next meeting 
takes place in St 
Nicholas Village Hall on 
April 4 at 7pm, when 
the talk will be on can¬ 
cer research. We wel¬ 
come new members. 

WL 


WI hears positive 
feedback on 


Cowbridge 

^marathon^ 


to the High Street as 
well as local football 
pitches to collect dona¬ 
tions from players and 
parents and shoppers in 
Cowbridge to collect 
donations to help raise 
money for Comic Relief 
Red Nose day. 

The MP reported: “I 
thought it was a fantas¬ 
tic idea to stage a 
marathon - where every 
Cub got the chance to 
complete a part of the 
marathon. Comic Relief 
Red Nose is a great 
charity, and the Cubs all 
worked really hard to 
set up the whole 
fundraising day. 

“I enjoyed helping 
out on the cycle 
machine, which of 
course was good train¬ 
ing for me as I prepare 
to run the London 
marathon again this 
April for local Vale 
charities.” 


Bobath 

T he March 
meeting at St 
Hilary WI 
was held in dis¬ 
tinctly wintery 
weather, although 
four members had 
braved it to take 
part in the 
Federation Walk at 
Margam in the 
morning. 

A cordial welcome 
was offered to three 
members from 
Llanblethian WI, who 
were passing on the 
Federation 90th anniver¬ 
sary yearbook. 

It will be a perfect 
snapshot of the 
Federation when it has 
completed its journey. 

The speaker was Nia 
Richards, one of the 
community fundraising 
coordinators from 
Bobath Wales, a regis¬ 
tered charity. This is a 
Children’s Therapy 
Centre for children with 
cerebral palsy, based in 
Cardiff. 

The name ‘Bobath’ 
comes from its 
founders, the surname 
of a man and wife who 
set up a centre in 
London, giving occupa¬ 
tional therapy, physio¬ 
therapy and speech and 
language therapy to 
children in Wales, 
England and Scotland. 

Parents in Wales 
decided to raise funds 
for a centre and their 
dream was achieved 21 
years ago. 

Nia explained that 
their therapists always 
concentrated on the pos¬ 
itive side of a child’s 


Cymru 

capabilities, not their 
negative. 

Cerebral palsy is a 
much more common 
condition than is 
realised and Bobath 
Cymru aims to make 
parents aware of the 
support and care avail¬ 
able to them. 

Intrepid walkers 
signed up for the next 
round of the 90th 
anniversary walks. St 
Hilary WI 81st birthday 
lunch was held at the 
Bush Inn, St Hilary, and 
was pronounced a suc¬ 
cess by all and members 
are looking forward to 
the coffee morning to be 
held on April 16. 

Two members will be 
going to the 
Earthworms talk in 
Cardiff in May and 
numbers were needed 
for the Link meeting in 
June and the carol serv¬ 
ice in St David’s Hall. 

The competition for 
an item of glass was 
won by Mrs Olive 
Lewis. 

Members were 
reminded that in April, 
the meeting would 
revert to 7pm, when Mrs 
Yvonne Rees would 
speak on ‘My Mother 
was a Maid, My Dad a 
Butler’. Visitors and 
new members wel¬ 
comed. SD 


Zumbathon 

THE public are being invited to a Zumbathon at 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre on March 23 from 
1pm to 3pm to help hundreds of children with 
disabilities. Support Y Bont, tickets £5 at the 
door. 

For further information, call 07724990310, 
or Cowbridge Leisure Centre (01446 403000). 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MAKY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd*’, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Planning 

approval 

DESPITE a great deal 
of opposition from the 
local community, the 
proposed development 
of the former garden 
centre at Eferm Goch, 
Llangan, has been 
approved by the Vale 
Council. 

I understand 40 houses 
will be built on the site. 

Residents of Fferm 
Goch and adjoining 
properties are concerned 
about the extra traffic 
emerging from the site 
onto the very busy Pentre 
Meurig-Pencoed Road. 

Have the developers 

Bridge 


considered the children 
and the distance they will 
need to travel to school, 
as our local Llangan 
School is now full to 
capacity? 

Easter fayre 

GO along to the Treoes 
community hall on 
March 23 between 
12pm-2.30pm where 
there will be a variety of 
stalls with refresh¬ 
ments, handmade jew¬ 
ellery and crafts. 

The fayre is in aid of 
the Goedegacht Trust 
based in South Africa, 
and will benefit under- 
priviledged people. 

results 


VALE of Glamorgan bridge club results, 
Monday, March 11 (19 pairs): 


1st. Mary Moore & Tony Disley 63.35%; 2nd. 
Alan Lewis & Terry Evans 63.28%; 3rd. Phil Bowers 
& Cherry Cadwallader 56.53%; 4th. Sara Bartlett 
& Helen Barrie 54.43%; 5th. Margaret Bancroft & 
Barbara Easterbrook 54.26%; 6th. Glyn Williams & 
Steve Burgoyne 53.91%; 7th. Pat & Brian Swain 


53.13%. 


Please note that this year’s AGM is being held on 
Monday, April 8 at 7pm prompt. BS 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 



DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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ST DAVID’S PHOTOGRAPHY 
CELEBRATES WELSH CULTURE 



PHOTOGRAPHS by MIKE WILCOCK 



ABOVE: 

Celebrating Welsh 
culture though the 
medium of a 
photography 
competition - 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
pupils are pictured 
at Waitrose. 


Easter fair in Treoes 


A PUPIL from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School is 
organising an Easter Fair this 
Saturday, March 23, 
12pm-2pm, in Treoes Village 
Hall. 

A number of pupils in the school are 
fundraising to join a trip to South 
Africa in the summer holidays, where 


pupils will be doing voluntary work for 
the Goedegacht Trust - an educational 
trust with long-standing links to the 
school. 

Jessica Jacques is organising the 
fair, and she told The GEM: “We will 
be working on the trust’s farm, teach¬ 
ing local children how to plant olive 
trees, so that they can develop an olive 
oil business.” 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 





*®*APPllllllCtSI 
COOIIWIIK CflmiE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING MARCH 

Only with this voucher 


i DISCOUNTS FOR THE I 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 
ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


’ TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • I 


AS part of our St 
David's Day celebra¬ 
tions in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School, the Welsh and 
Art Departments held 
a photography com¬ 
petition to celebrate 
the Welsh language 
and culture in the 
area. 

The theme of this 
competition was 
‘Cymraeg yn yr 
ArdalAVelsh in the Area’ 
with the aim of high¬ 
lighting and celebrating 
all the different ways the 
Welsh language and cul¬ 
ture are evident in our 
community. 

The promotion and 
celebration of the lan¬ 
guage and culture is very 
important to us in 
school. 

We always encourage 
our pupils to use Welsh 
in the area and turn to 
the good examples set 
by local companies such 
as Waitrose, who pro¬ 
mote and use the lan¬ 
guage in their business. 

Places such as 
Waitrose make it possi¬ 
ble for our pupils to 
develop their cultural 
and linguistic identity 
and provide opportuni¬ 
ties outside the class¬ 
room to use Welsh. 

Hundreds of pupils 
entered this competition, 
and we had some amaz¬ 
ing images - many of 
which can be seen on the 
Welsh Department's blog 
www.cymraegybont- 
faen.blogspot.co.uk. 

Ben Morgan 

Cowbridge 
in Welsh 
top 10 

LAST weekend, a 
national newspaper 
confirmed what 
many people in 
Cowbridge already 
believe - that 
Cowbridge is one of 
the best places to 
live in the UK! 

In fact, it was includ¬ 
ed in the top 10 for 
Wales, along with these 
other nine: Crickhowell; 
Narberth; Penarth; 
Laugharne; Abersoch; 
Abergavenny; Cardigan; 
Hawarden; and Lisvane 
in Cardiff 

Cowbridge took its 
place in the Sunday 
Times ‘Best Places to 
Live ’ section, which is 
edited by its associate 
editor and regular 
broadcaster Eleanor 
Mills. 

As author of the 
‘Beyond the Brochure ’ 
property column she has 
visited every corner of 
the country to assess the 
pros and cons of relocat¬ 
ing. She said: 
“Scampering around 
Britain for my column, I 
find there are particular 
bits of our crowded 
island which always 
retain a particular 
attraction for people. 

“We have built on this 
basic information to cre¬ 
ate a definitive guide. 

The Sunday Times ’ ‘Best 
Places to Live ’ will 
prove invaluable for 
anyone starting a family, 
retiring, or simply con¬ 
sidering a move. ” 


A little corner of 
Llangan that will 
forever be theirs 




PUPILS at Llangan 
Primary School 
have been busy 
planting over 160 
native tree and 
hedgerow saplings 
in an area of their 
new car park. 

The Woodland Trust 
donated the saplings 
and on a cold and windy 
morning, pupils and 
parents from years three 
and four, with the 
school’s gardening 
club, worked tirelessly 
to complete the event. 

The pupils were 
given a demonstration 
on tree planting by an 
expert gardener and 
parent, Mr Gareth 
Esplin, and the chil¬ 
dren’s enthusiasm and 
dedication was amazing 
while planting trees 
with their parents and 
grandparents, knowing 
that there will always be 
a part of Llangan 
Primary School forever 
theirs. 

Every pupil took 
ownership of a sapling 
with their name, date of 
planting and type of 


tree, using a wooden 
spoon. 

There were also some 
very special saplings to 
plant - two oaks that 
had been presented by 
the Queen from royal 
estates, in celebration of 
the Diamond Jubilee. 

“We are hoping that 
this small copse will go 
a long way to improv¬ 
ing and extending our 


outdoor environment at 
Llangan Primary 
School. 

“The headteacher, Mr 
Williams, would like to 
extend his thanks to 
those parents and 
grandparents who sup¬ 
ported this event, shared 
their expertise and 
braved the windy and 
cold conditions”, a 
spokeswoman said. 


Sophie (17) is a 
top cake maker! 


BAKING enthusi¬ 
ast 17-year-old 
Sophie Johnson, 
from Llantwit 
Major, proved a 
top-tier cake 
maker - after being 
named Wales’ win¬ 
ner in a national 
baking competi¬ 
tion. 

Thanks to public sup¬ 
port for her recipe for 
coffee and walnut 
sponge cake in the Bupa 
Bake-Off competition, 
Sophie won through to 
the national final today 
(Thursday, March 21), 
when she will go head- 
to-head with winners 
from five other heats 
from across Great 
Britain. 

Taking place at the 
Seasoned Cookery 
School on Catton Hall 
Estate in South 
Derbyshire, the live 
final sees winners from 
the six heats preparing 
their recipes from 
scratch - watched over 
by the judging panel, 
which will be headed by 


well-known TV baker 
Brendan Lynch. 

The overall winner 
will be named the Bupa 
Bake Off champion and 
their recipe will become 
the official ‘sweet bake’ 
for Communi-tea Week 
(April 15-21), when 
Bupa’s 300 care homes 
bring elderly people 
together at tea-themed 
events every year. 

Having launched 
back in February, over 
the last three weeks the 
Bupa Bake-Off compe¬ 
tition has attracted 
entries from the best of 
home bakers, whose 
recipes ranged from 
cupcakes and buns to 
sweet loaves and 
sponges. Sophie’s recipe 
for coffee and walnut 
cake won through with 
46 per cent of the vote 
in Wales, supported by 
staff and fellow pupils 
at Llantwit Major 
School, where she’s cur¬ 
rently studying for her 
A-Levels. 

Baking really does 
run in the family for 
Sophie, who first learnt 
with her nan and has 


helped out on Saturdays 
on her aunt’s Welsh 
cake stall in Bridgend 
for the last four years. 

Sophie commented: 

“I love the fact that we 
all bake together and 
have recipes that we 
share - it’s the family 
Welsh cake recipe that 
my aunt and I make for 
the stall, and I always 
like to help my nan out 
if she’s making cakes 
for her church. 

“Spending time 
together baking is really 
special. I just hope that 
I can make them all 
proud when it comes to 
baking at the Bupa 
Bake-Off final!” 

Brendan Lynch said: 
“Having been on the 
other side of the judging 
process, I know how 
nerve-wracking it can 
be - but if our finalists 
can stay calm and try to 
enjoy themselves during 
the final, they all have a 
great shot at winning 
the overall title. And I 
can’t wait to try all their 
recipes on the day!” 
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Pirates 

vampires 

Gangsta 


, elves, 
and even 
Granny! 



THE English 
Department at 
Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive 
School celebrated 
World Book Day 
when Year-7 were 
invited to take part 
in a readathon and 
fancy dress compe¬ 
tition! 

A fantastic array of 
characters arrived at 
school that morning: 
pirates, elves, vampires, 
a Pokemon, a character 
from Little House on 
the Prairie, and even 
‘Gangsta Granny’! 

Staff also enjoyed 
the opportunity to get 
into character as ‘Lucy’ 
from Peanuts, Draco 
Malfoy {Harry Potter), 
Effie Trinket {The 



Hunger Games) and 
The Queen of Hearts! 

Judges were faced 
with some difficult deci¬ 
sions when it came to 
selecting the winners. 
After much deliberating 


the prizes were awarded 
as follows: 

3rd prize - Jay den 
Rees (a Mario Brother); 

2nd prize - Isabelle 
Richards (Captain Jack 
Sparrow); 


1st prize - Fraser 
Prior (Gangsta Granny). 

Pupils also brought 
their favourite books to 
school and discussed 
them. 


^We're all one pay cheque away 

frOin a crisis^ -Vale Food Bank warning 


AT the March 
meeting of 
Colwinston WI, 
David Schuster 
from the Vale Food 
Bank, gave an illus¬ 
trated talk about 
the work of this 
organisation. 

The Barry Food Bank 
opened in September 
2011 and since then has 
fed 2878 people. 

They were expecting 
to feed 700 in their first 
year so that figure has 
been quadrupled. 

The facts and figures 
are fascinating, but 
frightening. 

He said: “We are all a 
pay cheque away from a 
crisis!” 

The criteria for having 
food parcels is crisis - 
such as when people 
have had benefits cut or 
stopped; debt crisis: 

‘Will I pay the rent or 
put food on the table for 
my children?’; redun¬ 
dancy etc. 

Various agencies. 
Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Churches, Doctors, 

Social Workers, give a 
voucher to the needy 
person or family and that 
is taken to the local food 
bank where it is 
exchanged for a food 
parcel. 

There are lists of food 




T 


for one person, two peo¬ 
ple and families and the 
food can be supplied 
three times in six 
months. 

Sometimes this is 
three times in three 
weeks, or three in one 
month - depending on 
the crisis. 

There is a cafe in the 
hall where everyone is 
greeted and offered free 
tea and coffee. 

Although it is a 
church-based organisa¬ 
tion operated through the 
Trussle Trust, no reli¬ 
gious affiliation is neces¬ 
sary for volunteers or 
clients, although prayers 
are offered if needed. 

The Food Bank was 
started in Salisbury by a 
couple who were collect¬ 
ing on the street for 


Rumania. A lady asked 
them how she could 
help them when she 
could not afford to put 
food on the table for her 
own children? 

This couple took her 
to the local supermarket 
and bought food for her. 
This was the start of 
Food Bank and a trust 
was set up to run them. 
There are 20 in Wales 
alone, so multiply the 
figures above by 20 and 
approximately 56,000 
people have been helped 
in their time of crisis. 

All the members 
brought a bag of goods 
and David went back to 
Barry with a boot and a 
back seat full. 

He thanked everyone 
for their contributions. 


ABOVE: David Schuster 
with WI 
members. 


‘Enough Food’ 
campaigners 
lobby their MP 

TWO people from Cowbridge met their 
MP in Cowbridge recently as part of the 
‘Enough Food for Everyone IF’ campaign 

The campaign hit its high point on Tuesday when 
dozens of members, all wearing George Osborne 
masks, were photographed outside the House of 
Commons and also the Senedd. 

Rhodri Griffiths and Caitlin Campbell are sup¬ 
porters of the campaign, a coalition of more than 
100 organisations, working to demand changes to 
the food system that will benefit hungry people. 

MPs including Alun Cairns are being asked to 
write to the Prime Minister, David Cameron, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, to 
ensure they keep their promises on aid to poor coun¬ 
tries and crack down on tax dodging by big compa¬ 
nies, which costs poor countries three times the 
amount they receive in UK aid. 

Rhodri Griffiths said: “I’m very pleased that Alun 
Cairns MP was supportive of the campaign and has 
raised the issue with the Prime Minister to ensure 
that the UK plays its role in ending global hunger.” 


LLANHARRY FESTIVAL 

May the 4th 
he with you! 


THE Llanharry & 
Tylagarw Community 
Association is busy 
making preparations 
for its May Day week¬ 
end event. 

It’s entitled ‘May the 
4th be with you’ and 
they are promising 
something for everyone. 

Headlining the event 
with a day of live music 
are two local bands. 
‘Lick of the Python’, 
one of south Wales lead¬ 
ing rock bands and the 
popular‘PH project’, in 
support, playing a vari¬ 
ety of music to suit all 
tastes. 

There is going to be a 
custom and classic car 
show and an art display 
of more than 180 pic¬ 
tures to show off local 
young art talent. 

The local primary 
school is holding a 5-a 
side tournament for the 
children in the morning, 
with the kick off at 10 
am, with local youth 
teams to play later. 

A professional graffiti 
artist will work a group 
of local children, who 
will demonstrate their 
skills on the local youth 
shelter. 

There will be a 
Zumba and line dancing 
display on the day, and 
inflatables and a rodeo 
bull for the more active. 

There will also be 
beverages, burgers and a 
beer tent, face painting, 
a craft fayre and stalls, 
and a car boot sale. 

A spokesman for the 
association said: “This 
event will entertain the 


whole family. 

“We are hoping that it 
will raise the money 
needed for future free 
events we hope to put on 
for Llanharry, Tylagarw 
and surrounding vil¬ 
lages. 

“The events depend 
not only on the support 
they get from the com¬ 
munity but on the volun¬ 
teers that help out at 
these events. 

“The association 
would like to ask for 
volunteers to help out. 

“If anyone would like 
to donate raffle prizes, 
please get in touch. 

“The association would 
also like to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
the previous sponsors, 
donators and volunteers 
to the association, many 
of them local residents 
and businesses. 

“We are hoping that 
these events will bring 
communities closer 
together, provide much 
needed free entertain¬ 
ment and activities to the 
area and give the local 
families a day to remem¬ 
ber.” 

The Llanharry 
Festival is on Saturday, 
May 4, 10am until late 
at Llanharry playing 
fields. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 07548 
154715 or post a mes¬ 
sage on Llanharry & 
Tylagarw Community 
Association Facebook. 

Car boot traders 
should contact Peggy on 
01443 229474. 

Nigel Pittard. 


ANNUAL ED EVANS WALK 

Trek the Vale for brain 
tumour awareness 


THE annual Ed Evans Walk 
will take place on Easter 
Monday, April 1, starting from 
The Plough & Harrow in 
Monknash. 

The Ed Evans Eoundation was 
started by Ed in 2006 after being 
diagnosed with a brain tumour. 
Unfortunately, he lost his battle on 
October 6,2007, at the age of just 27. 

It was Ed's wish that his family 
and friends continued the work of 
the foundation. 


The foundation’s main aim is to 
raise money for Cancer Research 
Wales and Brain Tumour research. 
The foundation also raises money 
for local worthy causes. 

The walk is a way to remember 
Ed and has become a popular local 
event over the last five years. 

Details and sponsor forms are 
available at www.edevansfounda- 
tion.co.uk (or telephone 01656 
890217for more details). 


Father George 
takes up his 
post as rural 
parish priest 


A new parish priest 
has recently taken 
up his post in 
Cowbridge and 
Llantwit. 

The Catholic Parish of 
Our Lady and St Illtyd 
and St Cadoc, welcomed 
Father George 

Areekuzhy CMI, as 
their new parish priest. 

After two years in 
Bridgend and seven 
years in Newport, Father 
George came to replace 
Father Edmund Neizer, 
his former colleague in 
Newport, who has 
moved to a trio of parish¬ 
es in the Valleys. 

Father George was 
brought up in Kerala, 
India, and completed his 
training for the priest¬ 
hood as a member of the 
Carmelites of Mary 
Immaculate. 

This is the first 
indigenous religious 
congregation in The 
Catholic Church of India 






Father George 
Areekuzhy. 
and, from its inception in 
1831, it focussed on tak¬ 
ing care of the poor and 
in educating young peo¬ 
ple. 

He served as a head¬ 
teacher in a missionary 
diocese in Northern 
India before coming to 
Wales in 2004. 

Newly arrived in the 
parish, he was delighted 
to find he shared the 
name George with 
Cardinal Jorge 

Bergoglio, just elected 
as Pope Francis! RS 


PONT FAEN 
PROBUS CLUB 


THE Pont Faen 
Probus club held its 
AGM in February 
when the following 
officers were elected: 
president David 
Crompton; vice presi¬ 
dent Brian Kent; sec¬ 
retary Colin Wilson; 
speaker secretary John 
Lowe, and treasurer 
Alan Richards. 


Thanks went to the 
retiring secretary, 
Ceredigion Lewis, for 
his many years in the 
role. 

The club meets a the 
Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge on the third 
Tuesday of the month 
at 10.30am. Visitors 
and potential new 
members are welcome. 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Hockey team fight it out in finals 



THE senior hockey 
squad travelled on 
Monday, March 4 
to Llanheris, north 
Wales, to take part 
in the Welsh 
Schools Hockey 
Finals, comprising 
of seven other 
teams from differ¬ 
ent regions in 
Wales. 

The first game was 
against Croesyceiliog; 
the teams were very 
evenly matched in the 
first half with our girls 
both defending and hav¬ 
ing the opportunity to 
attack their goal. 

Croesyceiliog took 
the lead scoring a goal 
just before half time. 
The girls settled in the 
second half playing well 
and holding the opposi¬ 
tion at bay, then with 
one minute remaining 
Katie Howson broke 
through their defence 
setting up a lovely shot 
which Romy Killick hit 
in. 

A very exciting end 
to the game, final score 
1 - 1 . 

Our second pool 
game was against 
Brynhyfryd; again the 
teams were evenly 
matched and the stan¬ 
dard of play from both 
teams was excellent. 

Laura Howells stood 
out in defence for us, 
stopping several attack¬ 
ing plays. Both Elbe 
and Izzy Williams car¬ 
ried the ball well pass¬ 
ing up to Rachel 
Bradshaw and Katie 
Howson. 

This game was a 
repeat of our first with 
the score 1-0 against us 
at half time. We then 
scored in the second 
half, Katie Howson 
again setting up a shot 
for Romy Killick to hit 
in. Final score 1-1. 

Our last game against 
Christ College Brecon 
was always going to be 
tough and we faced the 
challenge head on. We 


lost the game 3-0 but 
the girls played really 
well, our younger mem¬ 
bers of the squad 
improving as the game 
went on. 

We finished joint 
third in our pool with 
Brynhyfryd, Christ 
College Brecon and 
Croesyceiliog going 
through to the semi 
finals. 

The girls were 
blessed with wonderful 
sunny weather and the 
stunning setting of the 
Snowdonia National 
Park. They all gained a 
valuable experience 
playing hockey at this 
level and our year 10 
and 11 players will 
meet next season with 
more maturity. 

We said goodbye to 
five year 13 girls who 
have played for 
Cowbridge since year 7; 
thank you for your com¬ 
mitment to Cowbridge 
and we wish you well in 
your university hockey 
teams. 

Congratulations to 
7.2 who won the year 
7 hockey inter-form 
competition! 

GYMNASTICS 

Cowbridge entered a 
under-14s girls team 
and under-14s mixed 
team in the Welsh 
Schools Floor and 
Vault final in Sophia 
Gardens on Friday, 
February 22. 

The girls team came 
second with a score of 
112.80. The under-14s 
mixed team came third 
with a score of 107.35. 

Cowbridge also 
entered Tirion Evans 
and Megan Hodgson in 
the under-14s girls 
sports Aero competition 
for the first time. The 
girls came 4th. 

Well done to all who 
took part. 

NETBALL 
Congratulations to 
the year 9 netball 
team who have 
become the Vale 
Netball 


Penllyn bridge 

PENLLYN Bridge Club results for 
February were as follows: 

Thursday, February 7, 19 pairs - first: Marion & 
David Stephenson 62.4%; second: Ann Richards & 
Allan Evans 61.25%; third: Mary & Keith Price 
59.06%. 

Thursday, February 14, 20 pairs - first: Marion & 
David Stephenson 63.98%; second: Gwenyth & 
Alban Wilde 61.11%; third: Barbara Easterbrook 
& Marian East 56.51%. 

Thursday, February 21, 17 pairs - first: Catherine 
Domican & John Hunter 65.26%; second: Judith & 
Colin Nunn 63.21%; third: Brian Tucker & Mike 
Baron 58.77%. 

Thursday, February 28, Robert Brown Cup, 21 
pairs - first: Mary & Keith Price 59.6%; second: 
Sally Casey & Myrtle Hansard 57.78%; third: 

Colin Easterbrook & Viv Roberts 57.75%. 

CN 


Champions. 

After a very success¬ 
ful season, involving 
eight wins and only one 
loss, they beat St 
Richard Gwyn 19-4 and 
Llantwit 17-0 in the 
Vale finals, held at 
Cowbridge on 
Wednesday March 6. 

As a team, the girls 
won the year 8 Vale 
Championships last sea¬ 
son and were keen to 
retain their title into 
year 9. 

The team, consisting 
of Lucy Housley, Olivia 
Jones, Jemma Viney, 
Maya Bell, Sashini 
Jayasinghe, Bethan 
Swallow, Ffion Vickers, 
Annie Lloyd and 
Emma, did not disap¬ 
point! 

Well done to all the 
girls and we look for¬ 
ward to further success 
as the girls move into 
year 10 next year. 

Players of the match: 
Maya Bell and Ffion 
Vickers. 

The year 7 netball 
team played in the 
first round of the 
Cardiff and Vale tour¬ 
nament on Thursday, 
March 7. 

We hosted the pool 
rounds and were drawn 
against Radyr, St 
Richard Gwyn and 
Plasmawr. 

Cowbridge played St 
Richard Gwyn first and 
got off to an excellent 
start with outstanding 
shooting from Jordan 
Meek at GA and Sophie 
Rees at GS. 

Solid support play 
from Emily Jenkins, 
Megan Hodgson, Meriel 
Clode and Tirion Evans 
in centre court enabled 
the Cowbridge team to 
keep possession in 
attack and secure an 8-1 
win. 

In the second game, 
Cowbridge faced Radyr 
and our defence were 
tested from the first 
centre pass. Elin 
Swallow at GD and 
Sarah Jones at GK 
made some outstanding 
interceptions to keep 
Cowbridge in con¬ 
tention and enabled the 
ball to be brought down 
the court efficiently to 
the attackers. 

Cowbridge played 
excellently as a team 
and secured another 
solid 6-0 win. 

We then played 
Plasmawr in the final 
and there was all to play 
for as the winning team 
would qualify for the 
county finals on 
Monday, March 11 in 
Talybont. 

Cowbridge started 
well, with Elin Swallow 
intercepting off 
Plasmawr’s first centre 
pass to score the first 
goal of the match. 


Cowbridge continued to 
make an impact and led 
5-0. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge remained 
composed and dominant 
and worked tirelessly to 
reach a final score of 9- 
0. A brilliant team per¬ 
formance and now we 
head to the Cardiff and 
Vale County finals; 
good luck to the girls! 

Players of the match: 
Jordan Meek and Elin 
Swallow. 

RUGBY 
On February 9, the 
Cowbridge year 8 
rugby played Wirral 
Grammar School, in a 
friendly fixture. 

This is a tradition 
which has been going 
on for 20 years, where 
the Liverpool school are 
hosted by the pupils of 
Cowbridge, and they 
spend the weekend with 
them. 

The pupils have a 
fantastic time, going to 
watch Cardiff Blues on 
the Friday night, having 
a guided tour of the 
Millennium Stadium on 
the Saturday, and then 
watching Wales at 
Cowbridge RFC in the 
afternoon. 

The game was a very 
tight affair, both teams 
produced some excel¬ 
lent displays of defence, 
neither wanting to lose 
to their friends for the 
weekend, but enemies 
for the match. 

Cowbridge opened 
the scoring with an 
excellent try from Tom 
Williams, but the Wirral 
quickly returned with a 
try of their own. The 
standard of rugby on 
show was outstanding. 

The backs were 
demonstrating their ease 
on the ball, whereas the 
forwards were showing 
the physicality and abil¬ 
ity to produce quick 
ball, and make their 
backs life a whole lot 
easier. 

The game continued 
in the same vein for the 
entire match! The 
teams were not separat¬ 
ed by more than 7 
points until the 55th 
minute. 

Towards the end of 
the game, Cowbridge 
were starting to get the 
rub of the green, and 
their forwards were 
starting to make good 
yardage around the 
rucks. Tom Williams 
scored another superb 
try, which pushed the 
score just out of reach 
for the Wirral. 

The game finished 
28-19, and Cowbridge 
had won! 

The weekend was a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
for both schools, and I 
would like to thank the 
magnificent parents 



tuck. Cowbridge scored 
two quick tries in the 
first two minutes, one 
by Oliver Rowbottom 
and another by Jac 
Roberts. The score was 
now looking good from 
a Cowbridge perspec¬ 
tive, but this was short¬ 
lived. 

Bro Morgannwg, 
through their lightning 
fast wing, ran in two 
tries from their own 
half, making the score 
39 - 28 and it brought 
about a tense finish. 
Cowbridge. now start- 


ing to dominate around 
the ruck area, were 
retaining possession for 
long periods of time, 
and were finally looking 
good for the victory. 

To make sure of this. 
Will Davies ran in the 
last try of the match, 
with a superb spin and 
dive for the line. The 
match finished 46 - 28, 
and Cowbridge were in 
the final; well done 
boys! 

Players of the match: 
Bevan Howells, Ellis 
Simon and Kiall Pavne. 


Jemma (14) 
wins sailing 
competition 


who hosted the Wirral 
pupils for the weekend. 

It was a shame some¬ 
one had to lose on the 
day, as both teams were 
extremely well disci¬ 
plined and the game 
was so very close. 

Thanks again, and 
may this be a tradition 
that lasts another 20 
years! 

Player of the match: 
Tom Williams. 

On March 4, the 
Cowbridge year 8 
Rugby team played 
Bro Morgannwg in the 
semi-final of the Vale 
Cup. 

Having beaten 
Plasmawr in the previ¬ 
ous week, confidence 
amongst the Year 8 
pupils was high. 

The game started 
very well for 
Cowbridge, with a try 
inside five minutes. 

The ball was sent 
wide from a quick tap 
penalty, where Max 
Lucas hit a perfect line 
and then rounded the 
fullback, for an excel¬ 
lent try. 

Bevan Howells then 
extended the lead with a 
great individual effort, 
showing his pace and 


power to work his way 
over for another 
Cowbridge try. 

From this point, the 
game was very close. 

Bro Morgannwg 
scored two tries of their 
own in quick succes¬ 
sion, and the score 
looked a lot less com¬ 
fortable for the home 
side. 

Both sides were play¬ 
ing some good rugby, 
fronting up in defence 
and throwing some 
excellent phases togeth¬ 
er in attack. 

The next try went to 
Cowbridge, a storming 
run from centre Kiall 
Payne, who then fin¬ 
ished off this excellent 
effort by outpacing the 
wing and handing off 
the full back. 

Cowbridge were not 
finished, and managed 
to cross the Bro 
Morgannwg line for 
another tty just before 
half. This was scored 
by number 8 Oliver 
Rowbottom. The half 
finished, and the score 
was 25-14 to 
Cowbridge. 

The second half 
began in the same close 
fashion, very nip and 


JEMMA Viney (14) 
of Peterston Super 
Ely, who attends 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School, has won the 
British Sailing com¬ 
petition for under- 
15s. 

She has been sailing 
since she was eight years 
old, and currently sails at 
Cardiff Bay Yacht Club. 
She is currently part of 
the Welsh national squad 
and the British under-15 
Optimist squad. 

She has had great sup¬ 
port from her coaches, 
particularly Nick Sawyer 
from Cardiff Bay Yacht 
Club, who has coached 
her from the age of eight 
and was there to see her 
win in West Mersea last 


weekend. 

Her mother Janet said: 
“This is a fantastic 
achievement. We are so 
pleased for Jemma, she 
has worked very hard, 
both on the water and at 
school. She sails every 
weekend and every holi¬ 
day, taking her all 
around the UK and 
sometimes abroad. Soon 
she will be competing at 
Lake Garda at Easter in a 
huge European regatta.” 

Jemma is a triplet 
with brothers Sam and 
Matthew and has an 
older brother Gareth 
(17), all of whom sail; in 
fact, Matthew has 
recently been selected to 
represent Great Britain 
at the Laser European 
Championships in 
Hungary in July. 

JV 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for Cowbridge and District 
(Llanbleddian) Bridge Club - Tuesday, 
March 12: 

First, Hugh Williams and Pauline Lane, 58.93 per 
cent; second, Ireen and Richard Daniels,58.21; 
third=, Luba Ashworth and Joan Bird, 57.14 per 
cent; third=, Glenda Roberts and Amy Owen, 56.79; 
fifth, Colin and Barbara Easterbrook, 54.37. 

ME 
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Cowbridge club celebrates 
at its 35th annual dinner 


Brothers^ support 
for brain tumour 
awareness drive 


ABOVE: Cowbridge Rotary’s Andrew 
Lane with a Monday Club member. 


ABOVE: 

Cowbridge Mayor Coun Nicola Thomas 
receives a bouquet of flowers. 


in the St Quentin’s 
Suite in the Bear 
Hotel. 

Joining the 40 mem¬ 
bers, parents, friends 
carers and volunteers 
were the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Nicola Thomas; her 
consort Coun Andrea 
Burges; Mr and Mrs 
Andrew Lane from 
Cowbridge Rotary Club, 
Robin Sloan and Mike 
Crosta from Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions; Mr and Mrs 
Gerald Williams from 
Cowbridge Emerald 
Lodge Freemasons; and 
Ms Angela O’Callaghan 
from Mencap. 

The chairperson for 
the evening was Miss 
Jillian Harris, and 
thanks were expressed 
to organisations who 
had supported the club 
during the year. 

These included the 
Vale Council, United 
Free Church, Emerald 
Lodge No 5907, the 
Rotary and Lions clubs, 
and Cowbridge with 


Llanblethian Town 
Council. 

The happy evening 
concluded with a sing 
song, which was 
enjoyed by all. 

Members of the 
Monday Club enjoy a 
varied programme of 
events, usually in the 
United Free Church 
Hall on the second 
Monday of the month. 

Later this year, there 
are several interesting 
visits planned, including 


a mystery coach trip in 
June. 

The club’s secretary, 
Ann Roach, said: “We 
would like to thank 
Mike Wilcock for taking 
photos, which will go in 
our photo album. 

“Anyone over 16 
with learning disabilities 
is very welcome to join 
us.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Betty Alden 
(01446 773373) or Ann 
Roach (01446 781309). 


Fairtrade treasure hunt prizes presented 

'■ L 


FOLLOWING a successful week of 
‘treasure hunting’ for Fairtrade 
goods around Cowbridge, six winners 
were chosen and attended a prize-giv¬ 
ing ceremony last Saturday. 

Prizes were handed out by the Mayor, 
Coun Nicola Thomas, and Cowbridge 
Comprehensive’s headteacher, Mrs Debra 
Thomas. 

The lucky winners received an array of 
Fairtrade food items and some discount 
vouchers, all of which were kindly donated 
by local businesses. 

“A huge thank you to everyone who took 
part and many thanks to the shops who 
donated prizes. 

“It was wonderful to see the school and 
local Fairtrade groups coming together and 
working in the community to promote this 
worthwhile cause,” a spokesperson said. 

The six lucky winners were: Cai Alin, 
Dylan Lloyd Doyle, Issy Lynn, Joel Hill, 
Eleanor Acey and Laura Annettes. 


LlantwWs Holly (18) 
reports to Rotary on 
her leadership award 

RIGHT: 

Holly Allen is presented 
with the RYLA 
certificate by Llantwit 
Major Rotary Club pres¬ 
ident, John Clarke. 

LAST Monday, 

Holly Allen from 
Eglwys Brewis, St 
Athan, was present¬ 
ed with a framed 
certificate to com¬ 
memorate her suc¬ 
cessful completion 
last summer of the 
Rotary Youth attended gave her the rnto four teams, who then 

T H ^ h‘ A H of going to competed against each 

l^eauersnip Awaru outdoor activities cen- other over the course of 
(RYLA). tre in the Brecon the week. 

Holly (18) is currently Beacons, and taking part At various times, each 
studying for her ‘A lev- with about 20 young peo- of the team would take it 
els at Llantwit Major pie, in numerous activi- in turns to lead their 
Comprehensive School, ties. group in a selected activ- 

She explained to These included cav- ity. Holly was pleased 
Rotary members meeting ing, orienteering, canoe- that her team became 
at the West House Hotel ing and abseiling. The overall winners for their 
that the course she had youngsters were placed week. 

She has been accepted 
for a place this summer at 
an elephant sanctuary in 
Thailand, where she will 
spend a month caring for 
orphaned and neglected 
working elephants. 

Later this year, she 
will travel to Malawi in 
Africa for another month 
to work with disadvan¬ 
taged young people. 

She told the meeting 
that the RYLA course 
had given her confidence 
she had not previously 
known she had, and for 
which she was most 
grateful to Rotary. 

Rotary president John 
Clarke presented Holly 
with her certificate and 
said her experience was 
everything the club had 
hoped for. 

The club had been in 
touch with the school to 
identify a new candidate 
for this year’s RYLA 
course. JR 




RIGHT: 
Lewis, 
Luke and 
Joshua 
Jones 
wear 
their ban¬ 
danas 
to raise 
aware¬ 
ness of 
brain 
tumour 
charities. 


TO mark Brain Tumour 
Awareness month, Lewis, Luke 
and Joshua Jones of Llansannor 
Primary School organised, with 
the help of Lewis’s teacher Miss 
Price, for all the staff and children 
to wear a bandanna for the day 
and donate a pound to the charity. 

The boys’ grandad was sadly 
diagnosed with a grade-4 brain 
tumour 18 months ago, and they 
felt they wanted to do something 


to help. They were very proud to 
receive a cheque for £306, which 
they will pass on to Brain Tumour 
UK. 

The family has thanked every¬ 
one involved in making it such a 
successful event. 

To organise your own event, or 
to make a small donation, log onto 
www.braintumour. org. uk 

RACHEL JONES 


ABOVE: 

Club supporter Coun Gwen Baty with Andrew and Ruth Lane 


EARLIER this 
month, the 
Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club celebrated its 
35th annual dinner 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-todax). co. uk! 
llantwit-major-today.co. uk 


PHOTOGRAPHS by MIKE WILCOCK 

















































8 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, March 21st, 2013 


Vale choir’s first concert 
reaches charity target 



Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


1 ..' 


ABOVE: The choir, phorographed in rehearsal at Ewenny Priory, 
under the musical direction of Lindsay Gray (below right). 



Timberaway 

AM#I ThAA CAWIflAAA ^ 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 
Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 
Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


A NEWLY- 
FORMED Vale 
choir, Caritas, held 
a successful first 
concert in Ewenny 
Priory recently - 
and raised £1,000 
for the NSPCC in 
the process. 

The leader of the 
choir, Lindsay Gray, 
said that the tickets had 
sold out two weeks 
before the concert took 
place, and that the next 
concert will be in St 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
NATIONAL PARKS AND ACCESS TO THE 
COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1949 
DECLARATION OF NATURE RESERVE 
IN THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COSMESTON COUNTRY PARK 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN In pursuance of Section 19 and 21 of the 
National Parks and Countryside Act 1949 that by a Declaration made on the 
7 November 2012 110 hectares (271.82 acres) or thereabouts of land situ¬ 
ated to the west of Lavernock Road, Penarth in the Vale of Glamorgan 
being part of Cosmeston Country Park (shown edged red on the plan 
attached to the said Declaration) is being managed as a Local Nature 
Reserve. 

Certified copies of the said Declaration with plan attached may be inspected 
without charge at Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry between the hours of 
8.30 am and 5.00 pm Mondays to Thursdays and 8.30 am to 4.30 pm on 
Friday. 

Dated this 21st day of March 2013 
D Maries 

Head of Legal Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices 
Holton Road 
Barry CF63 4RU 

CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
DEDDF PARCIAU CENEDLAETHOL A 
MYNEDIAD I GEFN GWLAD 1949 
CYHOEDDI GWARCHODFA NATURYM 
MHARC GWLEDIG COSMESTON 
BRO MORGANNWG 

HYSBYSIR TRWY HYN, yn unol ag Adran 19 a 21 Deddf Parclau 
Cenedlaethol a Mynediad i Gefn Gwiad 1949, mai trwy Ddatganiad a 
wnaed ar 7 Tachwedd 2012, y bydd rhyw 110 hectar o dir (271.82 erw) i’r 
gorllewin o Lavernock Road, Penarth, Bro Morgannwg, sy’n rhan o Bare 
Gwiedig Cosmeston (a nodwyd ag ymyl goch yn y cynllun a gysylltwyd wrth 
y Datganiad), bellach yn cael eu rheoli fel Gwarchodfa Natur Leol. 

Cewch weld copiau ardystiedig o’r Datganiad hwn a’r cynllun yn rhad ac am 
ddim yn Swyddfeydd Dinesig Heol Holton, Y Barri, rhwng 8.30am a 5.00pm 
0 ddydd LIun hyd ddydd lau a rhwng 8.30am a 4.30pm ar ddydd Gwener. 
Dyddiedig 21 Mawrth2013 
D Maries 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Cyfreithiol 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
Swyddfeydd Dinesig 
Heol Holton 
Y Barri CF63 4RU 


German’s, Roath, 
Cardiff, for the charity 
WaterAid, on Thursday, 
June 27, at 7.30pm. 

He said: “The central 
piece was the famous 
Miserere by the Italian 
composer Allegri, in 
which a solo quartet of 
Helen Pugsley and 
Becky Donkin (sopra¬ 
nos), Jonny Titchin 
(counter-tenor) and 
Steffan Jones (baritone) 
sang from the distant 
upper chapels in the 
medieval Priory; Helen 
Pugsley was outstanding 
on the very high part for 
which this piece is par¬ 
ticularly famed! 

“We also performed 
works by Thomas Tallis, 
Orlando Gibbons, 

Henry Purcell, Bach and 
Mozart, as well as a 
recently composed piece 
by Tommy Hewitt Jones 
who composed the 
Olympic Mascot theme 


WHAT’S ON 
in brief: 
Rhoose talk 

RHOOSE and District 
History Society will 
meet this Friday, 
March 22, at Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
Stewart Road (side 
entrance at 7.30pm). 
Entrance is £1 to cover 
costs. 

Coun Jeffrey James, 
the club’s chairman, 
said: “This month, we 
are pleased to welcome 
Colin Scott, who will 
give a talk on the 
‘Wonderful Western 
Welsh’. 

“I am sure people 
have fond memories of 
this bus company and 
the service they used to 
provide. All are wel¬ 
come.” 

Antiques fair 

ON March 23-24, 
Amber Fairs will be 
displaying a range of 
antiques and collecta¬ 
bles at Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort from 10am 
to 4pm. 

They include jew¬ 
ellery, silverware, porce¬ 
lain and potter. 

Admission £1 adults, 
children admitted free. 




for the 2012 Olympics 
and who was present at 
the first performance of 
Caritas in Ewenny 
Priory. 

“Among the 22 voic¬ 
es selected for Caritas 
there are singers from a 
range of choirs includ¬ 
ing ‘Only Men Aloud’, 
Llandaff Cathedral 
Choir and Consort, 
‘Cantemus’, the 
University Chamber 
Choir, Peterston-super- 
Ely Church Choir, ‘Vox’ 
and other groups from 
the Vale and Cardiff. 

“A total of 15 differ¬ 
ent soloists from the 22 
singers featured in the 
concert (including my 
own daughter, Susanna, 
who was one of the 
soprano soloists, and 
Stephen Hamnett and 
David Mahoney from 
‘Only Men Aloud’). 

“Our organist was 
one of the baritones, 
David Butler, a former 
Cambridge organ schol¬ 
ar and well-known local 
musician 

“Our aims are to pro¬ 
vide interesting and 
enjoyable programmes 
for audiences with a 
high standard of per¬ 
formance and to raise as 
much as possible (mini¬ 
mum £1,000) for a char¬ 
ity or other good cause 
at every performance.” 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT 
RAMBLERS ROUND-UP 


Mother’s day tramp 
through Llantwit 
past and present 


GERAINT and his 
sheepdog Patch 
recently led a walk 
in between Nelson 
and Ystrad 
Mynach at Parc 
Penallta, created 
from the disused 
hlack coal tips of 
the old Penallta 
colliery which, 
despite successfully 
weathering the 
miners’ strike in 
the mid 1980s, was 
shut down in 1991. 

Now the land is cov¬ 
ered with woods, ponds, 
wetland areas and spiky 
grass and contains 
Britain’s largest earth 
sculpture in the shape 
of Sultan, a pit pony 
that lies on his side with 
one ear sticking up, 
formed out of metal. 

Eollowing pathways 
to the valley bottom, a 
climb followed to 
Mynydd Eglwysilan to 
Llanfabon. 

They crossed mead¬ 
ows to walk through 
part of Nelson and 
Wem Park, where the 
buildings surrounding 
the football pitch are 
covered in tasteful art 
and where a nature 
reserve has been estab¬ 
lished. 

Then once more 
entering Parc Penallta, 
all that was left was the 
gradual climb back 
uphill to the start. 

The following day. 
Mothering Sunday, saw 
hosts Janet and John 
being joined by six 
walkers and Jodie the 
dog for a tramp in the 
Llantwit Major area on 
a dry morning but with 
a blustery cold wind. 

Narrow lanes led to 
fields and that was fol¬ 
lowed by mud, glorious 
mud, which had been 
churned up by loose 
cattle on the narrow 
pathway above Cwm 
Col-Huw, and after 


Roadworks 

report 

TEMPORARY traf- 
fic control: A48 at 

Sycamore Cross junction 
between Bonvilston and 
St Nicholas. 

Road closure: A48 
junction with Sycamore 
Cross to Logwood Hill, 
Peterston Super Ely; 
Beach Road, Llantwit 
Major. 


Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, I now seek 5 working part¬ 
ners, who must be ambitious and self motivated. 

If you have a supervisory, managerial, sales, 
marketing, recruitment or self employed background 
or feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, 
with profit sharing, car, free international travel and 
a balanced and flexible lifestyle, with ongoing sup¬ 
port and training, then I would like to hear from you. 

Call: Julie Shepherd 
01656 838304 

email: j ulie-shepherd @ hotmail.co.uk 


much sliding they 
reached the coast. 

Drier cliff top paths 
led them to Tresilian 
Bay, where they were 
able to go inside 
Reynard’s cave, only 
accessible at low tide, 
before pausing for some 
refreshment on the peb¬ 
ble beach in this small 
cove that (no doubt) 
was frequented by 
smugglers in days gone 
by. 

Turning inland, they 
crossed agricultural 
fields and some of the 
different types of stone 
stiles that grace the area 
before returning to 
Llantwit, where the 
Ogney Brook and the 
Hoddnant merge to 
form the Afon Col- 
Huw. 

In the 5th century, St 
Illtud, who gave 
Llantwit its name, 
founded a monastic set¬ 


tlement near the present 
church, but all traces of 
that monastery have 
long been lost. 

Tramping past the 
War Memorial and sur¬ 
rounding buildings, 
which date back to the 
Tudor period, the group 
returned to the town 
hall car park, after a 
refreshing half-day 
walk. 

On March 23, meet 
at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre to join 
the 11-mile 
moderate/hard explo¬ 
ration of the Iron Trail; 
contact Clive on 029 
2065 4156/Rachel on 
01446 410545. 

Contact 

www.penarthramblers.w 
ordpress.com 
Membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 02920 255102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

If ft ## il”- f» ♦ 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides:. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 


I 


hforirtf CmtPf 


3 


I- 




Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Vale parents will 
get Foreign Office 
backing in Turkish 
safety campaign 


TWO Vale parents 
who find them¬ 
selves having to 
fight their case 
through the 

Turkish legal sys¬ 
tem have been 
encouraged by the 
promise of support 
from the Prime 
Minister, David 
Cameron. 

Julie and Terry Potter 
have been campaigning 
for higher safety stan¬ 
dards in Turkey follow¬ 
ing the death of their 
daughter, Cerys Potter, 
in a white water rafting 
incident in July 2010. 

They are also looking 
for justice, and believe 
that the organisers 
should be brought to 
account. 

Recently, Vale MP 
Alun Cairns raised their 
situation at Prime 
Minister’s Question 
Time in the House and 
Commons - and the PM 
said that he would ask 
the Foreign Office to 
take a close interest in 
their case. 

Mr Cairns has been 
working closely with the 


family and they have 
pressed the Turkish 
Authorities for a crimi¬ 
nal prosecution against 
the individuals responsi¬ 
ble - and against the 
Tourist Board. 

They all believe that 
unless action is taken, 
the lack of basic safety 
standards will continue 
and more holidaymakers 
will be killed. 

Mr Cairns said: 
“Cerys was the ninth 
person to die in a rafting 
incident on the Dalman 
River in recent years. 
Most of the deaths have 
been caused by rafts 
overturning and the vic¬ 
tims getting trapped 
underwater by the strong 
currents.” 

He said that the par¬ 
ents’ efforts have been 
frustrated by the bureau¬ 
cracy of the Turkish 
legal system. 

However, such is the 
Potters’ commitment, 
they have even funded 
the travel of witnesses 
from the UK to appear in 
the Turkish courts. 

They have also been 
to Turkey more than 12 
times since Cerys’ death. 

The MP went on: “I 
am determined to do all 


possible to support the 
parents. This is such a 
sad case and the scandal 
of poor safety standards 
continues. 

“We have had some 
success with the TUI 
travel group, who have 
now changed their guid¬ 
ance but we want the 
Turkish Tourist 

Authority to play a 
major part in delivering 
higher standards. 

“The prosecutions are 
important, not only for 
justice to have prevailed 
but also because this is 


the only way we can 
change the way in which 
rafting operators work. 

“We want to do 
everything possible to 
prevent any such repeti¬ 
tion of the horrible inci¬ 
dent of July 2010. 

“The Foreign Office 
has been of some help 
but we expect a lot more. 
I am pleased that the 
Prime Minister showed 
an interest in the matter 
and we expect that this 
will give us a new 
momentum.” 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 
Farmers’ Market 
Easter egg hunt 

AN EASTER chicken will be visiting the Earmers’ 
Market in Penarth on Saturday, March 23, to 
organise a free Easter egg hunt for the children. 

The market will be at Westbourne School from 
9.30am to 1pm and the Easter egg hunt will run 
throughout the morning. 

A spokesman said: “Come along and meet our 
very special chicken and seek out the Easter eggs 
hidden around the market. ” 

Tax help for elderly 

A FREE tax surgery for those over 50 is being held 
by Age Concern Cardiff and Vale at the Senior 
Health Shop in Holton Road, on March 25, 
9.30am-11.30am. For further information, contact 
01446 732385. 


Welsh learners celebrate 
success on St David’s Day 



ABOVE: WELSH LEARNERS WITH THEIR CERTIEICATES. 


ST DAVID’S Day brought 
adult learners together at 
Palmerston Centre to cele¬ 
brate their success on 
Welsh courses in the Vale 
last year. 

An open day saw visitors try 
free taster lessons in Welsh for 
beginners, as well as in other sub¬ 
jects taught through the medium 
of Welsh, including French, 
drama, singing and computing. 

Coun Stuart Egan, cabinet 
member for adult services, pre¬ 
sented certificates to Welsh learn¬ 
ers at all levels, from those who 
had attended taster courses to 
those nearing fluency. 

The ceremony was opened by 
Dr Rachel Heath-Davies of 
Cardiff and the Vale Welsh for 
Adults Centre, with colleague Dr 
Adrian Price congratulating each 
learner. 

New Welsh taster courses will 
start in centres across the Vale 
next term, and anyone who would 
like further information on Welsh 
for adults courses, collecting cer¬ 
tificates of achievement, or adult 
learning through the medium of 
Welsh is welcome to contact the 
Vale’s new welsh for adults co- 
ordinator, Mared Furnham, 


mnfurnham@valeofglamorgan.go 
v.uk or 01446 733762. 

Dathlu 
Llwyddiant 
Dysgwyr 
Ddydd G 
yl Dewi 

DAETH dysgwyr yngh_d i 
ddathlu eu llwyddiant wrth 
ddysgu Cymraeg ar gyrsiau 
ledled Bro Morgannwg y 
llynedd, yng Nghanolfan 
Palmerston Ddydd G_yl Dewi. 
Cafodd ymwelwyr Vr diwrnod 
agored gyfle i fynychu dos- 
barthiadau blasu Cymraeg i 
ddechreuwyr, yn ogystal d sawl 
pwnc arall a ddysgwyd drwy 
gyfrwng y Gymraeg, gan gyn- 
nwys Ffrangeg, Drama, Canu 


a Chyfrifiaduron. 

Cyflwynwyd y tystysgrifau 
gan y Cynghorydd Stuart 
Egan, i ddysgwyr ar bob lefel 
o’r rhai a fynychodd gwrs 
blasu i’r rhai sy’n dod at 
ruglder. Agorwyd y seremoni 
gan y Dr Rachel Heath Davies 
o Ganolfan Cymraeg i 
Oedolion Caerdydd a Bro 
Morgannwg, a llongyfarchwyd 
pob dysgwr gan Dr Adrian 
Price. 

Bydd cyrsiau blasu newydd 
mewn sawl canolfan yn y Fro 
ar gyfer dechreuwyr y tymor 
nesaf a cheir manylion pel- 
lach am ddosbarthiadau 
Cymraeg i Oedolion, casglu 
tystysgrifau, ac addysg oedo¬ 
lion cyfrwng Cymraeg yn y 
Fro, gan Mared Furnham, 
cydlynydd newydd Cymraeg i 
Oedolion Bro Morgannwg, 
mnfurnham @valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk 01446 733762. 


POLICE ADVICE SESSION 

COMMUNITY police from Castleland community ward, Barry, 
will be visiting the Senior Health Shop, Holton Road, on March 26 
(10am) to give advice. Contact 01446 732385 for further informa¬ 
tion. 


Fitted Bedroom 
& Home Office 
Specialists 
Super sale!!! 


We deekjn Mid inelall 
genusne ma<le 
to measure fitted 
bedrooms and 
home office lo your 
exact requirements. 
So call us today and 
book your 

FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION 


Ten Good Reaaona to choose 
Town A Country Bedroome 
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Sliding Door Wardrobes 


Fully Filled Made lo 
Measure from only 

£999 

fully filled by our 
craftsmen with a 10 year 
Ouaranteo 


rreestarKlinq from onfy 

£399 

Dcihvored and by our own 

rittors with a $ yenr Qu^rantne 

" inh* in L' 2 j*'* arc- 

r cak:>j L : T) ceb ni. 

jt ♦i- *J at 1 jk. 




Hofne Office 


.01656 
657526 

Town dx Country Dedrooms 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Literally thousands of 
choices in wood, 
glass and plain 
finishes. 

Made specially 
for you... 




Unit 1 North Point 
Waalem Avenue 
Brktgend Uodustrial Eetale 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 


For all your 

Oil, Gas, Boiler 

and A^a 

installation, 

• ■ 




Serving both the commercial 
and domestic market. 

All work guaranteed - 
Finance Available. 



Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out sERViCE 

S HsiC RnttIPC repair toilets, sinks, baths, 

Uao DUlllCO showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 

- towel rails, cylinders, water 

tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 

■ renewable energy, electrical 
faults, etc. 

■K- 24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic & Commercial 
Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 
New fuse boards 
PAT testing 
Insurance work etc. 

DOmESTIC 1^ 
INSTALLER 


[ 


A ^ ^ 




Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk -• T"2» i .i i 




OPEN: 

Sam 
til 5pm 



Tough decisions 
"challenging’ few 


T he last cou¬ 
ple of weeks 
have been 
both frustrating 
and challenging, 
but despite this, 
many decisions 
have been made. 

Some of them have 
been difficult, but I 
trust that residents 
understand why these 
decisions were neces¬ 
sary. 

We had the debacle 
of a leaked report on 
schools. Thankfully, 
the cabinet have now 
had the opportunity of 
confirming that three 
schools will remain 
open, despite the 
unfounded mmours that 
alleged that a decision 
had been taken to close 
them. 

As many know, a 
Scrutiny Committee 
report was leaked, 
despite the fact that 
none of the issues had 
been considered or 
agreed by the Vale cabi¬ 
net members. 

The cabinet decided 
it had to counter the 
rumours of the alleged 
school closures, and we 
felt it important to scup¬ 
per the misinformation, 
and confirm that we did 
not agree with the find¬ 
ings of the scmtiny 
report and have decided 
not to close the schools. 

tmst that this will 
»ut an end to the matter. 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



We have also recently 
set the council tax for 
the Vale. This has not 
been easy and although 
the rise is high in per¬ 
centage terms, it still 
leaves the Vale with a 
council tax lower than 
the average in Wales. 

The rise on a band D 
property is less than a 
pound a week. 

We have had to take 
tough decisions, but we 
have set a strategy in 
place for several years 
to come that will ensure 
that education, social 
services and those most 
vulnerable in our com¬ 
munities, can be pro¬ 
tected as much as possi¬ 
ble. 

I know some people 
will be upset at the rise, 
but we have also used a 
considerable amount of 
our reserve money to 
lessen the increase. 

I think that this will 
be seen in the long run, 
as a practical, progres¬ 
sive and sensible course 
of action. 

As a cabinet, we have 


also been on the road 
again, this time having 
an evening meeting with 
the residents of Wick. 

It was a very lively 
and invigorating meet¬ 
ing, and I would like to 
thank all of those who 
turned up to quiz us and 
share their issues and 
problems with us. 

We will be getting 
back to them via the 
community council with 
our comments on what 
was discussed. 

As well as visiting 
local communities, the 
cabinet is also visiting 
local schools to discuss 
issues with the pupils. 

Last week we visited 
and met Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School 
council members, and 
we had a very active 
discussion with those 
pupils in the school. 

They were very 
aware of local and 
national issues and we 
had an extremely 
informative and inter¬ 
esting debate. 

I would like to thank 


mean 
weeks 

the pupils and the 
school for giving us this 
opportunity. 

I ook forward to 
continuing our work 
with the young people 
in the Vale in achieving 
a youth cabinet and 
youth mayor with 
whom we can work 
with in the future. 

I also had a wonder¬ 
ful experience last week 
in attending and pre¬ 
senting certificates at 
the Vale Youth Awards 
ceremony, where we 
were entertained by a 
variety of young artists 
between the presenta¬ 
tions of the awards. 

It showed just how 
many young people in 
the Vale are talented, 
committed to volunteer¬ 
ing, and working so 
hard to create a better 
society in which to live. 

I congratulate all 
those nominated, as 
well as the winners on 
the night. I look for¬ 
ward to next year’s 
event. 

• I should also like to 
congratulate the Welsh 
rugby team on a fantas¬ 
tic display on Saturday 
and throughout the 
championship. 

They were magnifi¬ 
cent and I am really 
proud to be Welsh. 

Let’s hope that as 
many of the team as 
possible join the Lions 
on their tour of 
Australia. / 



GOOD 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. EXCEPT BRIOGENO WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • WHEEL AUGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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Driving down 
Britain’s fuel costs. 


THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN 
SOUTH WALES 


BETTER 


Bi'idyend induslntil Estdlir ^ Brridle^i Rcwd. off Piiniinh Rood 

01656 657424 029 20 221201 
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‘Strong response to 
hospital petition’ 

- SUPPORT GROWING SAYS COUNCILLOR 


TAT.F.S FROM TTTR VAT.R 

Learning about Easter 
eve from the ‘vellum- 
covered note-book* 


A PETITION insist¬ 
ing that services at 
the Princess of 
Wales Hospital 
must be protected, 
has sparked a stong 
public response - 
according to a 
Llantwit Major 
councillor. 

Coun Gwyn John told 
The GEM: “The current 
situation is that the 
Llantwit Major Town 
Council petition is grow¬ 
ing very fast, with huge 
support from the resi¬ 
dents of Llantwit Major 
and surrounding villages. 


“Everyone is working 
very hard to remind the 
UHB that the residents of 
the rural Vale mean busi¬ 
ness. 

“In the last week, it 
has been very clear to 
everyone the importance 
of Princess of Wales and 
the services it provides. 

“It has been noted that 
Heath Hospital has called 
off the immediate plan to 
modernise the A & E unit 
due to begin last week, 
which would have taken 
36 weeks to complete. 

“I also saw the com¬ 
ments of Alun Cairns MP 
in his GEM column last 
week, that he plans to 


have a cross-party public 
meeting on the very same 
issues that we have 
worked on for the past 
six weeks. 

“While Mr Cairns is a 
little late coming on 
board, there is nothing 
political about this issue 
,and everyone in the 
western Vale needs to 
work together to save the 
services at Princess of 
Wales. 

“The petition can be 
signed at the Chocolate 
Box and the flower shop 
at Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major, also at 
the town hall. 

“Anyone who wishes 


to take a petition to col¬ 
lect signatures may col¬ 
lect a form from the town 
clerk at the town hall. 
The petiton will close at 
Easter. 

“I welcome every¬ 
one’s contribution to the 
cause.” 

The petition states that 
residents of Llantwit 
Major and District 
“strongly object to 
changes at A&E and 
maternity services at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital - and that it 
should be a centre of 
excellence for the pub¬ 
lic.” 

The Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board, which 
has responsibility for 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, has empha¬ 
sised that no final deci¬ 
sion has been made on 
changes to its services. 

• As The GEM was 
going to press, Coun 
John said he, the Vale’s 
AM, Jane Hutt and the 
Mayor of Llantwit Major, 
Ann Matthews, were due 
to meet respresentatives 
of the University Health 
Board; and would be 
asking whether they 
would attend a public 
meeting at which people 
could ask them questions. 


THIS article, in what The 
GEM hopes will be a regu¬ 
lar series, is taken from 
the book The Vale of 
Glamorgan, Scenes and 
Tales among the Welsh, 
and the explanatory notes 
are by Angharad Wynne. 

The observations were 
made in the early 1800s by 
an anonymous Welshman, 
who was known to lawyers 
in Lincoln’s Inn, London. 

He was described as “a 
tall, solitary old gentleman 
who visited his native Vale 
of Glamorgan every long 
vacation”. 

His notebook was pub¬ 
lished in book form in 
1839 after his death, and is 
still available. 

EASTER EVE 

A chapter in the note¬ 
book, entitled ‘Easter 
Eve’, opens with the 
author recalling the 
scene in a local church¬ 
yard. He describes the 
tradition of dressing 
graves and ensuring 
that churchyards are 
full of flowers in the 
lead up to Easter. 

“All the village were 
there, engaged, after the 
old custom, in trimming 
and adorning the graves 
of their deceased rela¬ 
tives. Some were raising 
the sides with fresh turf, 
and putting fresh earth 
upon the surface; and 
others whitewashed the 


stones at the ends; while 
the women planted rose¬ 
mary and rue, and the 
girls brought baskets of 
spring flowers, crocuses, 
dajfodils and primroses, 
which were planted in 
somewhat fantastic fig¬ 
ures upon all the 
graves. ” 

In Welsh, Palm Sunday 
is known as Sul y 
Blodau - Sunday of 
Elowers. On this day, it 
is still customary to dec¬ 
orate family graves with 
flowers in preparation 
for Easter. 

After the darkness of 
winter and the solemnity 
of Lent, graveyards are 
decorated with flowers, 
and traditionally new 
clothes are worn to 
Church or Chapel. 

Eamily graves are rig¬ 
orously cleaned, washed, 
weeded and beautified in 
readiness for Palm 
Sunday, and it is consid¬ 
ered a disgrace for fami¬ 
ly graves to be untidy 
and unadorned on this 
day. 

This chapter also 
relates the story of the 
death of an old yeoman. 
Gwenllian, described as 
“Ewythr (Uncle) 
Jenkins’s daughter” was 
dressing his grave on 
Easter eve and she tells 
the author about the 


mysterious circum¬ 
stances surrounding her 
Uncle’s death. On the 
night he died, she had 
taken the sick old man’s 
breeches from him to 
sew on a button; “as she 
was going to sit down, 
there came a loud rap on 
the table, that startled 
her quite.” 

She settles again, and 
picks up the breeches to 
begin sewing when she 
hears “a double 
rap.... louder by far than 
the first, and that made 
all the furniture in the 
room to ring.” 

Gwenllian and her 
maid deduce that this 
was the old man’s 
Tolaeth. This supernatu¬ 
ral death portend, partic¬ 
ular to Wales, is usually 
described in records and 
folklore manifesting as 
rapping, or knocks, or 
heavy thuds, either just 
before or at the point of 
someone’s death. 

There are a number of 
other accounts of the 
Tolaeth in 

Glamorganshire, sug¬ 
gesting that it was a 


widespread belief and 
part of a rich tapestry of 
superstitions surrounding 
death and the foretelling 
of it in this area. 

Are you inspired by 
the Tales from the Vale? 
Would you like to take 
an active part in keeping 
the heritage of the rural 
Vale alive? 

If so. Creative Rural 
Communities may be 
able to help. We offer 
support for community 
projects that conserve 
our unique heritage. 

We can do this sup¬ 
porting events, festivals, 
exhibitions or other 
activities which cele¬ 
brate theheritage of the 
rural Vale, a range of 
projects which improve 
the rural Vale's natural, 
cultural or built heritage. 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion and to discuss your 
ideas contact Helen 
Blackmore, Creative 
Rural Communities, on 
01446 704828, or email: 
hblackmore@vale- 
ofglamorgan.org. uk. 

ANGHARAD 

WYNNE 


PACT meetings 

ILLTYD PACT, Mount Sorrell Hotel, Porthkerry 
Road, Barry on March 21 at 7pm. 

RHOOSE PACT, Celtic Way Community Centre, 
Rhoose on March 21 at 7pm. 


Husband of Bridgend 
woman found not guilty 


A MAN accused of the murder 
of a Bridgend woman has been 
found not guilty 

A statement from South Wales 
Police said that not guilty verdicts had 
been recorded against John Clifton 
Davies of Milton Keynes in respect of 
alleged offences of murder and fraud. 

Mr and Mrs Davies were on their 
honeymoon in 2004 when she fell to 
her death from a viewing platform at a 
tourist spot in the Himachal Pradesh 
region in India.. 

A spokesperson said: “In 2010, 
South Wales Police launched an inves¬ 
tigation into the death of 39-year-old 


Colette Davies, which occurred in 
India in 2004. Eollowing a joint inves¬ 
tigation with Himachal Pradesh State 
Police in Northern India, and in con¬ 
sultation with the Crown Prosecution 
Service, a 50-year-old man was 
charged with her murder and fraud. 

“During the investigation which 
continued following the charge, new 
and significant information came to 
light which has been reviewed by the 
CPS. 

“As a result of this review it has 
now been decided that proceedings 
will be discontinued. ” 

The statement added that the family 
of Colette Davies have been updated. 





IMARK 


FENSA 


Netipork 


-/B 



Future Ideal Homes Ltd 

Installing Trust and Peace of Mind 




f Bespoke Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms 
f All aspects of PVChi windows doors and Conservatories 
f: Bespoke Orangeries/Garden rooms 
/ Futures NEW vertex tile effect roof 
f Build and Extensions 
^ FREE full design packages 
^ Fully aaredited company offering insurance backed guarantees using fully train^ lSRBqualifi' 

www.futureidealhomesltd.com 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 






SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT ppO^^^^ 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
‘ 6 WINDOWS fimp FROM 

’ DOORS FliffED FROM £450 . 


FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 
CpNSERVATORjK 

COMPOsifE DOORS* ‘fi‘iTED ‘fROM *£79*5 


Z WINDOWS a DOORS w 

Z FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
V FREE VERIICAL BLINDS ^ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF SI YLES a FINISHES 
Z 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANI EE 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 








Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAi:? SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
nont Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 



Free CofiservatorY 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 


iUifiMum 

COKWIHA 

llMAfvVi 


gfnnHn vBA 




choose one of these perfect doors 


ASK A^UT 0u« 'KADC ^ VDOWS. DOORS AND CONSIRVATOillES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 

irTMtFWi ^10 n 07976 640959 7 Days a Week 

[ Amazing Offer! 

■ ^ f 'EPi'e^l bliwluuUli every f al ItMse 

I uf ididows H:id dwri or ccmivilQry fKttidl 

BRIDGEND 01656 02920 508770 

BARRY 01446 539212 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 
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AFGHANISTAN 
CAMPAIGN 
MEDALS FOR 
LOCAL MEN 


ARCHIE 

HUGHES, Defence 
Support Group 
(DSG) Chief 
Executive recently 
presented 
Afghanistan cam¬ 
paign medals in a 
ceremony at MoD 
St Athan, to two 
local men following 
their deployment to 
the front line. 

DSG operates the 
purpose-built equip¬ 
ment sustainability 
system (ESS) regenera¬ 
tion capability (RC) 
workshop in Camp 
Bastion. 

The team repairs 
equipment, ensuring 
optimum availability 
and vehicle survivabili¬ 
ty, which is saving the 
lives of servicemen and 
women, whilst deliver¬ 
ing savings of over 
£90m to MoD. 

Married father of 
four, Mark Bartlett, 

45, from Rhoose, was 
deployed for 13 
months as technical 
logistic support. 

He was primarily 
involved with ensuring 
availability of spares, 
specialist tools and test 
equipment to support 
the production areas. 
To date Mark has 
served 28 years in the 
civil service. 

Speaking of his 
deployment, Mark 
said: “I enjoyed my 
first tour. Working 
alongside the military 
and making sure they 
were equipped was a 
thoroughly rewarding 
experience. 

“I couldn’t have 
deployed without the 
support of my family; 
they remained sup¬ 
portive throughout, 
even though I spent 
two Christmases away 
from home.” 

Also, amongst the 
medal recipients was 



Ian Cole receives his medal from 
Archie Hughes, DSG chief executive. 
married father of one, 

Ian Cole (50), from 
Porthcawl. 

As the key account 
manager for the UK 
ESS capability support 
team, Ian manages the 
team responsible for 
all technical and non¬ 
technical requirements 
back in the UK sup¬ 
porting DSG Bastion. 

Although, Ian hasn’t 
deployed for a fixed 


period, he frequently 
flies out to Camp 
Bastion, where he 
spends time with the 
management and sup¬ 
port team to address 
any issues, then relay¬ 
ing them back to his 
team in the UK. 

Ian’s deployment 
may be short, but he 
still faces the same 
potential threats as 
those on longer tours. 
The award of the cam¬ 
paign medal is in 
recognition of his accu¬ 
mulated deployments. 

Outside his work in 
DSG, Ian is a coast¬ 
guard and station offi¬ 
cer for Porthcawl, for 
which he has received 
a Chief Coastguard’s 
Commendation for 
Meritorious Service 
award for the vital 
part he played in a 
large rescue operation. 



Mark Bartlett 
receives his medal. 


High-kickers support high-fliers 



A DONATION of 
£183 is winging its 
way to Wales Air 
Ambulance - raised 
by BJ2 line-dancers 
at their Friday cof¬ 
fee morning class in 
Penarth. 

Mrs Ruth Foscolo 
(left), of Barry, who 
nominated the charity, 
receives the cheque from 
dance teacher Sian 
Jenkins, of Bridgend, 
who each month chooses 
a worthy local cause to 
support. 

Included in the dona¬ 
tion was £30 given by 
Mrs Pauline Hilditch, of 
Llantwit Major, in mem¬ 
ory of her late father, 
Frank Gregory, a former 
ambulance station con¬ 
troller in Lancaster. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
766. 

• £2,000: 561360. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£10,000, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 3 9 2 1 2 6, 

479721,731919, 786444, 
715532, 316224, 

535423,456350, 307378, 
549326,603873, 272479, 
733160, 566939,151633, 
570844,799287, 351912, 
281988, 265910. 

• £5: 352110, 

690172,497130,726341, 
390810,389839, 578373, 
540624,941688,109007, 


260211,359297, 523914, 
291179, 742359, 328532, 
839496, 291933, 939140, 
554067,755019, 247245, 
504755, 214822, 138484, 
138550,107137, 801206, 
809958, 883640, 384082, 
953780, 638575,413162, 
566697, 341253, 543054, 
552977,318969, 753110, 
346271,232422, 620583, 
348293,963457,154882, 
850582, 850375,791001, 
757673, 146246, 787622, 
511223,586447, 256183, 
590520,495785, 697576, 
000438, 000005. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


ABOVE: Sian Jenkins hands over the line-dancers^ cheque to Ruth Foscolo. 




Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smiie! 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING! 

Don*c replace the FrameSp^p Just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges* Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glaxing Backed By Our 

5 Year Mamufacturers Guarantee 


I 


Priersty Fr eep ts u ne 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloiMly2clMir.com 


wp rvvilcp viving rnonoy pfuToctty ckQr 



Due to the reorganisation of stock in our showrooms and warehouses because 
our Winter Sale has now ended, we are forced to clear large quantities of suites 
and sofas, dining furniture, occasional furniture, accessories and much much 
more. There has never been a better time to grab your self a bargain!!! 


ENDS THIS SUNDAY 4.30PM 

This is your last chance - ACT NOW!!! 


interest no chan 
0% typical APR 


SOFAS DINING BEDS BEDROOM & ACCESSORIES 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am -1 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 


Caerphilly, Tel: 02920 884360 Newport, Tel: 01633 263968 


Pilll & SOFA^ 




”r- ? 



Il ' 

■ 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Fontygary 


LEISURE 

PARK 


Easter Entertainment 


All venues 
open to the 
public! 


Good Cabaret Lounge 
'"Friday Evening\ opens 23rd 

March 29th - Free Entry MUFCk 

STEVE SAINT ^ \ (entertainment 

iTop Vocal Comedian 


leaflet at 
reception) 


Easter Saturday March 30th Evening 
REBQU N ^^4-Piece Band) 


Easter Sunday 

Don’t Miss The BIG WELSH SHOW 

Starring Dean Buzz Jones as Tom Jones and Les Vegas as Elvis 

£4.00 ENTRY FREE 


SUNDAY ENTERTAINMENT Starts 24th March 
for the season in the Bar on the Bay 




Plus FREE Children's evening entertainment in Bari 
the Bay - Friday/Saturday (throughout the season} 
with Wednesday Disco during the School H oliday^ 




BAR ON THE BAY MAGIC SHOW 
On Easter Saturday at I lam 


r 


Fontygar^ 
Rhoose, Vale 
of Glamorgan 
CF623ZT 


Pool is lifeguarded each Weekday during 
holiday time between I lam-5pm 
and Weekends 9am-5pm 


Gym is open as 
normal 


%446 

710386 



New Toning Suite 

• Quality time and an ideal social option. 

• Exercise and toning for all. 

• Can aid weight and inch loss. 

• Helps with issues related to stroke, 
cardiac, respiratory, neurology 
and mobility. 

• Female only as well as mixed r 

sessions. 

• No special clothing required. 

• Personalised programmes 
supervised by our friendly team 
with a selection of beverages make 

^welcoming, relaxed atmosphere. 


Call 01443 224398 or 07791 766091 today 
to book your FREE no obligation trial 
Building 2 Sovereign Court, Sterling Drive, 
Llantrisant Business Park, CF72 8YX 

www.feelgoodwales.co.uk 

(Sterling Drive is next to the CAT factory, just off the roundabout at the north end of the 
Royal Glamorgan Hospital, on the bus route 122 between Cardiff and Tonypandy) 


What’s on and where in your area! 


Flower 

power 

LORRAINE RAVEY 
will be resuming infor¬ 
mal flower arranging 
sessions in St Hilary 
Village Hall at 7pm on 
March 22, April 26 
and May 24. 

Telephone 01446 
772713 for more 
details. 

There will be a small 
charge to cover the cost 
of refreshments. 

Treoes 

fayre 

THE Goedgedacht 
Trust Easter fayre 
with refreshments, 
cakes, jewellery, raffle, 
handmade craft and 
games takes place in 
Treoes Village Hall at 
12pm-2pm on 
Saturday, March 23. 

The trust is based in 
rural South Africa to 
help educate children in 
‘health and well-being, 
personal development 
and care for the planet.’ 


Antarctic 

adventure 

THE next meeting of 
the Llantwit Major 
Horticultural Society 
will be on March 27 at 
7.30pm in the 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major, when 
Dr Mark Picton will 
talk about his journey 
to Antarctica. 

You do not have to 
be a member to attend; 
all are welcome and 
entry, refreshments and 
raffle are free of charge. 
Contact the secretary, 
Sylvia Geary, on 01446 
792087. 

Gardening 

club 

THE next meeting of 
the Cowbridge 
Gardening Club will 
be held on Thursday, 
March 28 at 7.30pm in 
the Lesser Hall. 

Joseph Atkin, head 
gardener at 
Aberglasney, will give 
an illustrated talk on 


Exctting NEW STALLS for 2013! 

CRAFT FAIR 

Saturday 23rd March, 10.30am4.30pm 

Old Hall, Cowbridge 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGE $ 
I ^PORTHKERRYXj^ } 

I WE ARE NOW OPEN: * 
t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 


& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 


LIVE 

ENTERTAINMENT 

plus Bingo 


Friday 22nd March 

KARAOKE 

Saturday 23rd March 

JULIE JEWEL 

Friday 29th March 

KARAOKE 

Saturday 30th March 

MARK OOUCLAS 

Sunday 31 st March 

MIKE ST JOHN 


Traditional 


SUNDAY ROAST? 


only £7.95 


CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm ^ 

To find us - click directions@ 4 

www.firejoust.com 


jF 

ieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieieie 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


the year in the gardens 
and new develop¬ 
ments. 

Touch Trust 
event 

A WELLBEING and 
spiritual awareness 
event is taking place 
on Saturday, March 
30 from 10am-5pm. 

Holistic therapies, 
aura photography, arts 
and crafts, jewellery, 
tarot and clairvoyant 
readers, crystals, eso¬ 
teric astrology, and lots 
more. 

There will be a cafe 
with refreshments all 
day. 

The event is at the 
Paget Rooms, Victoria 
Road, Penarth. 

Entry is £2 as a 
donation to The Touch 
Trust, 

www.touchtrust.co.uk. 

Families 

First 

THE formal launch of 
Eamilies Eirst in 
Bridgend takes place 
with a free exhibition 
and fun day on an 
Easter theme between 
10am-3pm at the 
Bowls Hall, Bridgend 
Recreation Centre. 

It will promote the 
work of the Family 
Information Service in 
the county borough. 


Free activities for the 
children throughout the 
day, include Krazy 
Karts, drumming work¬ 
shop, bouncy castle, 
face painting and craft 
activities. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact the Family 
Information Service on 
0800 180 4320. 

Mair’s walk 
on June 9 

MAIR’S Walk this 
year is a month earlier 
than normal, and is on 
June 9 and will be led 
by Max Boyce. 

If people wish to get 
entry forms, they can 
enter online at 
WWW. velindrefundrai s- 
ing.com/bookonline or 
forms will be available 
in Bridgend Food 
Clinic, 5 Nolton Street. 

The entry fee is £5 
(free for children under 
16). 

Fancy dress is 


optional and this year, 
there is a television 
prize for the best fancy 
dress. 

All details will be on 
the website www.velin- 
drefundraising.com. 

Charity 
golf day 

KPC Youth, the chari¬ 
ty for young people of 
our area, are holding 
their annual charity 
golf event on June 21. 

Cost to enter is just 
£160 per team of four 
players, including bar 
meal at Grove Golf 
Club, Porthcawl. 

The charity are offer¬ 
ing an Early Bird deal of 
just £140 per team, for 
entries received before 
April 13. 

For further details, 
contact Alison on 01656 
749219, or e-mail to: 
kpcyouth @ hotmail. com 


COTTRELL PARK GOLF RESORT 
on the A48 at ST NICHOLAS 

hosts an 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

in the warmth of 

TYLERS CABIN’ and the CONSERVATORY 

on 

Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th March 

Refreshments available to purchase 
from the clubhouse. 

OPEN 10 am to 4 pm (both days) 

Entrance £1; Children FREE 


Fly fishing permits avaiiabie 
for the new season 
starting Aprii 1st 

Only 1 mile north of Cowbridge 



Court Farm, Penllyn, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7RQ 
call Ceri on 07817 284255 
or John on 07973 611033 
or E-Mail: ceridavies86@hotmail.com 
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LAST 



From ^ arrow hyun 


HURRY ONLY LIMITED NUMBERS ON OUR 
AMAZING 13 PLATE OFFERS - DONT MISS OUT! 


BRAND NEW 13 PLATE CARS AT UNPRECEDENTED PRICES 


MASSIVE SAVINGS AGAINST RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE 


FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Brand New 120 Active 


£9645 



Brand New ix20 



£10685 


£500 


^inanDo 

Deposii 


SAVE £151 O' 


^,£12000 


£1250^ 


SAVE £2600 


Brand New i30 

I 


Brand New i30 Tourer 



£13600 



Brand New ix35 


Brand New Veloster 


"5 £14600 


“£1250S. 



i£ 14600 


£1 SOOSr. 



• Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF314LH 

^ arrow hyundai can Today 

vyww.aiTovvmotors.com 0844 5390280 HYUnOHI 
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High Street offers a dazzling array 
of services and fun at Easter time 


H igh street traders offer a 

community spirit and an array of 
services that make the area well 
known throughout south Wales. 

New businesses are keen to be a part of its 



unique atmosphere. In recent weeks, two new busi¬ 
nesses have arrived - Giggles and Beespoke 
Cycles. 

Marie Jones, of Giggles toyshop, said: “We 
opened on February 9 and offer a huge choice, with 
many items ideally priced for birthday gifts for the 
little kid and big kid in all of us. 

“People can browse the wooden toys, Welsh 
books, arts, crafts, rag dolls, soft toys, puzzles, 
games, costumes and many other gifts. We also 
have gift vouchers available.” 

Beespoke Cycles has moved from Palmerston 
because High Street offers an ideal ‘shop window’ 


Computers & Consumables 

Acer, Toshiba, Fujitsu, Dell 
Laptops prices from 
£275 +VAT 

VERBATIM MEMORY STICKS 

2gb £3.99 16gb £10.49 

4gb £4.99 32gb £16.67 

8gb £6.40 64gb £25.00 

(Prices excl VAT) 

FREE PC/LAPTOPS 
HEALTH CHECKS 

Phone for Details 

95 High Street, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan, Cr62 7DY 

Freephone: 0800 316 6283 

Tel: 01446 733337 Fax: oi446 701001 

www.mjmcom.co.uk - sales@mjmcom.co.uk 


Sanctuary 
Gifts & Print Studio 

New Print Service for 
Polo Shirts, Hoodies, Stag and 
Hen Parties, Work Uniforms 
And a lot more.... 

All our gifts are fairtrade and 
hand made locally 

31 High Street, Barry 
01446 678187 
Facebook@sanctuarygiftshop 


THE BEAUTY CUNIC 

Full range of unisex beauty and holistic therapies 
performed by fully qualified therapists. 

Qualified Students 
Selected Treatments 1/2 Price 
Thursdays & Fridays 9am-3pm 
OAPs -10% Off every Wednesday 
New Opi Gel Colours now in 
Contact us for monthly promotions 

43 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 743222 




with its brisk footfall. 

Gerard Davies explained: “We’ve just had our 
official opening and the customer interest has been 
really encouraging - in Palmerston, there wasn’t 
the passing trade, but this is ideal. We’re the num¬ 
ber one cycle shop at 1 High Street!” 

Beespoke Cycles has a wide range of bycycles 
for all the family, and also participates in the ‘Bike 
to Work’ scheme, which allows people to purchase 
bikes at discounted rates through their monthly 
salary, to encourage fitness and a greener environ¬ 
ment. 

Another recent entry to High Street is Helin 
Design, owned by Nalan Candas, who has more 
than 25 years of experience in dressmaking and 
design. 

Nalan originally trained in Turkey, has also 
worked in London for six years, and has carried out 
design and costume work for singers, theatres and 
famous artistes. 


^ docfor bob 


BALLOONS UNLIMITED 

RETAIL I WEDDINGS I EVENTS 


4 


New this Easter Half term 

W Creative Balloon Art 
Workshop for children 

• Creative interactive fun 
• Suitabie for ages 4-12 years 
Call to book 

Conning soon our brand new part/ experienoe 


91 HiGH STREET, BARRY 
Caii 01446 730780 
to book or for avaiiabie times 
info@baiioons-uniimited.com 
www.baiioons-uniimited.com 
www.facebook.com/doctorbobballoonsunlimited 


Beespoke Cycles 


'^4 


Barry’s No 1 Bike Shop 

NOW ATI HIGH 
* STREET, BARRY 

New Shop - New Brands 
Same Friendly, Reliable Service 


D 01446 7338 80 
www.beespokecycles.co.uk 



Contemporary, spacious, salon 
Cut & Finish £20 • Quick Cut £10 
Foils inc. Cut & Blow Dry from £40 
Book your hair appointments now! 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 


23 BROAD STREET, BARRY 

^ 01446 733596 


CHICICS ANTIQUES 

16 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Antiques, Collectables, Vintage, 
Retro, Named Furniture, Rugs, 
China and Gift Ideas 
We buy and sell at competitive rates 
Commision sales accepted 

Find us on Facebook - Chicks Antiques 

01446 679421 / 07412 082654 



Tony Hopkins of Vic Hopkins family butchers 
(above) is advising people to get their Easter 
orders in early. 


Nalan can create an original costume or dress so 
you are the envy of your friends - she can also 
carry out all alterations and repairs. 

Established 

The bedrock of High Street is its core of long¬ 
term retailers. 

Sanctuary Gifts has become a well-established 
business in the last two years, and as Michelle 
Steele explained it has expanded what is on offer 
recently. 

“We have opened a new print studio and to cele¬ 
brate the fact, we are running an Easter competi¬ 
tion. 

“It is an oppotunity for people of any age, chil¬ 
dren or adults, to get creative. 

“We want people to bring in their own free hand 
design - no larger than A4 size - and the best one 
will be printed on a t-shirt for the winner.” 

The new print studio is proving popular with 
customers who want to transfer an image, photo or 



Santuary Gifts has opened a new print 
studio, which means you can have your 
favourite designs on t-shirts. 


legend onto clothes. Polo shirts, hoodies, work uni¬ 
forms - their expertise can be turned to whatever 
clothing you want. 

Sanctuary is well worth a browse. It supports 
Fairtrade and has a huge selection of gifts for all 
special occasions. 

Dr Bob’s Balloons will launch its new children’s 
workshop at an Easter Saturday workshop. 

Balloon twisting and sculpture is something chil¬ 
dren love to get involved in, and they can make 
some special Easter balloon decorations. 

Vic Hopkins Butchers have been serving the 
people of Barry & The Vale with quality produce 
for over 45 years and have built up a trust with 
their customers for excellence. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 17) 





93 HIGH STREET. BARRY 
^ 01446 735265 

Easter orders 
now being taken 

BRITISH MEAT 
FROM A BUTCHER 
YOU CAN TRUST. 
www.welshbutchers.co.uk 


FOLLOW US ON 


@ hopkinsbutchers 


LIKE US ON 


facebook 


HELIN DESIGN 

Over 25 Years Experience 
Complete design and Make 
Service for ladies dresses, 
evening wear, bridal, etc. 

Full alteration service for clothing, 
curtains and soft furnishings. 

117 High Street, Barry, CF62 7DT 

01446 734758/07771 511949 


The Casa Paco 

1 BROAD STREET PARADE, BARRY 

Open Monday To Satunday 6.30pni-9.30pni (last orders) 

2F0R1S^IAL 

2 Three Course Meals 
for only £29.95 

Available Tuesday to Thursdays. Vblid until 30th April, 2013. 


A La Carte & Set Menu avaiiabie 
TELEPHONE 01446 732009 


Quality Cooked 
Meats, Pies, 

'm % Pasties, 

I ■ A I 'I Sandwiches 

Jl M and Rolls 

Food for Thought Freshly Made 

Freshly made coffees to take 
away - Cappucino, Latte, 
Americano & Espresso 

_ Dairy Products and 

n Continental Cheese Selection 
Sandwiches prepared from Sam 

Hot Filled Paninis 
Telephone orders taken 

12 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 735711 

Follow us on Twitter & Facebook 

©FFTDeli 

www.foodforthoughtbarry.co.uk 
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Spoil the loved-one in your life by booking 
a beauty treatment for Easter at 
The Beauty Clinic (above). 


The new entry on High Street is popular 
with the children and is called Giggles. 


Wales 

LOCAL & BESPOKE WELSH GIFTS 

5 Island Road (off High St) Barry CF62 7AR 


IT ^ 


www.facebooklhomemadewales 



Gifts & Toys for Girls & Boys 


10% OFF 

ONLY WITH THIS ADVERT 
Valid until 30th April, 2013 
Only one voucher valid per transaction 


85 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
01446 734866 

Email: gigglestoys @ gmail.com 



ABOVE; The number one cycle shop, 
Beespoke Cycles, is at 1 High Street. 


FROM PAGE 16) 

With the majority of 
their meats sourced 
locally, supporting 
local farmers, they can 
confidently say that 
they know what you’re 
getting when you shop 
with them! 

All of their ready 
meals are made and 
cooked in store, using 
the top local ingredi¬ 
ents, and giving their 
customers confidence 
in what they are eat¬ 
ing. 

The owner, Anthony 
Hopkins, said: “ We 
specialise in what we 
do and we know what 
our customers are get¬ 
ting. 

“People deserve 
better than mass-pro¬ 
duced food - and want 
the best from the 
best! ” 

Tony advises people 
to get their Easter 
orders in early. 

On Easter Saturday 
many of the businesses 
in High Street plan to 
put on activities for the 
children - so enjoy the 
bonnet parade, the 
Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party and all that our 
local High Street 
shops have to offer. 



Nalan Candas, of 
Helin Design and her 
son Burak, aged seven. 


. ^/timcoa/^^iti/// 

•^rime Scotch Steaki • Superb seCection 
of Chidy^n Dishes • ffresh Salmon 
• Salad (Bar • EMcnsive choice of 
Desserts including Speciality Dancalyes 
• SeCection of BVines 
(Boohing advisaSCe. 

4 Broad St, Barry 
Tel 01446 721440 


An Easter bonnet 
parade and Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party 


O N Easter 
Saturday, 
March 30, 
High Street traders 
are putting on a 
series of events for 
the whole family - 
and foremost 
among them is the 
famous honnet 
parade. 

After last year’s hia¬ 
tus, Bob Armstrong of 
Dr Bob’s Balloons said 
traders had brought 
back the parade by pop¬ 
ular demand. 

“This year, we are 
reintroducing the Easter 
bonnet parade because it 
is one of High Street’s 
long-standing traditions. 

“At 11am on Easter 
Saturday, there will be a 
procession, up and 
down the street, as in so 
many years in the past.” 

Children are being 
encouraged to come to 
High Street with mums 
and dads or guardians, 
dressed in fancy dress if 
they’d like to. There 
will be prizes for best 
bonnets and for the best 
in fancy dress. 

Bob said: “We hope 
to have Jane Hutt AM, 
Alun Cairns MP and 
Coun Les Sword, the 
town’s mayor, as 
judges. 

“We hope to con¬ 
clude with a ‘Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party’ for 
the children at 
Hubanas.” 

The bonnet parade 
has three age categories 
- three years old to five 
years old, six years old 


Aesthetic 

dAwn clinic 

/Waken to a more youthful you 

Permanent Fat Reduction 
(Lipoform PLUS) - £640 

3 areas of Botox - £ 1 99 

20% Off Dermal Fillers 

NEW - Radiosurgery Mole Removal 

FREE - Cosmetic Surgery Consultations 

NEW - Clinical Counselling Service 

Clinical Hypnotherapy 
Reiki 


Dawn Aesthetic Clinic, 12 York Place, Barry, CF62 ZED 
T: Dawn Clinic FB: botoxcardiff T: 01446 732 286 
www.dawnclinic.com 


POLICIJ 

DIESEL 

bdCE* 
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to 11 years old, and 12 
to 100! 

Bob said: “We used 
to have a lady in her 
nineties who came regu¬ 
larly in her bonnet and 
we always gave her a 
prize. 


“Events like the 
parade bring the shops 
and community together 
- there’s a lovely spirit. 

“In the past. High 
Street has won an award 
for the activities it has 
put on.” 



Now stocking... 

u 

Shoes that make you smile 
Plus a good selection of 
Scarves, Bags and Gifts. 

28 High Street, Barry 

(1)01446734499 / order Online OF 

(e) Httlebigshoes@sky.com / „ . 7 

(w)www.Httlebigshoes.co.uk 





CARPETS 


^ [ Flooring to suit every room in the home] 


SALE 

NOWON 

^arpets froik 
^ £3.99 sq m ^ 

Credit facilities available 
^ subject to status and conditions 

. 

Doni miss out on Bob^s Easter Bargains! 


• More bargains in store. 

• Massive selection of remnants. 

• Ranges to suit all budgets. 

• Home select service. 

• Free measuring and estimates. 

• Expert Fitting Service. 


25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 740235 


EASY PARKING AVAILABLE 


Gabriel’s Care 

Community Nursing and Care Services 

Gabriel’s Care Limited is a well established care agency, providing 
quality care services to people within the Vale of Glamorgan since 
February 2005. Gabriel’s Care is an accredited agency with 
The Vale of Glamorgan Council and CSSIW. 

Located in High Street, Barry, Gabriel’s Care offers a wide range of 
domiciliary care services for people who wish to remain independent 
and stay in their own home. Given a choice most people would 
choose to live in their own home, with their‘little home comforts’ 
around them and their familiar possessions that can hold 
sentimental value. 


Starting to struggle with everyday living: Gabriel s Care offers a team of 
highly qualified care workers to assist with all aspects of day to day living 
from your personal care to getting the laundry and housework done. 

Tel: 01446 700060 • Mobile 07512 585736 

13 HIGH STREET, BARRY, SOUTH GLAMORGAN CF62 7EA 

vwvw.gabrielscare.org.uk 
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Vale road race season gets under way 




SPRING is here - and that means the bicycle 
road race season is under way. 

On Sunday, March 17, the ‘Legstretchers 
Memorial to Betty Pharoah Races’ were organ¬ 
ised by the Ajax Cycling Club. 

It was the 15th year of the event and was open 
to seniors and juniors. 

The event started at Cowbridge, went through 
St Brides Major and Llantwit Major, returning 
to Cowbridge. Competitors completed either 
three or four circuits of the course. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


Air Cadets match up 
for cancer charity 


Carole Perrin and Alicia Parsons 
were in the thoughts of cadets as 
they carried out the collection. 


CADET Flight 
Sergeant Rhys Hill, 
18, from Bridgend 
was the senior 
cadet supervising 
the collection by 
Air Cadets for 
Velindre Cancer 
Support at the 
recent Ospreys vs 
the Harlequins 
match, at the 
Riverside 

Hardware Brewery 
Field. 

Cadets from 1092 
(Bridgend) Squadron, 
293 (Cowbridge) 
Squadron and 2426 
(Pencoed) Squadron 
took part in the collec¬ 
tion. 

F/S Hill said: “The 
collection went well for 
all the cadets and staff 


who attended to help 
Velindre Cancer 
Support. We all had a 
great time collecting 
and also watching the 
rugby match. 

“Sadly, the 
Harlequins won the 
match, but we still 
enjoyed every moment 
of it. It was also a good 
feeling to know we 
were helping others by 
doing what we were 
doing”. 

The Commanding 
Officer of 1092 
Bridgend Squadron, Fit 
Lt Peter Meath, organ¬ 
ised the collection after 
a phone call from a staff 
member at Velindre, 
asking if the cadets 
could raise money for 
them at the match. 

Peter said: “We 
joined forces with the 
two other Squadrons, 


2426 (Pencoed) and 293 
(Cowbridge), who 
accompanied us when 
we did the collection. 
We often work together. 

“We collected a few 
hundred pounds on this 
occasion. We feel that 
Velindre Cancer trust is 
an important charity as 
they helped a member 
of our staff, Carole 
Perrin, when she was 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2008. 

“They looked after 
her up until she sadly 
passed away in 
September 2011.” 

Steph Perrin, another 


member of staff at 
Bridgend Squadron, 
said: “The cadets felt 
that because my mother 
had been a valued 
Civilian Instructor in 
the squadron, it would 
be nice to collect on her 
behalf and also on the 
behalf of an ex-cadet 
from our Squadron, 
Alicia Parsons, who is 
currently fighting a 
brain tumour. 

“Alicia was a cadet 
on the squadron for sev¬ 
eral years until she had 
to retire due to her ill¬ 
ness.” 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-todai;. co. uk/ 
Ilantwit-major-todai;. co. uk 


ABOVE: 

A tricky bend! 
























































Thursday, March 21st, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 19 






PRICE 

PLUS AN EXTRA 

25%OFF 


: Ltinw 

a£76 


_SERVI 


WOOO -Tlli -STONE EFFECT 






• MEMORY FOAM i Am<u< i -j i 

• f»OCKET SFRUNG \ AN ZT^ / 

• ORTHOPAEDIC \ ^ 

• LUXURY DIVANS 


m m Unit 1, Grippoly Mills, 

SloperRood, 

m m B m 0 Cardiff CF11 8AA 
C^kRPEXS 383770 

OPENING HOURS MoivSot 9om^. 

JWfOOOfLOOWJ ^^ ^ riMifs 8atn-8(mi. Sund^ 10.30atn-4.30pm 




FITTING 7 DAVS A WEEK 


MIHHOME 
MIASUNING SIfEVICf 

FITEE INSUiANCE 
ESTIMATES 

EUff CAffi»rr DCirvf NT 

tewm ovilftoni 


www.unltedCQrpetsandbeds.com or CALL FREE ON 0800 344 442 


PX^RCtmUimUB TfRFlt>^<y»SYewwlRy»M»t#f<lMi<iMtJU#H>cy lN«»P>RR1>iARl rt«»RCRn|ctvdQ«sr«|j|fV1plver«|p«rRQdor«v4iwPf 9MCI«^V>lYR«PPPlf P9IF •ffwar 

tay tRMr» wiRtAMtai^RRfifciiMRWR—AaefcAetfcftaRNr—rfl4dR(RrtnRtRMiMi^l^AR'eiR>«itfc ng t Wi irfp<cm tRvMtrRMntoJcM RWY y«T »ttn 




























20 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/sUimorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news 


Thursday, March 21st, 2013 


Drug Litter 


What should you do? 


Discarded needles and syringes carry a risk of blood borne 
viruses such as Hepatitis B or C and HIV 




m «' 




I.-1* ‘ ^ A ' f -- . 


DON’T touch needles or syringes 

try to put them in a litter bin 

try to put them down a drain or flush down the toilet 
hide it or kick it out of sight 

DO call OneVale on (01446) 700111 - 

they will attend and dispose of them safely 

It is important to protect yourself, your family and others by taking 
care if you discover this type of drug use equipment 

If you have information in respect of drug misuse 
or deeding, please contact: 


South Wales Police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers (anonymously) on 0800 555 111 


SAFER VALE 


WWW, safervale.co.uk 
safervale@valeofalamoraan. gov, uk 


DDIOGELACH 
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German railways’ role in Nazi genocide 


BRITAIN gave the 
world the steam 
railway locomotive. 
In 1938, 75 years 
ago, the UK’s steam 
locomotive drivers 
were nationally 
hailed as schoolboy 
heroes, the pop idol 
equivalents for 
many generations, 
especially when 
they permanently, 
took the world 
steam railway 
speed record from 
Nazi Germany. 

Within three years, 
however, their counter¬ 
parts on continental 
Europe were complicit 
in the biggest industrial 
and state-authorised act 
of mass murder that the 
world had ever seen. 

Railways were a 
key factor in mankind’s 
darkest hour - the 
Holocaust. 

When Germany had 
broken the steam speed 
record in 1936, on a 
VIP special trip by 
Deutsche Reichsbahn 
to convince Nazi top 
brass, two of the guests 
on board were Heinrich 
Himmler and Reinhard 
Heydrich. 

Not interested in 
steam speed records, 
they forged other 
plans for the railways 
of Europe, and created 
a continent-wide net¬ 
work which led to the 


gates of hell. 

The murder camp 
of Auschwitz became 
the hub of a railway 
system spanning all the 
occupied countries, to 
which Jews, Roma, 
Sinti, Russian prisoners 
of war and anyone who 
did not fit in with Nazi 
ideology were shipped 
in appalling conditions 
on journeys lasting sev¬ 
eral days to their 
deaths, usually within 
hours of arrival, in the 
gas chambers. 

Without the rail¬ 
ways, it is debatable 
whether the Holocaust, 
in which up to 12 mil¬ 
lion people including 
six million Jews were 
murdered, would have 
been physically possi¬ 
ble. 

Not only were 
German railway staff 
willing accomplices in 
running the death camp 
trains, but they were 
helped by their coun¬ 
terparts in occupied 
countries. 

Eor instance, the 
Erench national railway 
system billed the coun¬ 
try’s police for the cost 
of sending hundreds of 
thousands of people to 
Auschwitz by train - 
sending the invoice 
after Erance had been 
liberated by the Allies. 
NEW BOOK 

A new book. 
Railways and the 


Holocaust, by Robin 
Jones, examines the 
background to the 
Holocaust and the cen¬ 
tral role that railways 
played in Hitler’s geno¬ 
cide. 

He looks at the lie 
that ordinary railway- 
men either did not 
know what was going 
on, or were forced to 
take part, and high¬ 
lights the few German 
railway officials and 
Nazi party members 
who refused to have 
anything to do with the 
death camp trains - but 
were never punished. 

The volume exam¬ 
ines in depth the roots 
of 20th century anti¬ 
semitism in the USA, 
fuelled through deliber¬ 
ate misinformation and 
blind illogical scape¬ 
goating, and how the 
idea of a master race 
originated not in Berlin 
or Belsen...but in a 
suburb in Victorian 
Birmingham, England’s 
second city. 

It also looks at 
Hitler’s often-forgotten 
plan to build a railway 
across the Sahara using 
slave labour. 

Robin Jones 
explained: “This is the 
story of how centuries 
of blind and irrational 
hatred of a highly- 
civilised and accom¬ 
plished culture culmi¬ 
nated in its near 




A heart-rending sight as a mother and 
her baby wait with others^ old and 
young, to learn if they are to live or die. 




destruction by a twisted 
mentality, using one of 
the greatest gifts of the 
Industrial Revolution, 
the railways, which 
shaped the modem 
world through transport 
technology.“ 

“The participation of 
railways in this ulti¬ 
mate act of genocide, 
serves as a warning as 
to how ordinary peo¬ 
ple, who would proba¬ 
bly never commit even 
a trivial crime in their 
lives, can became will¬ 
ing accessories to mass 
murder. There are les¬ 
sons here that should 
never be forgotten.” 

Railways and the 
Holocaust is now avail¬ 
able from WH Smith, 
132 pages, price £6.99; 
from Mortons at 
WWW. heritagerailway. c 
o.uk or telephone 
01507 529529 to order 
a copy by post. 

Auschwitz (top 
right) was the ultimate 
terminus. 

The photograph 
(top, right) shows a 
train standing at the 


brick arch leading into 
Auschwitz, the hub of a 
Europe-wide railway 
network of pure evil. 

Hungarian Jews, 
who have been shipped 
to the murder camp in 
boxcars with no food 
or water, are being 
selected on the plat¬ 
form as to who will go 
straight to the gas 
chambers, or be 
allowed to live for a 
few months while being 
worked to death. 

A family of 
Hungarian Jews (pic¬ 
tured right) make their 
way alongside the 
Auschwitz railway 
tracks to the gas cham¬ 
ber. 



DOOR I 
DOCTOR 




TUc Ooirr UotAox 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

/ke^n oaiiDoo^ Doctof*'/ 


A family business with vast 
experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from 
the doors, to worktops and 
FREE FITTING - LIMITED OFFER new appliances and sinks. 
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Lee Daniels* Paperboy fails to deliver 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


Z AC EFRON may have made 
his name as the pin-up lead 
in the lamentable, teen- 
friendly High School Musical 
series, but having graduated, he 
seems intent on carving out a more 
dramatic career, taking on the likes 
of Me and Orson Welles and The 
Lucky One, albeit to middling 
acclaim. 

His latest Him sees him team up with 
Precious director Lee Daniels in The 
Paperboy, where Efron plays Jack Jansen, 
whose older brother Ward (Matthew 
McConaughey), a reporter, returns to 
town to investigate Hillary Van Wetter 
(John Cusack), a man on Death Row who 
may be innocent. 

The brothers find themselves mixed up 
with Hillary’s pen friend Charlotte 


(Nicole Kidman) as their lives, and those 
of Hillary and Charlotte, become irre¬ 
trievably intertwined... 

If Precious saw Lee Daniels announce 
himself as a director of promise, then the 
expectation following up that film was 
always going to weigh heavily. With this 
in mind. The Paperboy fails to build on 
the promise, a strong set-up weakened by 
poor execution of story and average per¬ 
formances. 

Certainly his evocation of a 1970s 
Florida beset by racial (and sexual) ten¬ 
sion is superb, the film shot in a grainy 
style that harks back to the filmmaking of 
that period, and Daniels’ visual aesthetic 
is an undoubted highlight, but when 
taken down to the nuts and bolts, the 
mechanics of the story, it starts flailing. 

The mixture of a coming-of-age story 
and thriller isn’t an uncomfortable mix, 
but one that doesn't quite work here, the 


elements feeling disjointed and awkward. 

Some of the blame for this can be 
apportioned to the cast who fail to rise 
above average performances, the main 
culprit being Zac Efron. 

The former High School Music-er 
spends the majority of his screentime in 
his pants, and this is a fair verdict on his 
performance. 

While he has shown some promise in 
his development, he just hasn't got the 
weight or ability to deliver the goods, his 
face one of mopey disconcertment regard¬ 
less of what his character is going 
through. 

While both Nicole Kidman and John 
Cusack offer turns that are OK but un¬ 
engaging (if very bold), then the best 
turns come from David Oyelowo and 
Macy Gray in support, with Matthew 
McConaughey's understated performance 
the bedrock of the film. 


Its pulpy tone aside, there is just not 
that much to really endorse the film; 
there are scenes that are controversial 
and stick out, but only do so because of 
the shock factor, not because they’re tied 
to any real drama or emotion. 

Ultimately, The Paperboy fails to deliv¬ 
er, and for Lee Daniels in particular, its 
an underwhelming effort when promising 
so much. 

VERDICT - A sweaty, taut thriller that 
is undone by a meandering final third 
and average performances. The Paperboy 
just doesn't deliver the goods. Shock 
value, and a pleasing visual sense, aside, 
there is little meat under its gritty veneer. 
Average. 

SEE THIS IF YOU LIKED: Cape Fear 
(1962), Killer Joe (2011) 


Boiler not working? 

You could be eligible 
for a FREE replacement. 
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Over 2.5 million households’ csould 
be eligible for a FREE replacement 
boiler with our Feel the Benehl 
scheme. Are you one of them? 
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Contact UB today to 
chock youratigibaity! 


Enera/A 
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Check today! Qill 0800 068 4948 
or visit www.diy.com/freeboiler 
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IN BRIEF 

Fun day 

COLWINSTON pre¬ 
school are having an 
Easter family fun day 
at Colwinston village 
hall, from Ham on 
Sunday, March 24. 

There will be an 
Easter bonnet parade, 
Easter crafts and Easter 
egg hunt - and a visit 
from the Easter bunny! 
Tickets £2 per child. 

Spectrum 
quiz night 

MENTAL Health 
Charity Spectrum will 
benefit from a quiz 
night at the Eairways 
Hotel, Porthcawl at 
7pm on Thursday, 
March 28. 


NOT SO CUDDLY QUILTS! 


QUILTS of the 
‘not-so-cuddly 
kind’ go on display 
at Barry Travellers 
Gallery this week, 
the handiwork of 
quilt maker Judy 
Stephens of 
Penarth. 

“Some of my quilts 
are not quite so cosy, 
with subject matter rang¬ 
ing from politics to pes¬ 
ticides and the pulling 
down of the Billy Banks 
housing estate in 
Penarth,.” she said. 

The show is open, 
mornings only 7.30am to 
1pm, Monday to Friday, 
from March 19 to May 
10 . 



Judy Stephens with one of her quilts 



ELLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leadinQ 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


1 ¥^ear centures 

then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• Rcgiiir your fiioc’s 
nature contours 

• Look years youngor 

• Enicy Bating agar 

• Sniilo with confidenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 




'f' 
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DENTURE 


Uc^ 


Bodgeod Centre 

54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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Time to take a closer look at lovely... 



LLANTWIT 

MAJOR 






OLD AND NEW COME TOGETHER TO MAKE HISTORIC 
LLANTWIT MAJOR A VERY SPECIAL TOWN IN THE VALE 



ABOVE: Work to make the Galilee Chapel 
at St Illtud’s Church an education centre 
is now well under way. 



Providing 
advice 
and quality 
products for 
your health... 


• Organic Foods • Vitamins & Suppiements 

• Naturai Baby Care • Sports Suppiements 

• Naturai Skincare • Naturai Products 

• Organic Home Care • Heaithy Snacks 


One of South Waies’ biggest 
independent heaith shops 

Call in for free, professional advice... 
4, The Precinct, Llantwit Major 
- - 01446 795 121 ^ 


vvww.healthconscious.org.uk 


Step out in style... 
StMCU Occasions! 



Perfect Fit 

alterations to suit you 

Gaynor 

professional dressmaker 

plus bridal/fashion accessories 

22 heol ger-y-felin 
llantwit major 
cf6l 2xa 
tel no. 01446 796284 
mobile: 07766 880498 
mail: gmcondo@hotmail.co.uk 


Based in Llantwit Major... 

Sam’s fDrever groomers 

07549 450303 

Professional animal groomer for 
dogs, cats, rabbits, etc. 

Nail clipping only £5. 

A full dog groom from as little as £ 10. 
Baths from as little as £6. 
Microchipping £12. 

Flexible appointment times available 
HOMEVISITS IF REQUIRED 
Pick up and drop back service available at a small fee 


S PRINGTIME 
is always a 
good time to 
look to the future, 
and residents and 
traders in Llantwit 
Major are doing 
just that! 

New businesses start 
up, new people move 
to the town, and new 
projects - some small, 
some large - are set in 
motion. 

Of course, alongside 
the new there is the 
historic side of 
Llantwit - something 


that is valued and pro¬ 
tected by everyone in 
the town. 

A prime example of 
the old and new com¬ 
ing together can be 
found at St Illtud’s 
Church, where the 
ruins of the Galilee 
Chapel are being 
transformed into an 
education centre that 
should attract hun¬ 
dreds of visitors to the 
town. 

Founded in 500 AD 
by the Welsh monk 
Illtud, the area where 
St Illtud’s Church now 
stands is believed to be 


mcm 


Jamima Bridal 

April Auction 

Throughout ^ril, we are auction¬ 
ing off some of our sample gowns - 
no reasonable 
offer will be turned down! 

Ring, text or e-mail 
for appointment. 

078451616 43 

janet@jamimabridal.co.iik 

See the mobile website 
for more pictures: 

www.thevaleorganisers.ginwiz.com 



Britain’s earliest cen¬ 
tre of learning. 

It housed a monas¬ 
tic school of more than 
1,000 pupils—includ¬ 
ing, it is said, St David 
of Wales and St 
Patrick of Ireland. 

The £700,000 proj¬ 
ect will retain the old 
walls of the Galilee 
Chapel, enclosed in 
glass to preserve them. 

As the chapel 
adjoins the church, it 
will, in effect, be a new 
wing to the building, 
and will display the 
historic Celtic crosses 
that are now kept in 
the church. 

With such a rich 
history to offer, it 
should attract school 
groups, history buffs, 
and tourists alike. 

Of course, places 
that are popular with 
visitors are also popu¬ 
lar places to live. 

Phil Jelinek, who 
runs the property 
rental business Lets 
Move In.co.uk, waxed 
lyrical about the 
town’s virtues, citing 
its “Perfect blend of 



Spring 
has sprung. 
Now’s the 
time to 
MAKEYOUR 
MOVE! 


Whether buying or 
selling, let us help you to 
make your new beginning... 

T: 01446 794433 
W: mymea.co.uk 
E: info@mymea.co.uk 


old and new, with the 
old town’s little streets, 
historic inns and a 
beautiful church, 
alongside a modern 
centre with independ¬ 
ent shops, supermar¬ 
kets and cafes”. 

He said: “There is a 
great choice of housing 
in Llantwit. The rental 
market is particularly 
strong, with housing 
being snapped up very 
quickly. 

“My problem is not 
renting out property, 
but keeping up with 
the demand.” 

The town’s 
improved transport 
links, especially, 
thanks to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Railway 
Line, have probably 
made Llantwit an even 
more attractive place 
to live. 

Residents are also 
well served for shops 
in the town centre, 
with a high proportion 
of owner-managed 
businesses, where the 
accent is on providing 
excellent service. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 24) 

Debut 

novel 


by PHILIP IRWIN 



The ‘Plaice’ to go for good quality traditional 

FISH & CHIPS 


Check out our home-made fishcakes, 
speciality sauces and other menu extras 

Shop 4, Boverton Road 
BOVERTON, Llantwit Major - 01446 792561 
NEW OPENING TIMES: 

Lunchtimes: Mon -Thurs 11.45am - 1.30pm 
Friday and Saturday 11.45am - 2pm 
Evenings: Monday, Tuesday, WednesdayThursday and 
Saturday 4.30pm - 9pm; Friday 4.30pm - 9.30pm 


Celebrating our first anniversary! 


Cotch Up, 
8. Ploy 
‘Drop-in’ Cioche 


Station Road, Llantwit Major 


f: 




We have extended our Baby and 
Toddler Group with the ‘drop-in’ Creche 
facilities and now offer activities for adults 
plus babysitting services. 


SIGNED copies of 
Barry-born author 
Simon OkilVs debut 
novel. Nobody Loves 
a Bigfoot Like a 
Bigfoot Babe, are 
available at 

Nickleby ’ s 
Bookstore, Llantwit 
Major (where he 
now lives) and at the 
Cowbridge 
Bookshop. 


EASTER HOLIDAYS 

open for children up to aged 8 

SPRING FAYRE 

April 7th, 10am-2pm 
Llantonian Hall, behind the library, 
Llantwit Major. 

We will be joined by PlayBus Wales - 
face painting, balloon modelling, Owls 4 U, 
and Micky and Minnie Mouse will be with us. 

enquiries@catchupandplay.co.uk 
or c^l/text Sarah on 0789 444 5898 

D www.catchupandplay.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/candpcreche 
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A VERY SPECIAL TOWN 


Professional, reliable 
Jjgj and friendly service 


01446 796582 
07854 168459 


NEED A TAXI? 

We will do our best to adapt to your every need, from a 
long distance airport or holiday trip to a local shopping trip. 
All include the personal touch where all drivers 
will willingly help to the very best of their ability. 


Cars 


^ Private Hire I Weddings 

^ Airport Transfers I Corporate Events 

^ Any Distance Covered I Shopping Trips 

4, 6 & 8 SEATS 

DAY OR NIGHT BY ADVANCED BOOKING 


( 01446 ) 79 31 31 


^ 01446 794725 

Unit 6 The Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Vale Shoe Repair & Trophy Centre 

Our full range of facilities include: 
Shoe Repair 
Sign Service 
t*' Key Cutting 
Engraving 
Trophy Sales 
Sales 6>/Zippo Lighters, 
Watches, Watch Straps 
and Watch Batteries (fitted) 


whether you need a new wehsite or 
your PC repaired and de-bugged, call 
us on Freephone 0800 024 84 98 for 
a fast response and friendly support. 


rf 


Freephone 0800 024 84 98 

www.smartpc-online.co.uk 


Time to take a closer look at lovely... 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiding Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Undeifbor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 23) 

It is that excellent 
service that has helped 
John Woods at 
Nickleby’s Bookshop 
survive and prosper in 
what is a tough mar¬ 
ketplace. 

It is particularly 
strong in children’s 
books, travel guides, 
fiction and local histo¬ 
ry* 

John recalled a 
travel writer saying 
that one factor in 
judging a small town 
was whether it had an 
independent bookshop 
- so Nickleby’s is 
doing its bit for the 
town. 

A former librarian, 
he feels that the expe¬ 
rience he has gained 
over the years, when it 


comes to advising 
readers, is a real 
strength of the busi¬ 
ness. 

He added: “Another 
strength is that we can 
get any book from 
anywhere in the world 
quickly, and at a good 
price.” 

Every shopper likes 
to come into town and 
see something differ¬ 
ent, and monthly craft 
fairs at the Llantonian 
Hall are proving popu¬ 
lar - and they now 
play their part in 
attracting local people 
and visitors to the 
town. 

Sue Brooks and 
Peta Shields have been 
organising them for 
two years now, and 
growth has been 
steady, with the next 
fair this Saturday 
(March 23). 

Peta told The GEM: 
“The fairs are now 
attended by a host of 
stall holders and 
skilled crafters - many 
from the Vale and 
some from further 
afield. 

“Many local sup¬ 
porters enjoy coming 
along for a chat with 
friends, a snack and a 
browse.” 

A sense of commu¬ 
nity is an important 
part of any town. It 
helps local businesses 
to thrive, and it can 
support a wide variety 
of community groups. 

One place which is 
already a community 
centre - the Western 
Vale Integrated 
Children’s Centre 
(WVICC) is looking to 
attract more local 
groups. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 26) 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 

PoundlieM Shopping Centre CF61MA 

3 New Retail 
Startup Units 

Inimedlaiely auallable and 
ready to go 

All In price from £13 per day 
except elecricity used - no VAT 
Licence details from 
properties^filco.co.uk 
111:07860745246 
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EASTER IN 
LLANTWIT 


T he Plaza Toymaster store in 

Llantwit Major is running a series 
of Easter egg hunts (from March 
25-30). 

On average, there will be a dozen clues 
around the town centre for local children to fol¬ 
low. 

Store manager Mike Thatcher said: “Children 
collect their first clue from Plaza Toymaster then 
follow the trail. 

“Once they have completed the hunt, they 
return to Plaza Toymaster to collect their prize 
and to be entered into that day’s grand prize 
draw.” 


"""^SPACE 





New 5ivd»o \4afor 


www.)rourspocclrvin 9 .coiji 

I 0t44« /V4!>y6 

iB^hcOyTiirn^-^urrnfl cow 


Time to take a closer look at lovely... 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR - ■ 


WITH EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN LLANTWIT 
MAJOR, WHY SHOP ANYWHERE ELSE? 



^LLANTWIT MAJOR 


CRAFT & 
GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 
Regular monthly fairs 

Next one_ 

this Saturday 
23rd March 
Llantonian Hall 
(behind the library) 
10.00am - 3pm 

Come and see your regular favourites, look at 
new stalls and indulge in a yummy snack. 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E: petashieIds@gniaiLconi ^ 




Top prices for.. 

Computers-Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

We take all types of metal and metal content items 
from the General Public & Businesses. 
Competitive deals. Tradesmen welcome. 

Find us on Llandow Trading Estate. CF71 7PB 

Any queries call 07972 510 158 


SLOANgCe 

New Season Arrivals 


Bold Colours, Hot Prints 
& Stunning Prices 




Get a Free Discount 
Card this weekend, 
and save money all 
year round. 

(please note this is not a store card) 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

OPEN over Easter as Normal 10am-4pm 

Gift Vouchers available.We sell nothing over £40! 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 

Follow us onFaceboolV m 
SloanandCompany 



PC of Mind 

PCofMEND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and 
business clients. For new computers, laptops, 
repairs, upgrades, networkii^, internet 
problems, come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or ofibce 
visits are available, usually within a day of your call. 

So whatever you need for your computer, please call us. 
Branches in Llantwit Major or Pencoed. 

- 

New Systems from £410 
Laptops from £330 
Tablets from £175 

Data transfer from your old PC £25. 
Delivery and set-up in your home £25. 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs and laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 vwvw.pcofmind.biz 




NICKLEBY’S Bookstore 


Books are ideal for relaxing this Spring both on holiday 
and at home. We have a wide range in stock - including 
children’s books, novels, local history, hobbies, cookery, 
biography, sport - many at bargain prices, and offer a 
next-day book-ordering service for items not in stock. 

www.nicklebysbookstore.co.uk 
01446 795166 

6 Poundfield Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Sewini) ‘Bo.r 

Llantwit Major 

Quality • Service • Price 

Saturday 
Sale 

10% off 
everything 
over £10 




Beautiful 
curtains - 
affordable 
prices Gorgeous yarns 

23 Poundfield 
Llantwit Major, CF61IXA. 

Tel 01446194966 

Opening hours: Monday 10am-530pm^ 
Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am-530pm 
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Time to take a closer look at lovely... 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR 


WVICC community facility 
questionnaire - deadline March 31st 



CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 24 

In recent years, as 
its name implies, the 
WVICC has been pri¬ 
marily associated with 
children’s activities, 
but about a year ago it 
came under the man¬ 
agement of the Diocese 
of Llandaff Board of 
Social Responsibility. 

The centre manager, 
Paula Malorey-Vibert, 
told The GEM: “We 
would like more 
groups to consider 
using our community 
space, and we have 
rooms suitable for a 
range of activities. 

“Young people’s 
groups and senior citi¬ 
zens would be espe¬ 
cially welcome, but 
our aim is to get to the 
stage where the centre 
is open in the evening 
for a range of commu¬ 
nity activities. 

“As a not-for-profit 
organisation, any 
extra income would be 


used for improving 
our facilities.” 

One new company 
already successfully 
using the WVICC as 
a base, is ‘Catch-Up 
and Play, owned and 
managed by Sarah 
Jackson Griffiths. 

Sarah recently cele¬ 
brated completing her 
first year in the centre 
- a year that has seen 
it expand from a baby 
and toddler group to a 
drop-in creche with 
activities for adults 
and a babysitting serv¬ 
ice. 

The WVICC recent¬ 
ly issued a consulta¬ 
tion questionnaire, 
asking the community 
to indicate any extra 
activities or facilities 
they would like to see 
at the centre. The 
deadline for handing it 
in is March 31. 

For information 
about the WVICC or 
the questionnaire, con¬ 
tact 01446 793030. 


Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Do you have a 
property to rent? 

We can find you a tenant 
fast for a fixed fee 
of just £250 - the lowest 
fees guaranteed or we can 
advertise only until Let on 
Rightmove for only £49. 

Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 

* rightmove OFS 



Looking to advertise in over 42,000 newspapers, covering 
Penarth to Porthcawl AND online? Then contact us on 
01446 774484 or email gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


‘Park properly or face 

a £70 fine’ — drivers are warned 


TRAFFIC wardens 
will be back on the 
streets of the Vale 
and Bridgend county 
boroughs next month. 

The two councils 
have joined forces and 
from April 1, anyone 
caught parking illegally 
will receive a fine of up 
to £70. 

A total of 17 new 
Civil Enforcement 
Officers, wearing black 
and blue uniforms, will 
be on the streets seven 
days a week, including 
bank holidays. 

Twelve wardens will 
be on patrol in 
Bridgend, with another 
five in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Civil parking enforce¬ 
ment refers to the trans¬ 
fer of parking enforce¬ 
ment from the police to 
local authorities. 

BCBC and the Vale 
Council submitted appli¬ 
cations to the Welsh 
Government last year, to 
allow the creation of a 
parking enforcement 
area across both coun¬ 
ties. 

Coun Rob Curtis, 
Vale cabinet member for 
the environment and vis¬ 
ible services, with spe¬ 
cial responsibility for 
traffic management, 
said: “Most drivers are 
considerate and use des¬ 
ignated parking spots; 
but there are some who 
think they can park 
wherever they like. 


without any considera¬ 
tion to other road users, 
pedestrians or traders. 

“These are the people 
our officers will be 
specifically targeting 
during our Park It! cam¬ 
paign. Our message to 
these problem parkers is 
- park it properly, or 
face a fine.” 

Andrew Loosemore, 
operational manager for 
highways and engineer¬ 
ing for the Vale Council 
said: “All our Civil 
Enforcement Officers 
will be issued with hand¬ 
held computers with 
inbuilt cameras, so they 
can print tickets, ensure 
the data is logged on our 
system, and take photos 
of the offending vehicles 


and of the ticket fixed to 
the windscreen.” 

There are two levels 
of penalty charges, 
depending on the severi¬ 
ty of the parking contra¬ 
vention. 

The higher band is 
£70 (reduced to £35 if 
paid within 14 days) and 
the lower band is £50 
(reduced to £25 if paid 
within 14 days). 

In cases of late pay¬ 
ment, the penalty charge 
increases to £105 (high¬ 
er band) and £75 (lower 
band). 

This may be more if 
the council has to pursue 
the debt through the use 
of bailiffs. 

Coun Mike Gregory, 
cabinet member for 


resources at Bridgend 
council, said: “We’ve all 
been inconvenienced by 
inconsiderate or obstruc¬ 
tive car parking at one 
time or another, but for 
some residents and busi¬ 
nesses, it can be a huge¬ 
ly disruptive and regular 
problem. 

“Many other councils 
in Wales have already 
launched civil parking 
enforcement schemes, 
but the partnership 
approach that is being 
adopted between 

Bridgend and the Vale 
will be unique, and will 
greatly improve the situ¬ 
ation for the benefit of 
visitors, businesses and 
residents alike.” 


AIRPORT BLOW ‘WAKE-UP 


CALU FOR 

THE withdrawal of Swiss carri¬ 
er Helvetic from Cardiff Airport 
is a wake-up call for the Welsh 
Government, said regional AM 
and Welsh Conservative Leader, 
Andrew RT Davies. 

“This news is yet another major 
blow for the airport, which has seen 
passenger numbers fall from over two 
million to around a million in a rela¬ 
tively short space of time. 

“It is also a wake-up call for a 
Welsh Government who are hell-bent 
on using taxpayers ’ money to fund the 
purchase of the airport, without pre¬ 
senting a convincing case for how they 
will make the acquisition work for the 
Welsh public, ” he commented. 


ASSEMBLY 

“To think that more than £500,000 
was spent by the Welsh Government 
marketing Wales in Switzerland a little 
over two years ago, it is disappointing 
to see that Helvetic are now pulling the 
Zurich link altogether, but clearly for 
one reason or another, it simply hasn’t 
worked out. 

“If the First Minister is serious 
about this purchase and restoring the 
airport’s fortunes, he needs to start 
thinking about how they are going to 
foster route development and bring in 
new carriers that will offer genuine 
competition to other alternatives such 
as Bristol Airport. 

“At present, that simply isn’t hap¬ 
pening, ” Mr Davies added. 


SWOOSH WESTS BIG AT 
YOUTH AWARDS EVENT 



MEMBERS of the 
Swoosh wehsite 
{www.swoosh.me.uk) 
editorial group were 
rewarded recently at 
the successful 

Bridgend and Vale of 
Glamorgan Youth 
Awards 2013. 

The awards, run by the 
Vale and Bridgend Youth 
service, the Vale 
Children and Young 
People’s Partnership and 
Vibe Experience, cele¬ 
brated the amazing 
achievements of young 
people over the past year, 
in a variety of fields and 
interests, from the arts to 
volunteering, and the 
overall ‘Achiever of the 
Year’. 

The Swoosh website 
won the Welsh Language 
Award in recognition of 
its commitment to fur¬ 
thering the Welsh lan¬ 
guage and culture, and 
editorial group member 
Megan Pudney was joint 
winner, with Motion 
Control dance tutor 
Samantha Owens, as 
‘Young Volunteer of the 
Year’ (18-25) for their 
work with Swoosh, 
Penarth Youth Action and 
Air Cadets, and dance 
inclusion, tutoring and 
mentoring respectively. 

The editorial group 
members were also 
awarded certificates in a 
number of other cate¬ 
gories, including the 
Recognition Award, the 
Global and International 
Award, Young Achiever 


ABOVE: Young 
volunteers and (right) 
Harry Taylor, receive 
their awards. 

of the Year and 
Participation Award. 

The hard work and 
dedication of the group 
members has ensured 
that the website is a go-to 
source for young peo¬ 
ple’s news, views and 
information in the Vale. 

The coveted Young 
Achiever of the Year 
Award went to 12-year- 
old Harry Taylor for his 
brilliant anti drink driv¬ 
ing film he produced 
with the Vale Youth 
Street Team in St Athan 
on the V-POD multime¬ 
dia bus. 

His creativity and 
understanding of the dan¬ 
gers of drink driving 
impressed the judging 
panel so much, he was 
the runaway winner of 
the evening. 

Jessica Peters, one of 
the editorial group mem¬ 
bers and nominees of the 


night, said about the 
evening: “I had an amaz¬ 
ing night at the Vale 
Youth Awards, everyone 
was amazing! 

“A massive well done 
to all the winners and 
runners up! So much 
amazing work is going 
on in the Vale and 
Bridgend; so it is good to 
see it getting some recog¬ 
nition" 

Swoosh editor Beckie 
Jordan said, “The 


Bridgend and Vale Youth 
Awards was an absolute¬ 
ly fantastic event, and I 
am incredibly proud of 
our success and the dedi¬ 
cation of the young peo¬ 
ple who make up the edi¬ 
torial group. 

“Their commitment to 
the work they do is sec¬ 
ond to none, ensuring the 
website continues to go 
from strength-to- 

strength.” RJ 
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‘FUNNY MONEY’ RAISES £300 FOR COMIC 
RELIEF WITH ITS AMAZING COSTUMES 


R ed Nose Day 
was a fantas¬ 
tic Funny for 
Money event at All 
Saints Church in 
Wales Primary 
School when every¬ 
one came to school 
dressed as their 
favourite funny 
person or character 
and there were lit¬ 
erally hundreds of 
amazing costumes. 

During the fun 
activities, year-6 and 
their teacher, Mr Ball, 
filmed their own ver¬ 
sion of the Harlem 
Shake and year-3 
took part in a Comic 
Relief quiz. 

During the celebra¬ 
tion assembly, repre¬ 
sentatives from each 
class got the chance to 
tell their favourite 
jokes and everyone 
had a great day. 

Deputy head¬ 
teacher, Miss Lewis, 
said that she was very 
impressed with the 
effort everyone had 
made with their imag¬ 
inative costumes. The 
event raised around 
£300 for Comic 
Relief. 

NM 




IN BRIEF 

CAOS coffee 

A COFFEE morning 
will be held at the 
Lesser Hall, 

Cowbridge, on behalf 
of CAOS on Saturday 
(March 23) at 10am- 
12.30pm. Entry £1 to 
include tea/coffee. 
Cake stall, small gifts, 
tombola and raffle. 

Brass band 

THE Arcomis interna¬ 
tional brass event takes 
place at Cardiff’s St 
David’s Hall on 
Saturday, March 23 at 
6pm-7.15pm. 

Rhoose bingo 

RHOOSE Community 
Centre at Stewart 
Road is holding a bingo 
session on Saturday 
(March 23) at 2.30pm. 
All proceeds go 
towards the upkeep of 
the hall. 
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HEROES AND VILLAINS RUB SHOULDERS 
FOR COMIC RELIEF IN A BARRY SCHOOL! 



STAFF and children at Gladstone 
Primary in Barry certainly got into the 
Comic Relief spirit on Red Nose Day 
when the majority turned up at school 
dressed as a hero or a villain, or wearing 
Comic Relief T-shirts in exchange for a 
contribution towards the charity. 

Fun and games took place in the school hall dur¬ 
ing the afternoon, organised by Jonathan Hill and Ali 
Griffiths, when staff volunteered to take part in dif¬ 
ferent activities. 

Children paid 50p to get a chance to throw a cus¬ 
tard pie at their teachers and staff took part in a fun 
quiz where wrong answers meant getting egged! 

All children contributed a joke to make up a 
Gladstone Joke Book which will go on sale shortly. 

So far, the school has raised a staggering £570 for 
this very worthwhile cause and would like to thank 
all children and parents for their continuing support, 
and all staff for being good sports! 





STUDENTS’ GEOLOGY FIELDWORK 

BARRY Comprehensive School 
GCSE geology students trav¬ 
elled to Pembrokeshire recently, 
to collect data for controlled 
assessment projects. 

The group stayed at Broadhaven 
overnight and did two days of field¬ 
work looking at the rocks, minerals 
and fossils in the area. 

They visited Marloes Sands, 
Newgale and Solva to investigate the 
geological history of the area. The stu¬ 
dents will now complete a project in 
class that will account for 25per cent 
of their final GCSE mark. 




There’s always a welcome in the hillsides for 
the English rughy legend ‘Dai’ Duckham... 



ABOVE: 

Artist Picasso Griffiths (left) with David Dai’Duckham (and his 
caricature) together with organiser Paul Fielding. 


Report and photographs 

by Keith E Morgan. 


WALES 30 - 
ENGLAND 3! 
What a great game; 
what an ecstatic day 
for Wales; a day on 
which legends were 
born! 

It was also a great day 
for Prostate Cymru, the 
Cowbridge-based chari¬ 
ty. At a pre-match lunch 
in the Maldron Hotel, 
Cardiff, organised by 
Legends Hospitality, the 
princely sum of £530 
was raised for the charity. 

The after-lunch speak¬ 
er, David Duckham, the 
former British Lions and 
England international, 
generously donated two 
autographed rugby shirts 
for the raffle, as well as 
an autographed carica¬ 
ture of himself by local 
artist ‘Picasso Griffiths’ 
to be auctioned for the 


cause. As a member of 
the 1973 Barbarians team 
that beat the All Blacks - 
and because of his side¬ 
stepping running style - 
he was welcomed as an 
honorary Welshman, 
‘Dai’ Duckham. 

After a humorous and 
informative talk about 
his rugby career, Dai 
drew out the names of the 
winners of the raffle for 
one British Lions shirt 
and one English shirt. 

The raffle raised £450 
and the auction that fol¬ 
lowed for his caricature, 
brought in a further £80. 

As a bonus, the Welsh 
team went on to be Six 
Nations champions and 
(more importantly) deny 
England the Grand 
Slam! 



ABOVE (left to right): David Duckham, Gary Hobbs (auction 
winner), Graham Cook (with England shirt), Paul Fielding 
and Jason Beament (with Lions shirt). 
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Mad Chatters’ tea 
party full of 
favourite characters 






ON March 5, children attending 
‘KiddieWinkles Childminding’got 
dressed up after school to enjoy an 
hour of fun, games, singing and 
dancing all in aid of the I CAN 
Chatterbox Challenge and World 
Book Day. 

The children were sponsored by their fam¬ 
ily and friends, to sing nursery rhymes while 
being dressed up as their favourite book 
characters. 

I can’s Chatterbox Challenge is an annu¬ 
alfundraising activity for nurseries, chil¬ 
dren ’s groups, parents and childminders. 
Children aged 0-5 have fun and develop 
their communication skills by singing songs 
and rhymes to raise money for children who 
struggle with their speech and language. 


Air Cadets pack their 
bags for summer trips! 



THE FUNDRAISING TEAM AT TESCO. 


OVER 20 Air Cadets, 
including several from 
Bridgend and Cowbridge, 
spent St Patrick’s Day in 
the Tesco Extra Superstore 
in Bridgend, assisting shop¬ 
pers to pack their bags. 

The cadets raised just over 
£1,000 to boost the Wing Welfare 
Fund. 

Many of the cadets are hoping 


to travel to Gibraltar in July to 
complete the PADI open water 
scuba diving course. The dream 
has come a little bit closer, but 
£12,000 is needed. 

Cadets from No3 Welsh Wing 
are off to the Netherlands in July, 
to take part in the arduous 
Nijmegen Marches, and in 
August, 30 cadets will have a trip 
to the historic Normandy Beaches. 

Fit Lt Stuart Morgan, Deputy 


Wing Chairman, No3 Welsh Wing 
said: “We are delighted to have 
raised over £1,000 today. This is a 
large sum of money that will help 
the Wing Welfare Fund to support 
cadet activities. 

“Cadets are able to pursue a 
number of opportunities not avail¬ 
able to other teenagers. They 
learn new skills and gain national¬ 
ly recognised awards which pre¬ 
pare them for adult life.” 


On the trail of 
1 7 ‘extraordinary* 
Barry women 


A SPECIAL trail 
marking the 
achievements of 
17 extraordinary 
women has been 
launched in Barry. 

The Barry Women’s 
Trail was unveiled by 
Vale Council cabinet 
members Bronwen 
Brooks and Lis Burnett 
at the council’s 
International Women’s 
Day event at Barry 
Memorial Hall. 

A booklet, available 
in council offices and 
libraries in the Vale, 
tells the story of each 
of the women and 
shows where to find 
the plaques which have 
been dedicated to them 
across the town. 

They include com¬ 
poser Grace Williams, 
former mayor and 
council leader Coun 
Margaret Alexander, 
and social entrepreneur 
Lucy Dickenson, who 
founded international 
development charity 
the SAFE Foundation. 

Lucy’s twin sister 
Hannah, who still runs 
the charity, attended 
the launch of the trail 
with her family. She 
said the location of her 
sister’s plaque on The 
Knap, where they had 
celebrated their birth¬ 
day every year was a 
special place, and all 
the family were so 



proud of Lucy. 

Leader of the 
Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: 
“International 
Women’s Day cele¬ 
brates the economic, 
political and social 
achievements of 
women past and pres¬ 
ent. So we are delight¬ 
ed to launch the Barry 
Women’s Trail today in 
honour of these 
remarkable, inspira¬ 
tional women. 

“I am particularly 
pleased that the Vale’s 
former mayor and 
council leader, Coun 
Margaret Alexander, 
has been included in 
the trail with a memo¬ 
rial bench at Nell’s 
Point on Barry Island. 
Coun Alexander, a 
friend and colleague, 
who sadly passed away 
last year, was someone 
passionately commit¬ 
ted to achieving equal¬ 
ity for women.” 




Fairtrade coffee morning 



ABOVE: Coun Les Sword held a coffee morning to highlight Fairtrade, and the plight of people 
in Haiti following the 2010 earthquake. Among those attending were Jane Hutt AM, Godfrey 
Knight, and Coun Rob Curtis. 

The Mayor of Barry, Coun Les Sword host- Jesus Name which seeks to release children 
ed a Fairtrade Coffee Morning on behalf of in the Third World from poverty, and has 
Barry Town Council on Friday, March 8. helped earthquake and flood victims in in 
The morning was to highlight the issue of Haiti. 

Fairtrade and was in aid of Compassion in A total of £160 was raised. 
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I NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS AT LLANTWIT MAJOR COMPREHENSIVE I 


Pupils take a scientific approach! 



YEAR-5 pupils from Rhws Primary visit¬ 
ed Llantwit Major Comprehensive school 
as part of their science activities during 
the National Science and Engineering 
week. 

They enjoyed visiting the laboratory and using 
Bunsen burners with Mr Searle and Mr Jones. Sixth 
form pupils Jess Tidely, Tom Parker, Daniel Lewis 
and Jordon Boswell also helped to lead the lessons. 

We look forward to seeing year-5 pupils from our 
six cluster primaries next week for the Ice bridge 
event that we host annually. 

Year-11 health and social care girls have raised 
funds for Oxfam. They saved up their spare change 
over the past couple of months and managed to raise 
enough to provide a gift of water for 20 people. 


News in and out 
of class from 
the Eagleswell 
Primary School 


IT has been a very busy term 
at Eagleswell Primary School. 
The first half term was spent 
busily preparing for our 
eisteddfod. The pupils com¬ 
peted in various competitions, 
such as art, design and tech¬ 
nology, handwriting, Welsh 
recitals and poetry. The bard 
for this year’s eisteddfod was 
Morgan Edwards, who wrote 
a superb poem about castles. 
Thinking 
of others 

WE have been busy selling chicks 
in aid of Velindre Hospital and a 
total of £200 has been raised so far. 

Last Friday, as part of our Comic 
Relief Red Nose Day festivities, 
Eagleswell pupils came to school 
wearing something unusual. ‘Onesies’ 
seemed to be very popular! We sold 
240 red noses and a total of £353.69 
was raised from the sale and dona¬ 
tions from pupils. 

The day culminated in an assem¬ 
bly, taken by the headteacher, Mr 
Watkins. This was ‘Eagleswell does 
the Harlem Shake’. 

If you haven’t seen it, then please 
check us out on YouTube, or on our 
website eagleswell.com/harlemshake. 

There have been over 600 views in 
less than 48 hours. The pupils thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the experience and 
are delighted to see themselves on 
screen. 

Many thanks to Mrs Crowther and 
school council for the choice of con¬ 
cept. 

Also to Matthew Gall, for the film¬ 
ing and editing of the Harlem Shake 
footage, and for uploading it onto the 
web. 

ECO 

news 

OUR Eco Eagles have been very 


busy. We participated in the Vale’s 
Christmas card recycling scheme 
and collected 3,193 cards. 

We have also taken delivery of 30 
hedgerow saplings, including holly, 
dog rose and hawthorn, courtesy of 
the Woodlands Trust. 

These will be planted to enhance 
the habitats for birds and other 
wildlife. 

Bird and bat boxes, made and 
donated by pupils, Joseph and 
Kristian Parry, have been put up and 
are already attracting hedge sparrows 
and other birds. 

We are collecting empty two-litre 
clear plastic bottles in preparation for 
our summer term project - the con¬ 
struction of our pop bottle green¬ 
house. More news to follow. 

Out and 
about 

YEARS 3 and 4 pupils visited the 
Rhondda Heritage Park on March 
6, as part of their work on the topic 
of Black Gold. 

We had tried on two previous occa¬ 
sions, but these had to be cancelled 
due to the snow. The pupils travelled 
underground to experience what life 
must have been like for children 
working underground during the 
Victorian era. 

They were also taken on a tour of 
the village of Trehafod, to see the 
first colliery and to the original tracks 
along which the coal drams were 
transported. 

Pupils from years 5 and 6 took part 
in the Lord Mayor’s charity spring 
showcase in St David’s Hall on 
March 13. 

They had a fantastic time perform¬ 
ing at this prestigious venue. Thirty 
five pupils went as part of the 
Llantwit Major Cluster Choir. Who 
knows whether one or two of them 
may well be performing on this very 
stage in the future? GR 


Who wants to build what 
and where in the area? 


Mr Paul Anthony Drew 
- Ivy Cottage, 

Leckwith, Cardiff - 

Alterations and replace¬ 
ment of the existing 
driveway. 

Mr Derek Hooper - 8 
Llandaff Close, 

Penarth - Demolition of 
double garage and utility 
and erection of single 
storey side and front 
extensions, first floor 
side extension and rear 
dormer. 

Mr Peter Draper - 3 
West Earm Close, 
Ogmore By Sea - 
Garage extension to 
front elevation. 

Mr ER and Mrs DL 
Jenkins - Land at 
Trehill, St Nicholas - 
Digging of a trench 
which is to contain the 
foundations, or part of 
the foundations, of a 
building. 

Mr Carr - Tyddyn 
Castan, Dyffryn 
Crescent, Peterston 
Super Ely - Reduce 
longer limbs by three 
metres. 

Mr Porter - 18 Pwll Y 
Min Crescent, 

Peterston Super Ely - 
Pell Horse Chestnut tree. 
Mr Price - Ty Coed, 

Mill Lay Lane, 

Llantwit Major - 
Proposed extension 
above existing garage to 
extend first floor living 
space. Balcony to front 
elevation. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Council - Ysgol Dewi 
Sant, Ham Lane East, 
Llantwit Major - 
Double classroom exten¬ 
sion to existing school. 
Mr Kong - 41 Devon 
Avenue, Barry - 
Edwardian conservatory 
to rear. 

Lloyds Banking Group - 


Lloyds TSB Bank Pic, 
High Street, Cowbridge 

- Two internally illumi¬ 
nated Text Bands; one 
internally illuminated 
Projector; one internally 
illuminated Squarel; two 
non-illuminated alumini¬ 
um nameplates; two 
non-illuminated, inter¬ 
nally applied vinyls; five 
internally illuminated 
window light strips. 

Mr Alan Hailey - 16 
Laburnum Way, Dinas 
Powys - Reduce over¬ 
hang of Oak tree to No 8 
Chestnut Close and 
canopy by a maximum 
of 15 per cent. 

Mr R Patterson - 128 
South Road, Sully - 
Part two storey, part sin¬ 
gle storey rear extension. 
Mr Stephen Kitch - 
Garage and yard, 

Salop Place, Penarth - 
Renewal of expired 
planning permission 
2006/01052/PUL for two 
storey house. 

Mr James Davies - 
Eormer City Inn, City, 
Nr Cowbridge - 
Landscaping works to 
the front garden, includ¬ 
ing the construction of a 
retaining wall to the 
southern elevation which 
returns along the eastern 
elevation of the site. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Council - Albert Road 
Primary School, Albert 
Road, Penarth - 
Repair/renovation, 
including demolition of 
chimney stack and 
replacement of five win¬ 
dows on main building; 
plus works to store 
block. 

Mr and Mrs Marcus 
Howells - 3 Britten 
Road, Penarth - Single 
storey extension to bun¬ 
galow to create addition¬ 


al living space complete 
with utility room exten¬ 
sion; existing vehicular 
access widened. 

Mr and Mrs Adrian 
Barker -162 
Westbourne Road, 
Penarth - Single storey 
rear extension to form 
sun room. 

Mrs Liane Cridland - 
Holly Cottage, 4, The 
Vines, Colwinston - 
Proposed chimney for 
wood burning stove. 

Pitz Project Management 

- Three Horseshoes 
Inn, Moulton, Barry - 
Change of use from first 
floor dining area to four 
tourist rooms. 

Pitz Project Management 

- Land at the rear of 2 
Orchard Drive, Barry 


- Storage building on 
existing yard to rear of 2 
Orchard Drive, Barry. 

Mr Richard and Sian 
Banks - The Tower, 
Tower Hill, Penarth - 
External renovations, 
ground floor extension 
and new vehicular 
entrance. 

Mrs Annemarie Evans - 
Croft House, Peterston 
Super Ely - Proposed 
conservatory to front 
elevation (to replace 
existing) 

Mr and Mrs P Cahill - 
10, Pwll y Myn 
Crescent, Peterston 
Super Ely - Single 
storey rear extension and 
internal alterations. 

Dr Colin Smith - 
Harbours Edge, 38 


Plas Taliesin, Portway 
Marine, Penarth - 

Replacement of an exist¬ 
ing front elevation win¬ 
dow at the property with 
a sliding aluminium 
patio door. 

Miss J Leask - 
Itimacacori, Rectory 
Road, St Athan - Erect 
rear single storey exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr G and Mrs A ap-Sion 

- 13c, Albert Crescent, 
Penarth - Removal of 
Ash tree. 

Mr Nigel Esterkin - 37- 
39 Holton Road, Barry 

- Change of use of 
upper floors from offices 
to four self-contained 
residential flats. 


Cyclist hopes to put 
Brake on road toll 


A 62-year-old man 
is urging local peo¬ 
ple to support him 
on a daring cycle 
tour across Britain, 
to raise vital funds 
for a road safety 
campaign. 

Graham Brain, of 
Llancarfan, will be 
embarking on a 1,500 
mile cycle from John 
O’Groats to Land’s End 
on May 20 calling at 11 
extreme geographical 
points along the way. 

He will be cycling for 
around 50 miles every 
day over 35 days in aid 
of Brake, the road safety 
charity. 

Gr^am is looking for 
keen volunteers to hop 
on their bikes and join 
him on all or part of the 


tour, or to help the cause 
by sponsoring this ambi¬ 
tious challenge. 

Every day, five people 
die in collisions on Great 
Britain’s roads, and 
Graham is hoping that 
his challenge will not 
only raise money but 
will also raise awareness 
about the importance of 
road safety. 

Graham said: “When 
you consider the shock¬ 
ing number of people 
that are killed and 
injured on our roads, we 
need to do as much as 
we can to reduce casual¬ 
ties. 

“I’m hoping that this 
challenge will help to 
raise the profile of road 
safety and the excellent 
work carried out by 
Brake. 


“It is going to be 
tough, but this important 
cause and the support of 
fellow cyclists and spon¬ 
sors, will help to get me 
through.” 

Brake is an independ¬ 
ent road safety charity 
which exists to reduce 
deaths and injuries on 
our roads and to provide 
support for families 
bereaved and seriously 
injured in road crashes. 

To find out more 
about Graham’s cycle 
challenge, go to 
WWW. gbextremetour co. u 
k or to contact Graham 
to get involved call 
07873 225744; to spon¬ 
sor Graham go to 
WWW. just giving. com/GB 
ExtremeTour2013. 
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Patriotic pupils celebrate saint’s day in style 



ABOVE and BELOW: Pupils are all dressed by for their St David’s Day eisteddfod. 




ABOVE: Llancarfan pupils get dressed up for World Book Day. 


LLANCARFAN 
Primary School cel¬ 
ebrated St David’s 
Day by showcasing 
pupil’s talents from 
literature and art to 
music and dance. 

Pupils and staff made 
this another fantastic 
eisteddfod for the 
school, with a special 
mention for this year’s 
Bard of Llancarfan, 
Rebecca Rees, year-6. 

“This is my first 
eisteddfod at 

Llancarfan,” said head¬ 
teacher, Colin Smith, 
“and I have been incred¬ 
ibly impressed by the 
pupils and staff who 
have put together such a 
spectacular celebration.” 

For Llancarfan 
Primary, one of the 
Vale’s top performing 
schools, this year’s 
eisteddfod also marks a 


celebration of a different 
kind as the school 
secures its future, safe 
from closure. 

Talent shines 
through 

LLANCARFAN 
Primary recently cel¬ 
ebrated the achieve¬ 
ments of 21 talented 
young writers who 
will all have stories 
published in a book 
called Around The 
World In 80 Words. 

Pupils wrote short 
stories on a theme that 
inspired them, with the 
added challenge of using 
80 words or fewer! 

From a tremendous 
amount of entries, sto¬ 
ries were selected based 
on imagination, percep¬ 
tion, expression and cre¬ 
ative use of language to 
be published in Around 
The World In 80 Words - 


Welsh NHS 
to Cardiff - 

T he Vale MP,Alun 

Cairns, again writes in 
The GEM attacking the 
Welsh NHS. He says he will be 
arranging a meeting in 
Llantwit Major to discuss the 
future of the accident and 
emergency department at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend and plan responses 
to the public consultation on 
the health board’s plans. 

I would remind Mr Cairns that 
the Welsh NHS is the responsibility 
of the Assembly Government, elect¬ 
ed by the Welsh people and that it’s 


Whafs on, and where and when'? 


responsible 
not London! 

nothing to do with any Westminster 
MPs. People should not contact Mr 
Cairns asking for help with any¬ 
thing to do with the Welsh NHS or 
Welsh education policy. 

If they do, he should be honest 
and tell them he is unable to help 
and advise them to contact their 
elected Assembly member. 

Remember this, Mr Cairns, if the 
people of Wales are not satisfied 
with the Welsh Government’s han¬ 
dling of our NHS or education poli¬ 
cy, then come the next Assembly 
elections, we can vote them out of 
office. 

G Smith, 

Llantwit Major. 


Mayor’s coffee 

The Vale Mayor, Coun Eric 
Hacker, is holding a coffee 
morning in aid of Age Cymru, 
at the Civic Office in Barry 
between 10.30 am and 12 noon 
on March 26. Tickets are £1.50 
each. 

Tenovus Friends 

BARRY Eriends of Tenovus are 
holding an Easter coffee morn¬ 
ing on March 27 at Romilly 
Bowls Pavilion in Romilly Park, 
Barry, from 10am-12 noon. £2 
entrance. All welcome. 

Contact 01446 408420. 
Coffee Shop Strollers 
VALEWAYS’ Coffee Shop 
Strollers are launching a 


new group in Rhoose on 
Thursday, March 28 (meet 
at Rhoose Station car park 
at 10.30 am). 

Also make a date in your diary 
for the fourth annual Vale of 
Glamorgan Walking Festival: 
May 31 - June 2. 

Visit the website www.vale 
ways.org.uk or email at 
info @ valeways.org. uk. 

Easter services 

TO mark Palm Sunday, All 
Saints Church in Victoria 
Square, Penarth, will be hold¬ 
ing a family service at 10am, 
including a procession around 
the church grounds. 

There will be a children’s 
service at 10am on Good 


Friday, with devotions from 
12pm-3pm. 

Easter Vigil Service, 7 pm on 
Easter Saturday; Holy 
Communion at Sam on Easter 
Sunday, with a family celebration 
service at 10am. 

Easter Communion service, St 
Peter’s, Old Cogan, at 3.30pm on 
Easter Sunday. 

Gymanfa Ganu 

The Gymanfa Ganu, normally 
held in Bab ell Chapel, 
Groesfaen will now take place on 
a date to be announced in June 
at Hope Penuel, Pontyclun, 
instead of at the usual Good 
Friday Service. 


Scotland and Wales in 
May. 

Copies of the A5 soft¬ 
back publication will be 
available for the lucky 
pupils and their families 
with copies being sent to 
schools and libraries 
across the UK and 
Republic of Ireland. 

“I am delighted to see 
so many of our pupil’s 
stories being selected to 
feature in this publica¬ 
tions,” said headteacher, 
Colin Smith. 

“One of Llancarfan 
Primary’s many 

strengths is literacy and 
we welcome any initia¬ 
tive such as this which 
inspires children of all 
ages to write creatively.” 

World 
Book Day 

PUPILS and teachers 
at Llancarfan Primary 
celebrated World Book 
Day on March 7 by 
dressing as characters 
from their favourite 
books. 

Pupils’ imaginations 
ran wild, with characters 
such as Horrid Henry 
and James Bond, 
Gulliver and The 
Gruffalo coming to 
school for the day! 

Llancarfan pupils 
enjoyed sharing their 
favourite books with 
their class-mates to cele¬ 
brate the magic of read¬ 
ing. 

World Book Day is 
the biggest celebration 
of its kind, with millions 
of book vouchers being 
given out to children 
across the world. 
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A fantastic day for Welsh rugby! 



Barry distance race fights off the cold conditions 


THE stagnant high pres¬ 
sure area which had cen¬ 
tred over the UK all 
week, meant one thing - 
it was going to be anoth¬ 
er very cold day for the 
27th edition of the Barry 
40 mile track race. 

In addition, recent days 
had seen moderate easterly 
winds indicating significant 
wind chill. Fortunately, these 
significantly abated for the 
big day, which suggested 
good running weather but a 
long tough day for the offi¬ 
cials and supporters. 

18 of the 21 entrants 
showed up and toed the line, 
and on paper the quality 
looked very high. The unfor¬ 
tunate cancellation of the 
Gloucester marathon/50 km 
meant that the Barry race 
assumed added importance, 
as it had become the only 
trial race for aspirants for 
international ultra selection 
for 2013. 

Last year’s runaway win¬ 
ner, Grant Jeans from 
Glasgow, had returned to 
defend his title, but the like¬ 
ly race favourite was 
Belgian Pieter Vermeesch, 
whose 2:19:45 marathon 
clocking from London 2011 
meant he was significantly 
faster than anyone else. The 
fact that he had also been 
four times the Belgian 100 
km champion meant that in 
theory he had both the speed 
and endurance to win the 
race comfortably. 

Both Jeans and 
Vermeesch had experienced 
lengthy lay-off through 
injury during 2012, meaning 
that should either falter, 
twice Barry 40 runner-up 
Paul Fernandez could go one 


better and win. In the ladies 
race, the late decision of last 
year’s winner Heather 
Foundling-Hawker not to 
race meant that Karen 
Rushton, runner-up in 2011, 
was a strong favourite to 
win. 

The first lap was sensa¬ 
tional, as Grant Jeans, as per 
last year, flew round the 
track in just 81 seconds, 
tracked by Pieter Vermeesch. 
If this was a sign of things 
to come, then fireworks 
were expected! 

The initial burst subsided, 
however, and the leaders set¬ 
tled into a steady rhythm of 
just outside six minute mil- 
ing. Early strategies were 
quickly established, some 
runners choosing their own 
pace, others preferring a few 
words and some convivial 
company. The white attire of 
Jeans and black of 
Vermeesch made for an 
interesting visual contrast, 
but there was nothing to 
choose between them at five 
miles, clocked in 30:31, with 
Jeans always a stride ahead. 
Fernandez was also looking 
good as he passed in 31:13, 
just 42 seconds adrift. 

Jeremy Mower lay fourth 
in 34:43, thereby leading the 
Welsh Championship, and 
Karen Rushton, running vir¬ 
tually identical pace to her 
performance in 2011, lay 
seventh in 36:22. 

Jeans and Vermeesch cir¬ 
cled the track for 40 laps, 
almost as Siamese twins, 
before Grant stopped for a 
drink. With the link broken, 
Pieter accepted the challenge 
to take the initiative, and 
began to move away. The 
respective 10 mile times 
were 62:09 for Vermeesch 


and 62:15 for Jeans; Paul 
Fernandez was now exactly 
one lap behind in 63:41, 
with Jeremy Mower still 
fourth in 70:06. 

Barrie Jones, a newcomer 
to the Barry 40, was certain¬ 
ly making an impressive 
debut as he came through 
next in 71:34, followed by 
Karen Rushton and 
Rasmivan Collinson, both 
moving easily and keeping 
each other company in 
73:24. 

Of the other ladies, Maria 
Zubizarreta, champion in 
2009, came next in 80:33, 
followed by Natasha Doyle 
85:28, Jeni Richards 88:29 
and Molly Melhuish 
1:54:20. All 18 runners were 
still moving well. 

The pace at the sharp end 
seemed effortless and was 
remorseless. It was well 
known that Vermeesch was 
the class act on paper, and 
he was proving it. His sec¬ 
ond 10 miles was a virtual 
carbon copy of the first, and 
he passed halfway in 
2:04:36. 

Grant Jeans was slowing 
a little but still looking good 
as he passed in 2:07:10, and 
Paul Fernandez was now 
starting to get a little closer, 
though still third, in 2:09:08. 
It was common knowledge 
that these three were likely 
to be the main protagonists, 
and so it was proving. 

Jeremy Mower was still 
fourth in 2:23:25, but was 
slowly being reeled in by 
Barrie Jones (2:23:50), and 
this mini-battle for a time 
became a focus for attention. 
At just 29, Jones was by 18 
years the younger, and youth 
versus experience battles are 
always fascinating when 


played out over an extended 
period. 

Karen Rushton was now 
clearly established in sixth 
place on 2:27:34, with the 
rest of the ladies’ timings 
Zubizarreta 2:34:31, Doyle 
2:56:11 and Richards 
2:58:36. 

The leaden skies had 
cleared somewhat, and the 
temperature had crawled up 
to four degrees. 
Unfortunately, the north¬ 
easterly wind had freshened 
a little, though never got 
above 12 mph. Reasonable 
for running, perishing for 
watching. The Barry 40 is 
well-known as being an 
endurance test for everyone, 
and it was certainly living 
up to its reputation. 

Not that the weather was 
bothering Pieter Vermeesch, 
far from it. By lap 90 he had 
caught and passed Grant 
Jeans for the second time, 
and by now also led Paul 
Fernandez by three laps. For 
a few hundred metres the 
three leaders were together, 
and one was able to get a 
visual impression of their 
relative strength. 

While Vermeesch was 
still looking absolutely 
imperious, Fernandez was 
moving almost equally well, 
and it appeared that Jeans 
was slipping back. Each 
subsequent lap seemed to 
confirm this position. 

Such was the standard of 
the race that all 18 runners 
were still moving well with 
three hours approaching. 
Sadly, that all changed. It 
was well known that Grant 
Jeans had experienced back 
problems since his win last 
year, and increasingly his 
discomfort was becoming 


apparent. His pace was 
beginning to slow accord¬ 
ingly. It was a brave defence 
of his title, but with almost 
14 miles still to run, there 
was only one sensible 
option. Around this time 
Maria Zubizarreta also with¬ 
drew, having declared her 
intentions before the start to 
only run 23 miles. 

Meanwhile, the pace up 
front was unrelenting. Pieter 
Vermeesch’s third 10 mile 
split was his fastest of the 
race so far, 61:41, and he 
was looking supremely com¬ 
fortable and confident. His 
30 mile time of 3:06:17 
meant that he now had a 
lead of 6:43 over Paul 
Eernandez, who was still 
moving very smoothly and 
surviving significantly better 
than on either of his two 
previous visits. 

The battle between 
between Jeremy Mower and 
Barrie Jones, which was 
now for third place, had also 
taken an interesting turn dur¬ 
ing the third ten miles. Jones 
had caught his man on Lap 
85, and by 30 miles held a 
precarious lead of 20 sec¬ 
onds, 3:38:00 to 3:38:20. 

In the ladies race, Karen 
Rushton had consolidated on 
her fifth position, and was 
now unstoppable as she 
clocked 3:44:17. The battle 
for the ladies minor places, 
which was now also for the 
Welsh title, was intriguingly 
poised between Natasha 
Doyle, on 4:28:40, with Jeni 
Richards now just 55 sec¬ 
onds behind on 4:29:35. 

Beyond 30 miles Pieter 
Vermeesch continued to 
show his class. Eor a time 
his lap times indicated that 
he was operating inside six 


minute miling, and his 
advantage opened up to 
seven laps. But Paul 
Eernandez was fighting hard 
too, and in the closing miles 
was actually the fastest run¬ 
ner on the track. 

The pace judgment of 
both athletes was quite 
remarkable in that both ran 
"negative splits" i.e. second 
half faster than the first - 
particularly impressive over 
so arduous a distance. It was 
Pieter Vermeesch’s first ultra 
track race, although he has 
extensive experience on the 
road. His winning time of 
4:08:59 was enough to rank 
him 29th fastest in the world 
all-time, and it was the 
fastest Barry 40 since 2004; 
and yet, given that it was his 
first ultra for 18 months 
after an extended lay-off, 
there is clearly the potential 
for much more. 

Paul Eernandez also 
showed enormous improve¬ 
ment over his previous 
attempts at this race, and his 
time of 4:19:13 was a 12 
minute personal best. 

Jeremy Mower’s third 
place in 4:56;02 was also a 
seven minute personal 
record, and beating the sig¬ 
nificant landmark of five 
hours for the first time. He 
also regained the Welsh title 
that he last won in 2009. 
Barrie Jones gave a great 
account of himself on his 
debut in fourth, and his time 
of 5:00:50 will surely only 
serve as a spur to beat the 
five hour mark next year. 

Karen Rushton had anoth¬ 
er magnificent run to claim 
the ladies title. She was five 
minutes down on her 2011 
run here, but it was still a 
wonderful effort. Behind 


her, Natasha Doyle just 
managed to hold off Jeni 
Richards for second (and the 
destiny of the Welsh title), 
6:04:51 to 6:08:09. 

At the race presentation, 
there was a nostalgic 
moment. In 1995, the then- 
chairman of the Leisure 
Services Committee, Neil 
Brown, presented the prizes, 
and two of the individual 
prize winners that day, 

Robin Gardner (the race 
winner, who won the over 
50 title this time) and James 
Zarei, were in action again. 

The penultimate runner to 
finish was Alan Mann, who 
has run every Barry 40 since 
2003, and has only failed to 
finish once, but the biggest 
cheer was reserved for the 
final runner. Two decades 
ago, James Zarei was 
amongst the finest exponents 
in the world of six day 
races, and twice won the 
250km Spartathlon in 
Greece. 

He hadn’t raced in Barry 
since 2000, and hadn’t raced 
at all for nearly as long. 
Aged 69, he turned back the 
years to finish really strong 
in 6:30:13 and immediately 
pledged to return next year. 

It was a truly emotional 
moment. 

A fantastic team effort, 
not only by the runners, but 
also by all the officials, 
thanks to Gary and Pip 
Hyatt yet again for the 
refreshments, and to the 
groundstaff Mike Dodd and 
Nick Collins. Everyone 
wanted to be somewhere 
warmer, but everyone also 
had a warm glow after wit¬ 
nessing yet another titanic 
show of endurance at the 
Barry 40. MM 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Senior rugby 7s team shines in tournament 



THE school senior 
rugby 7s squad 
were outstanding 
at the recent 
Llandovery College 
7s tournament. 

Once again the 
school were the highest 
placed Welsh finishers 
as they reached the final 
of the main competition 
where they lost to 
Millfield. 

Cowbridge took a 
strong squad of 14 play¬ 
ers to the tournament 
and the boys started the 
first game well with a 
comfortable 37-7 win 
over Cymer 
Comprehensive. 

Captain Gus Rees 
McPherson was out¬ 
standing throughout the 
tournament and led by 
example from the very 
first game. 

Harry Dowell 
Bennett has really 
developed his game 
over the last few 
months and he put in 
some outstanding per¬ 
formances in the group 
games. 

Chris Brace, Charlie 
Morris and Freddie 
Harries were also out¬ 
standing and special 
mention must go to 
Harry Thomas who was 
potentially the most tal¬ 
ented player throughout 
the whole tournament. 

Next up for the 
school was another 
strong opponent in the 
shape of Tregib from 
Llandeillo. 

The Cowbridge boys 
turned on the style to 
win the game by 36 
points to 10. As the 
school finished group 
winners they moved 
into the knockout stage 
and secured quality vic¬ 
tories over Radyr, 
Llandovery College and 
Coleg Gwent respec¬ 
tively. 

With only two Welsh 
teams qualifying for the 
cup semi-finals, 
Cowbridge were drawn 
against Gwyr school 
who were Welsh run¬ 
ners up at last year’s 
national competition. 

After a tense first 
half, Cowbridge turned 
on the class to open up 
a lead that Gwyr could 
not close. Cowbridge 
moved into the final. 

The final itself 
proved to be a game too 
far and key injuries sus¬ 
tained during the semi 
final meant that 
Cowbridge took the 
field with two year 11 
pupils and three front 
row players. 

Despite a valiant 
effort, Millfield cruised 



Kate Workman. 


to a comfortable victory 
and were deserved win¬ 
ners. However, the 
school can once again 
be extremely proud of 
the fact that they once 
again reached the final 
of a top quality tourna¬ 
ment that was full of 
quality teams from 
England and Wales 
respectively. 

As a result of several 
individual performances 
on the day, Cowbridge 
have had four players 
who have been identi¬ 
fied and invited to 
attend a Welsh 7 s train¬ 
ing camp in the Easter 
holidays. 

Congratulations and 
good luck to Charley 
Morris, Chris Brace, 
Ereddie Harries and 
Harry Thomas. 

HOCKEY 
Cowbridge hosted the 
Year 7 hockey tourna¬ 
ment on March 12, 
playing Corpus Christi 
and Radyr. 

We played Corpus 
Christi first; Cowbridge 
started very well with 
all the early possession 
and territory, the girls 
defended strongly and 
Corpus failed to make 
any attempts at goal. 

Efion McNamee and 
Mali Howell worked 
brilliantly in attack and 
scored two points, leav¬ 
ing the score 2-0 to 
Cowbridge. 

During the second 
game against Radyr, 
Cowbridge dominated 
again with the majority 
of possession and a 
number of attempts at 
goal. 

Despite Radyr’s best 
efforts they couldn’t get 
past our strong defend¬ 
ing team and failed to 
make any attempts at 
goal. 

The girls played real¬ 
ly well, intercepting and 
marking tightly, the 
attacking players again 
worked brilliantly 
together scoring three 
points between them, 
leaving the final score 


3-0 to Cowbridge. 

An outstanding effort 
from the whole team 
and we are now through 
to the next stage of the 
Year 7 hockey tourna¬ 
ment - well done. 

Player of the match: 
Mali Howell, scoring 
three points for 
Cowbridge; excellent. 

NETBALL 

The year 7 girls played 
in the county Hnal on 
March 11; they played 
three matches in the 
pool against Glantaf, 
Corpus Christi and 
Cathedral. 

In the first game we 
played Glantaf who got 
off to a good start, 
quickly scoring three 
goals; our defence of 
Sarah Jones and Ellen 
Swallow worked hard in 
the circle. The score at 
half time was 5-2 to 
Glantaf. 

In the second half we 
looked much sharper, 
with quick passes from 
Meriel Clode and 
Megan Hodgson into 
our goal shooter and 
goal attack, Sophie Rees 
and Jordan Meek. 

We fought our way 
back to 5-5 thanks to 
excellent shooting and 
good interceptions from 
Tirion Evans and Emily 
Jenkins. Glantaf came 
back and scored a goal 
right on the final whis¬ 
tle for a final score of 5- 
6 to Glantaf. 

In our second match 
we played Corpus 
Christi; we knew it 
would be a close match 
and we tightened up our 
passes and took an early 
lead in the first half (2- 
0) then Corpus came 
back and the score at 
half time was 2-2. 

This reflected the 
evenly matched teams - 
we had to work very 
hard to keep possession 
as they interception was 
very good. 

The second half saw 
us matching Corpus 
goal for goal and in a 
hard fought evenly 
matched game it was a 
fair final score of 6-6 at 
full time. 

Our final game was 
against Cathedral; they 
had just won their game 
against Corpus Christi 
8-0 so we knew it 
would be a tough 
match. 

In the first half we 
held possession taking 
an early 2-0 lead but 
then Cathedral found 
their form and came 
back with two goals 
taking the score to 2-2 
at half time. 

The second half was 
harder and Cathedral 



Senior 7s 
squad. 


Barry under-12s’ new kit 
proves the difference! 



Liam and 
Jenson shine 



scored four more goals 
to our two so the final 
score was 6-4 to 
Cathedral. 

The year 7 tourna¬ 
ment was won by 
Glantaf who won all 
their matches; we came 
third in the county. The 
girls should be very 
proud of the way they 
played, pushing all their 
opponents to close 
games and learning 
from the experience. 

BASKETBALL 
Sam Roberts in year 13 
and the Vale team won 
the Welsh 3x3 
Championships last 
week in front of a 
packed arena in 
Rhondda Each, the 
home of Welsh basket¬ 
ball. 

The team beat 
Swansea in the final 10- 
5 with Sam scoring 8 
points and collecting the 
man of the match award. 

The team won all six 
matches played, scoring 
82 points and conceding 
just 29 with Sam scoring 
47 of their points. 

Also, keeping it in the 
family, younger brother 
Matt Roberts has also 
been selected for the 
Welsh under-16s to trav¬ 
el to the European cham¬ 
pionships between June 
30 and July 8 in 
Gibraltar. 

Congratulations and 
good luck to both boys. 

SQUASH 

Kate Workman, a year 
7 pupil at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School, will represent 
Wales in the under-13 
5 Nations mixed team 
championship in Le 
Mans, Erance in 
March. 

There will be squash 
matches against 

England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Erance. 

Kate started her 
squash career when 
attending Pontyclun 
Primary School becom¬ 
ing under-11 national 
champion. 

She now trains at 
Cowbridge after School 
Squash Club. Kate pre¬ 
pared for the internation¬ 
als by competing in the 
Erench Junior Open in 
Lille, winning two of her 
matches. 


THE sun was shin¬ 
ing upon Barry 
RFC under-12s on 
Sunday, when the 
first use of their new 
kit, sponsored by 
Steve Jones 

Installations, gal¬ 
vanised them to win 
their game against 
St Josephs RFC 
under-12s. 

In the first half Barry’s 
passing showed improve¬ 
ment which allowed Cam 
to score two tries within 
the first 15 minutes. 

St Joseph’s then broke 
through Barry’s defence 
to score a try, bringing 
the score to 10-7. Barry 
then gained possession 
and were able to score a 
try, which was converted 
by Ewan; the score at the 
end of the first half was 
17-7. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond half St Josephs 
showed grit and determi¬ 
nation, scoring a try to 
bring the score to 17-17. 


Barry were able to 
turn over the ball and 
took advantage of scrap¬ 
py defence to score a try 
to make it 22-17. This 
left St Josephs reeling 
and Barry were able to 
score under the posts, 
which enabled Ewan to 
convert the try to make it 
29-17. 

Barry then allowed St 
Josephs the room to 
score an unconverted try, 
but mucky scrapping for 
the ball five minutes 
from full time resulted in 
Cam scoring a try, 
expertly converted by 
Ewan, for a full time 
score of 36-22. 

Thank you to Steve 
Jones Installations for 
sponsoring our new kit 
and thank you to Darren 
for agreeing to referee 
the game. 

Barry REC under-12s 
are looking for new 
members; for more infor¬ 
mation please contact 
Sara on 07983576711. 


ON Sunday, March 
17, in Halesowen, 
Birmingham, a 
points fight night 
took place. 

Liam Rees (15), a 
pupil at St Richard Gwyn 
High School, attended 
along with his younger 
brother Jenson (7), who 
attends St Helens Infant 
School. 

Jenson was first to 
fightand he fought hard, 
winning the fight by an 


impressive 14-4! 

Later on in the 
evening it was Liam's 
turn to shine. Liam dom¬ 
inated the 2x2 minute 
round fight with an 
impressive use of kick¬ 
boxing moves. 

Liam has recently 
been selected to fight as 
part of Team W.O.M.A.A 
elite in the ‘Batttle of the 
Celts’ in Cornwall in 
April. 

Good luck for this 
event, Liam, from all 


SB 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 


The GEM welcomes your 
news, views and sports 
reports - email them to: 

gemeditorial@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 
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ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee | 

Bryn remembered as a real pioneer 


BRIAN LEE pays tribute to Tredodridge 
trainer Bryn Palling, who has retired. 

Bryn began as a trainer almost 40 years ago in 
1974. A personal friendship with Paddy Rudkin, 
head lad at the time to Sir Henry Cecil, meant that 
Bryn and his late wife Marge, spent their holidays at 
Warren Place in Newmarket. 

Henry Cecil took a personal interest in Bryn from 
the start, and treated him almost as his assistant dur¬ 
ing the weeks he was there. 

Indeed, it was Henry who gave Bryn his reference 
when he applied for his licence with the Jockey 
Club, and it was Henry Cecil again who helped him 
on his way by arranging for Bryn’s initial intake of 
horses to include some very decent animals from 
Warren Place. 

At the beginning, Bryn trained only jumpers, but 
quickly made his mark when Landslide won at 
Stratford in a three-mile hurdle race only three 
weeks after obtaining his licence. 

Other successes quickly followed, and ah the 
Warren Place horses won in turn, including Echo 
Summit who was successful at Cheltenham and in 
the prestigious Double Diamond hurdles at 
Chepstow, as well as Princes Drive, Princely Fool, 
Ely see Palace and Another Deed, who all won races. 

During this time Bryn and Marge also ran their 
builders’ merchants and scrap business at 
Ystradowen. 

A frequent visitor at that time was John Francome, 
who rode many of Bryn’s winners, together with sta¬ 
ble jockey Clive Candy. 

When Bryn’s favourite horse, Bryma, owned and 
named after himself and Marge, fell and was killed 
jumping the last fence in the lead at Chepstow in 
1988, Bryn made the decision to switch almost 
entirely to flat racing. 

Unlike most trainers, however, Bryn decided to do 
it the hard way by buying yearlings and breaking 
them himself and running them as two-year-olds. 

He became adept at winning first time out at very 
big prices, and amongst those two-year-old winners 
were Ymlaen (Windsor 11-1), Hill Rhapsody 
(Leicester 33-1), Edge of Light (Salisbury 22-1), and 
Carranita (Leicester 12-1). 

Carranita was bought for only 800 guineas by 
Bryn at Doncaster sales and syndicated to eight 
lucky owners. 

During her racing career, which lasted until she 



was eight years old, she won 16 races and prize 
money of £154,891. 

She won three listed races, including the Summer 
Stakes at York and the Hopeful Stakes at 
Newmarket. 

She was eventually sold for breeding for £80,000 
so that the eight lucky owners received almost 
£30,000 each in prize money and sale proceeds, for 
an initial outlay of only £100 each. 

In 1993, Bryn sold his house and yard at 
Ystradowen to developers for private housing. 

He was then 64 years old, and at an age when 
most people would retire, he moved to a new pur¬ 
pose-built yard that he designed at Tredodridge. 

The new yard extended to 44 acres and included a 
seven-furlong woodchip all weather gallop, indoor 
school, an American Barn, a Harlow Bam and stable 
yard, an oval exercise ring and horsewalker, togeth¬ 
er with grass gallops, and training fences, together 
with his new home, a large four-bedroomed bunga¬ 
low. 

He immediately had some of his most successful 
seasons, winning almost 100 races in just over four 
years, including prestigious races at Goodwood, 
Doncaster, Chester, York and Newbury. 

For Bryn, however, racing was never a numbers 
game. The horses’ welfare always came first, and 
this is reflected in the number of horses bought as 
two-year-olds that had careers spanning six and 
seven years. 

Amongst these was Carranita (16 wins) Pelham 
Crescent (11 wins), Indian Edge and Mr Bergerac 
(nine wins each), Daniels Lad (eight wins) and Rose 
of Glenn and Silver Strings (seven wins each). 


Bryn also restricted the number of owners that he 
had at any given time. Those that didn’t fit the bill, 
as far as horse’s welfare was concerned, were given 
short thrift by Bryn and Marge. 

However, those that were accepted stayed for a 
long time and enjoyed a family atmosphere. 

‘A MENTOR TO ME’ 

CHRIS MASON, now a trainer himself, 
was an owner with Bryn for over 20 years 
and had more than 30 winners. 

He said: “Bryn and Marge always gave my fami¬ 
ly a warm welcome and Bryn was a mentor to me, 
showing patience with the two-year-olds who were 
mainly bred from my brood mare Bevelled Edge. 

''Bevelled was well known for breeding tempera¬ 
mental yearlings, but Bryn’s care and patience gave 
me winners with Bright Edge (who won a listed 
race) Arthur’s Edge, Indian Edge, Edge of Light and 
Edge of Gold.” 

Peter Morgan who with his wife Michelle now 
runs Carmel Stud near Bath, said: “I first met Bryn 
35 years ago. I used to ride out at Bryn’s yard three 
times a week trying to keep fit and improve my skills 
as a young amateur jump jockey. My memories at 
this time were some of the happiest of my life. 

“When I became successful in business my first 
horses were trained by Bryn. The day I sold my busi¬ 
ness, my horse - Among Friends - won first time out 
as a two years old at Windsor. 

“It was a wonderful day. All my family were there 
and we had a fantastic double celebration. Michelle 
and I greatly appreciate Bryn’s friendship and we 
still chat by phone every Sunday night - talking 
horses, of course”. 

The respect of owners was duplicated by the staff. 

Head lad Allan Williams was with Bryn from the 
time he left school until Bryn’s retirement, as were 
Glen Phillips and Paul Lancaster. 

Walter Lever worked for Bryn for over 50 years, 
whilst Bryn’s long-time assistant Jenny Thomas, 
together with accounts assistant Marian Morgan, 
also continued working for him to the present time. 

Bryn also helped to establish the careers of a num¬ 
ber of jockeys. 

Tim Sprake, newly out of his apprenticeship had¬ 
n’t ridden a winner for over a year until Bryn took 
him on as his first jockey. 

He rode nearly 100 winners for Bryn and was 
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Bryn receiving a prize after a Lingfield winner. 

becoming established as one of the best young jock¬ 
eys in the country, with Roger Charlton, until he had 
his unfortunate car accident, after which he was 
forced to retire because of serious head injuries. 

Cardiff-born Stephen Davies started his appren¬ 
ticeship with Bryn before becoming champion 
apprentice in 1997. 

Top lady rider Cathy Gannon became Bryn’s sta¬ 
ble jockey in 2008 after moving from Ireland. 

She said: “I learned so much from my time stay¬ 
ing with Bryn in south Wales. 

“He taught me how to show respect to owners and 
most certainly helped me to establish myself in this 
country in the difficult world of female jockeys”. 

Cathy rode Bryn’s last winner, Gypsy Rider at 
Chepstow on September 7, 2012. 

It was appropriate that his last winner should be at 
Chepstow for it was here that he trained his greatest 
number of winners, 62 in all, and where he had been 
top trainer on numerous occasions. 

In total Bryn trained 271 winners on the flat and 
130 overjumps. 

Although he never quite made it to the very top, 
he was a pioneer as far as training in south Wales is 
concerned 

South Wales and the Vale in particular have never 
been as successful from a horseracing viewpoint as 
they are at the moment. 

Bryn’s place in that success should never be for¬ 
gotten. 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR - £595,000 

Grade II listed stone built 17th cen¬ 
tury cottage which has many original 
features including Inglenook fireplace, 
prominent stonework, beams. 
Currently registered Bed & 
Breakfast. Spacious accommodation - 
Three reception rooms. Farmhouse 
Kitchen and Utility Room, Five 
Bedrooms most of which have en- 
suite facilities. Cellar/Workshop. 
Extensive gardens which run down 
to Ogney Brook. Ref 603D. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR - £154,000 

Established three bedroom 
extended semi-detached 
house and garage comprising 
Porch, Hallway, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Study/TV 
room, Fitted Kitchen, 
Modern Bathroom. UPVC 
double glazed windows. Gas 
central heating. Driveway 
and good garden to front 
and rear. Ref 698D. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR - £162,500 

Modern three bedroom semi¬ 
detached house with detached 
garage comprising Hallway, 
Lounge/Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom and 
Separate WC. UPVC double 
glazed windows. Gas central 
heating. Open plan garden and 
driveway to the front and good 
size established garden to rear. 
Ref 70 ID 


ST ATHAN VILLAGE - £209,950 


Modern spacious detached three 
storey residence with integral garage 
Hallway, Lounge/Diner, Fitted 

Kitchen/Breakfast room. Dining 
Room/4th Bedroom, Bathroom. Two 
bedrooms and Cloakroom/WC to 
first floor and one further bedroom 
to the lower ground floor. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows for the most part. Driveway and 
garden to front and rear. Ref 667D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £155,000 

I Modern three bedroom 
Georgian style mid link house and 
I garage situated in a cul-de-sac 
•J comprising Hallway, Lounge/ 
Diner, Fitted Kitchen/ Breakfast 
room with patio doors to rear. 
Modern Bathroom. Gas central 
heating. UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows and doors. Workshop/ 
Utility. Low maintenance garden. 
Ref688D 




LLANTWIT MAJOR - £175,000 



B ligjujl 

Modern extended three bed¬ 
room semi-detached house 
with garage situated on the 
south side of town comprising 
Porch, Hallway, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted Kitchen/Utility 
area, Modern Bathroom. Gas 
central heating. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. 
Driveway and gardens to front 
and rear. Ref 699D 


1^^ LLANTWIT MAJOR - £159,000 


Established three bedroom 
end of terrace property with 
detached garage comprising 
Porchway, Hallway, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Galley 

Kitchen, Modern Bathroom. 
UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows and doors. Gas central 
heating. Driveway and good 
size gardens to front and 
rear. Ref 702D 



LLANTWIT MAJOR - £154,950 

Modern well presented three 
bedroom semi-detached 
house with fourth bedroom 
attic conversion comprising 
Entrance Hall, Cloakroom, 
Lounge, Dining Area with 
French doors to rear. Fitted 
Kitchen, Modern Bathroom. 
Driveway and low mainte¬ 
nance area to front and gar¬ 
den to the rear. Ref 700D 

LLANTWIT MAJOR - £162,500 

I Modern well presented three 
bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow and garage com¬ 
prising Hallway, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast 
room, Rear Hall, Modern 
Bathroom. Double glazed 
windows. Gas fired central 
heating. Paved parking area to 
front and rear garden laid to 
lawn. No Chain. Ref 703D 
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ST LYTHANS ROAD, BARRY 

Four bedroomed, detached, 
cul de sac position, living room, 
dining room, open plan kitcnen/sitting 
area, master ensuite, 
enclosed garden, driveway/garage. 
£239,950 


LISCUM WAY, BARRY 

Five bed detached (previously a 4 
bed). Downstairs cloakroom, living 
room, conservatory, upvc DG, Gas CF 
Driveway providing ample parking. 
Garage. Enclosed rear garden. 
£229,950 


COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted, extended, semi detached. 
Living room, dining room, kitchen, 
three bedrooms, over 100ft rear 
garden. Garage/driveway upvc DG, 
Gas CH. No chain. 
£199,950 



ROWAN COURT, BARRY 

Three bedroomed maisonette. Far reaching 
sea views. Refurbished throughout. Gas CH 
via combi, upvc DG. Newly fitted bathroom 
suite, 26ft lounge, enclosed balcony. Minutes 
walk to Romilly Park. Parking to front. 

£132,500 



GLASYLLWYN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached, 
wc cloakroom. Bedroom one with 
ensuite. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen/breakfast, private enclosed 
garden. Driveway/garage. 
£191,000 



GREENACRES, BARRY 

Modern detached, wc cloakroom. Living 
room, fitted kitchen. Dining room (convetfed 
garage). Three bedrooms (master ensuite). 
'Enclosed level garden. 2012 replacement 
combi boiler, upvc DG. No chain. 
£159,950 



TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed mid terraced 
traditional, wc cloakroom, living 
room, fitted kitchen, level enclosed 
garden. West End location. 
Gas central heating. 
£119,950 



NEWGALE CLOSE, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Modern semi 
detached. Living room, dining 
room, conservatory, enclosed 
garden. Side access. Longer than 
average garden. 
£124,950 



SANDSTEPS, PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Versatile four double bedroom detached 
property. West End location. Lounge 
with patio doors leading to balcony. Two 
shower rooms, utility room, double 
driveway and garage, no chain. 
£279,950 



HOWARD COURT, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. 

First floor apartment. 

In need of modernisation. 
Living room. Gas CH. 
upvc DG 
£84,950 



WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

Stunning semi detached. Four bedrooms. Master with dressing 
room and ensuite. Dining room, study, living room, open plan 
kitchen/breakfast, utility room, wc cloakroom. Side access/ample 
driveway. Backing onto Porthceri. 

£289,950 



WYND STREET, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. Bay fronted. Forecourted front. Immaculate 
presentation. Three living room. Modern fitted kitchen. Enclosed 
garden - lane access. Ideal first time buy. 

£101,500 


DAVID STREET, BARRY 

Two double bedroomed. Mid terraced 
traditional. Two reception rooms. 
Ground floor bathroom. Garden 
backing onto woodland, upvc DG, 
gas CH via combi. No chain. 
£89,950 



GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed. Modern semi detached. Fitted kitchen. Living 
room with patio doors. Shower room. Garage/parking/driveway. 
Enclosed rear garden. 

£119,950 



SHIRLEY CLOSE, BARRY 

Situated in Dobbins Road. In need of 
modernisation. Two bedroomed 
detached bungalow. Living room, 
shower room, kitchen overlooking front. 
Driveway providing parking. No chain. 

£139,950 



HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 


Mid terrace. Bay fronted traditional. 
Three reception rooms, four bedrooms, 
family bathroom. Original features. 
Sea views. 

£189,950 



WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Mid terraced. 
Bay fronted. Through living room, 
kitchen, utility area, wc cloak, 
upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. 
Garage - lane access. 
£144,950 


PONTYPRIDD STREET, BARRY 

Spacious living, semi detached. 25ft living 
room, 34ft qarage/workshop. Accessible 
from inside. Replacement kitchen/bathroom, 
“'ill presented throughout, upvc DG, Gas 
CH via combi. No chain. 
£139,950 


COURT ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Through 
25ft living room, additional sitting 
room, wc cloakroom. Three 
bedrooms, upstairs bathroom. 
Garage - lane access. No chain. 
£124,950 


PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, end of terraced 
traditional. Through living room, 
kitchen/diner. First floor bathroom. 
Level enclosed garden. Side access, 
rear access. 
£114,950 



HEOL GYLFINIR, BARRY 

Modern mid linked. Showhome 
iresented. Living room, kitchen/diner. 
Two bedrooms (master ensuite). Low 
maintenance rear garden. Designated 
parking to front. Cul de sac position. 

£134,950 


or 

Tv 


ST AMBROSE CLOSE, DINAS POWYS 

Four/five bedroom. Extended semi 
detached. Living room, dining 
room, sitting room (converted 
garage), spacious kitchen, 
dfriveway. Enclosed garden. 
£249,950 


LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Well presented. Three bedrooms, 
modern semi detached. Living room, 
kitchen/diner. Driveway/garage. 
Enclosed level garden. Viewing 
highly recommended. 
£124,950 



LOMBARD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Three bedrooms, through living room, modern 
fitted kitchen. Ground floor: modern bathroom suite. Lane access, 
upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. No chain. Viewing highly recommended. 

£106,500 


TY CWMPAS, BARRY 

Second floor apartment. One 
bedroomed. Living/open plan kitchen, 
Balcony overlooking rear. Family 
bathroom. Designated parking. 
Maintenance free living. 
£82,500 




BREAKSEA COURT, BARRY 

Top floor apartment. Split level living room. 
Replacement kitchen/diner - solid oak flooring. 
Two bedrooms. Replacement bathroom. Far 
reaching views over Bristol Channel, upvc 
DG. Gas CH. No chain. Designated parking. 
£119,950 



RHEIDOL DRIVE, BARRY 

Spacious detached. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen/breakfast, wc cloakroom. Four 
bedrooms (master ensuite) Replacement 
family bathroom. Double garage/driveway 
Corner cul de sac position, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
£304,950 





NYTHY DRYW, BARRY 

David Wilson constructed. Sea views from the front. Modern 
detached. Four double bedrooms all with fitted wardrobes. 
Living leading to dining room. Kitchen opening to breakfast 
room. Utility and Integral garage, master with dressing room 
and ensuite. DouSe garage - ample parking. 
£289,950 



HEOL CORSGIWEN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached - Llanmoor 
Homes. Sitting room (converted garage), living 
room, dining room, fitted kitchen, utility room, 
wc, master bedrooms with ensuite. Double 
driveway providing ample parking. 

£197,500 



THE PASTURES, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. 
Living room - dining area. Driveway 
leading to garage. Enclosed garden. 
No chain, upvc DG. Gas CH 

£123,000 



OAKFIELD ROAD, BARRY 

Extended, semi detached. Three bedrooms, master 
ensuite. Study and attic room with storage under 
eaves. Living/dining, conservatory. Far reaching 
views over golf course. Driveway/garage. Decked 
sun terrace. Further laid to lawn. Access to garage. 
£ 212,000 



PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional semi detached bungalow. 
Bay fronted. Three bedrooms. 
Reception room, sun lounge. 
Level enclosed rear garden. 
Driveway to front. 

£189,950 



HEOL BROADLANDS, BARRY 

Corner positioned. 

Three bedrooms, modern detached. 
Living room, kitchen/diner. 
Enclosed garden. 

Garage. 

£174,950 



TENNYSON ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. 

Mid linked traditional. 

Well presented. 
Enclosed rear garden. 

Easy access to fink road. 

£102,500 



BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Four bedroomed, modern detached. 
Constructed in 1998. Living room 
and dining room. Kitchen/breakfast. 
Integral garage. Ensuite bathroom. 
Level enclosed garden. 
£217,000 



WELL WALK, BARRY 

Situated in the Knap. Three bedrooms. 
Semi detached. Cul de sac position. 
Walks to beaches. Three rec rooms, 
wc cloakroom. Luxury bathroom. 
Viewing highly recommended. 

£299,950 



LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Corner positioned. Semi detached. 
Three bedrooms. Living room, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, 
garage/parking. Enclosed 
rear garden. 

£119,950 



MOUNTBAHEN ROAD, BARRY 

Modern mid terraced. Living/dining 
room, wc cloakroom. Fitted kitchen. 
Two designated parking spaces. 
Enclosed rear garden, 
upvc DG. Gas CHvia combi 

£119,950 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 27 March 2013 


homes^J 

HOTLINE 


OUftW CRESCENT BARRY 


BUHRILLS ROAO. BARRY 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4UOvaleofglamor9an.gov4ik 
or apply in writing to; 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Cfvic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 


CAiRLCON ROAD. DMAS ROWYS ■ CASTLE ROAO» RMOOSE 



H4[) ^1049 

Rr- M heftiicd 

SuAiMe ^ a tamiy 
mMftlnf ttM fiiA«iivMii 
occtipjooy 

• Thrg^bfdrtKnhcBiW 

• CintfV htMno 

• Oaubli 

• Girbeos 

C*A04o«rt»MA 

nciKftA4] muu clarots 



M4U R9Wk 9 ;n?fi9? 
SoAOMitralimlly 
mMtlnp tKe mortmum 

ooctip«¥ir raqtiir««noMI 




laRilA 

mrnvf 

lPO»SOQA»CkfC<l 


UpStM 
’ CvYril heiflrt^ 
C^iit4a^B9n9 

’ Communal gansons 



ftorm 

Sultiit*e lor a family 
mraang Pa maatmuni 
oocupancy rtqtOfam am 

• fhnea bednooTTv taum 

• StiR unAaNL n ahCMf 
» Kachan irvta toaewd 

• Rimp IP ganfenAloor 

• Grip rail n 101 tot 



laiBiii Rtfrt £7 Il 4T pa aaolc pruaMiftoara Ran £A7.0T pa mooL 


fcor^ritfleftrap' 
laLaan aRi ituLaTy 


COYCHURCH RGB, BARRY 


1 1 

DYLAN CRESCEMT, BARRY 

1 

QATEHOLM CLOSE. BARRY 



H4[J RaOmenca 206 f 6 f 
SuaaPla lor a lomiy 


• T^oo•b«>rxxm houM 

• Caitta faaong 

• OovPIogMtting 

• Qardont 

Rom CfOA aooA 
«aa clurpot 


MONMOUTH HOUSE, PCNARTH 

m4U R o»mrica r07t467 
SuROMa far a lomiy 
moaltnp Itie moiNnom 
Dcoiipanoy raiMmmoal 
Tao>badmati ta 
CrpuKf floor 
Canira raoAng 
(Joupa 

• CornmunU garBeos 
Rom C7E IT per vmei 



H4U Relera^ PDASiS 
SoltoMo lor a t a mRy 
moobng ttm motlimai 

oocdponcf roqtorarnam 

• no polo 
TMO-PoPoomlm 

• Frol toot 

• Comrti honing 

• DouPIo ffoong 

• CnrdmR 

Rent CTSPft ear ao«0 
nciiiBng cftorgee 



i H4U ReRraxa I rOf 
SmHoNo ler o family 


• TWtadnoom hotfie 

• Corlml haiing 

• Ooubio^irng 

•Ganlona 

Rofit €83.40 pof vmol 
ntIuBng oofvieo chirgoi 


FaamrKo FASfMi 
SuAoPle rac a lomiy 
meatlnf tha mil Imam 
Mcupancy roaoiftmaat 

• TvivbadnHav Am 

• GfOUfiUnoor 

• Conirol hoaing 

• PcaPio glazing 

• Qarftats 

RamttO.Mpw' aoih 
ckIM^ aoia chofgoo 


HAMOVER COURT. BARRY 

I H4U RslHOrKO riOOTSO 
I 8ua lor a oPiglo poroen 

ar 60 <5^ allfi ntoRcm 
I fw w di Re-a^romootmrY 

* Ont-Padroom hit 
» FsrotRoor 

* Central homing 

* OouPagloPng 

* Scheme rrtanii^erelarTn 



MEJRiON CtOSC. BARRY 


Hgi 

fly 



H4U Roammca ^rao»r 
Sottamalorolimlly 
moaPng iia maekmon 
occupancy roqiorornom 

• rto p«ta 

• Y^o-tadrwm fm 

• GrouYl foor Riapii 

• Camrolheatng 

• Double disng 
» Gordon 

Rom too A 4 per aom* 
neijiOni v^mar chotgeo 


OAK COURT. PCNARTH 

LH4U 



ST LUKES AVENUE. PENARTH X 2 


iQSBAUi 
Sultleraomfla paraon 
oeariOIMartth madical 
fioadl Re-aeParOsament 

* Siudaim 
*QroMnd actor 

* Economy 7 haathng 

•. —^ • OuiOsio ^cnrig 

* Scheme rnanagenmorn 

Ronf €61 Mcer «ecA 


TORBAY TERRACE, RHOOSE 


rracr hodoranoo Z4944Z 

SuMoblo lor a tomfy oaeoti n g tha matfaMcn occupancy raquaoemnl 
Pti u rA y gman to applicanta mih an aecoaord faunncy inrtory. No 
anti ooctoi behavioia or rant arraaro caon a Merad • no peoo 

• 2 0 too Podroom tUU 

• Oaccnd tioar 

<* Oamnl hoaiPg 

• OcuElo giiuinQ 

• Conwoonal gyrdana 

Rent CB2.a7 per aoeO ncMng uaifc chorget 


Important infocmation for exrstirvg and new courKiit tenants 



I H4U RoRroncso 246f46 
I SuHuOio lor a femRy 




• TWPadicom Pm 

• Fkniioor 

• Cartral heatng 

• OOiPla fliOAOQ 

• Carden 

ReoteMAAperaaol 
includng wmor chirgea 


Rom £07.21 por aaao 


PAROOE CRESCENT BARRY 


H4U RilaiOnca 211807 
SmtoPla far a ftomOy 
meattof tha moeifoum 
occupancy raptflremaac 

• Tao-Poorooti noum 

• Central hooortg 

• DouPtogUPng 

• CWdarve 

RmdCgSPtpuraaah 

neljcingt 


TREHARNE ROAO. BARRY 


H4U Noovonca 2Z09iZd 
Siiaehia for a lamiy 
meut t ng tho maairoum 
occuportcy raomraman 

•no pate 

• Tao Podrooti %m 

• Grosndhoor 

• Central naoong 

• OouPto gUiing 
Rord E7A27 per aeeA 
rKlidng ooter chargae 




From Apid 2013 Houpng de«>afft Ruloi are ctiangmg ^ Ytoitung ago lenanla Mfo To cScuteRe room neoda for a cfienL one bedroom is ahouted tor eecP o* 1 

Ime in Council and Housing AsiociaRion propartes. H you are of pension age thts ^DUcmng: 

change wR not aFtsct you. * eyefy aAjR oouplac 

• ifTy ottwf odkit apod ovar 16c 

Doductkmii tell be madd Pom Housiog Booefit clain YAwra A cUMnoni is Ihing in a ^ 

« any two cfYkIren of iho oartm emu up to 16; 
proper •rwi«cia»<Ki as •K.iaree tor it.«rn . 

There mi be a 14% deduction tor one eiim bedroom and a 2S% deduction tor tveo or # any other cHid. 

more bedrooma. Fooler children are rtcN rcKided In the coldiatioo 


You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any of these homeo. 

Wl'en biOdifig for nxire than one property you wit be SbKed to simile yotr orOe* of preference 
Ai desof phons And orhgr deiails are gr^^o in good fpith and Are beiewiAd to be correct biA arry 
potontiA* tenant should satfliy themsaveec ap to thetr corroctness 
Newydd is a chantabie housing association 


Anewydd 
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Higher End, St Athan 

5 Bedrooms 
Stable Block 
Large Gardens 


Guide Price £525,000 


Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garden and Garage 
Refurbished Internally 


£162,500 


Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
View Today 


£124,500 



Byron Court, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 

First Floor Retirement Flat 
Residential Warden 


£89,950 


Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
17ft Kitchen/Diner 
Backing Onto Golf Club 


£99,950 



f 


Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


£105,000 



Magpie Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Sought After Position 


£109,950 



Greys Drive, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
View Today 


£124,950 


Picketston Close, St Athan 

3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
Garage 


£125,000 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 


£134,950 


Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Modernised and Updated 
Family Home 


£136,550 



Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


£149,950 


Trebeferad, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds 

24' Kitchen\Diner 
94' Rear Garden 


£150,000 


Eurgan Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
South Side Location 
View Today 


£159,950 


Heol Trelales, Laleston, Bridgend 

Very spacious 
4 Bedrooms 

_ Garage _ 


£185,950 


MOLING DE LA PUEBLA 
RESIDENCIAL & SPA 



Top Floor 2 Bed, 2 Bath Apartment 

Fully furnished. White goods. Gated development. Solarium, 
Underground parking and storage. Communal swimming pool. Spa 
area with gym, heated swimming pool, jacuzzis and sauna, 5 minute 
walk to shops, banks and bars. Nearest golf courses - 5 minutes by 
car. 15 minutes away from La Manga Club. Nearest beach -10 minutes. 
San Javier (Murcia) Airport -15 minutes, Alicante Airport - 45 minutes. 

Reduced by 50% 

for a buyer who can proceed without delay 

Now Only £76,950 

Call Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 



Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
Call Today To View 


£198,500 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£209,950 



Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
South Facing Rear Garden 


£209,950 


Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Bedrooms 

Backing Cnto Cpen Fields 
Granny Annex 


£379,950 



Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Woodlands Road, Barry - £475 pern 
Ground floor apartment, two bedrooms 
part furnished 

Scott Close, St Athan - £475 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pem 
Modern mid link,Two beds, New 
carpets 

Havant Close, Rhoose - £475 pem 
Upper floor flat, Two bedrooms 
Parking 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £480 pem 
Refurbished, Two Bedrooms, Gardens 

Flemingston Road, St Athan - £495 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £495 pem 
Three bedroom, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Partridge Road, St Athan - £495 pem 
Two Bed, Kitchen/diner, GCH 

Pontypridd Road, Barry - £495 pem 
2 Double Bed flat. Refitted Bathroom, 
Garage 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pern 
Two Bed upper floor flat. Lounge, 
Electric heating 

High Street, Barry - £525 pem 
Two bed flat. Over two floors. Garden 

High Street, Barry - £550 pem 
Three Bed Flat, Over two floors. 

Garage and garden 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pern 
Two bedrooms. Driveway, Enclosed 
rear garden 

Orellana House, Barry - £575 pern 
Two Bedrooms, part furnished, upper 
floor apartment 

Purdey Close, Barry - £600 pern 
Semi Detached,Three bedrooms. 
Private gardens 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pem 

Three bedrooms. Downstairs bathroom 

enclosed garden 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose - £795 pem 
Detached Bungalow, three bedrooms, 
large garden 

St Donat's, Llantwit Major - £1,395 pem 
Four bedrooms. Family bathroom. 
Traditional features 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


OFT rightmover 





chris-davles.co.uk 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ i. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 

• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Oagr* S«r%«c» 

•' 1i Morftv ■/*»* 

Mt* 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 
•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


22 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




AIMO VISIOfXI 

Afcf4AL VhltijJIk CC1V !IUUMJ 


Digital Aerials from ONLY £49.99 
Sonos Wireless Sound Systems 
Full Home Medio Entertainment Systems 
HD over Cot 5 and Cot 6 
CCTV • Smart TV Installs • All work guaranteed 


Freephone 0808 126 1853 
Cowbridge 01446 439 305 


01446 439 306 


m 01656 349 281 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
^ • Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 
II • Digital Aerial Installations 



• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 




^ BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.sfarline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


S[iiaa(iiarog §©[raa©©s 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 621690 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 




Plasterers 


Cardiff & The vale 
Professional plastering 
and rendering experts. 
General builders • 


07891 259219 




W If its wood 
PSy - we're 
ispTSRY '>«Y300^ 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

AU aspects of Caroentry 
work undertafen 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 



GRIFFITHS 
CARPENTRY 

"All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 


Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


IlNilIb 

CARPETS 




Una 7, Grippoly 
Mills, Sloper Rood. 
ContmCFn 8AA 

Telephone 

2920 353770 

OffSIM&aiUB 
Lol« Ikjn li !»■<. 

SMf 10 4 aom 


VfILE CfIRPETS 

CTMteJ. to^ (fMC 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALElNOW ON 

• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
I Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 





AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

' No fix, no fee 
’ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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Tel; 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


DECORATING 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

call Joy 07754 809090 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Piants * 

Royds is a well 
established service 







Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & tellable . 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rn^^prrinf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . enmmerctar 

01446 771137 &(iuoutions 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrammondl37@gmail.com 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

<st 

I-"-!'" 

* I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 



NH 


Painter &\ 
Decorator' 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


I All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




WINDOWS J! 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ ^ Call Martyn on: 

I 01446 796795 
^ 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk _ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber VYindows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid 


irioowb 


& Stains 

’ Broken Handles/Hinges 
’ Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
’ Replacement Door Panels 
’ New Rubber Seals and insurance 

’ Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


Advertise 
with The GEM, 
and reach 43,000 
homes from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


ivfiMfoMf Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

V B9i 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 7aaii7 



INSTALL ; 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELEamCAL 
SAFETY INSPEQION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 



Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


HURLEY 

Grounds & Garden 
Maintenance 

• All types of tree work 
undertaken 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Grass Cutting 

• Weed Control 

• Garden Clearances 

• NPTC Qualified 

• Qver 20 yrs exp 
01446 401392 
07813 400729 




Garden & Landscaping Services 

jjp> Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 
• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

V4 vv vyoardtiij rit::a 


Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 




iht 




• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


BaocE 

Vue 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


(gists 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers laasoi 





Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


Gas 
Services 


GUY FORD 

Quality Pktering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Combination Boiler 

& LPG Specialist | Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



/ Gardening & Patios 
/ Fascias & Guttering 
/ Painting & Decorating 
/ Kitchen & Bathroom Tiling 

T: 01656 840105 M : 07552 574346 
info@whitifinairipropertyseirvic:es.co.yk 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




St.Athan 


M i 


& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 

• House Removal 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Hedge Trimming 

• House Clearance 

• Free Quotes 


^07763 007819 


01446 774484 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation ’ 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 ■ 

01446 740176 53440 


gZm Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats aaoTTf 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0M44«1)f71 
orff m nm 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 * *5 

421006 215639 


All aspects 
of Plumbing 

JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 

^ 01446 
794266 

NO JOB 

TOO SMALL 

Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 

J P EDWARDS 

F> i 1 j rv) n 1 M rj % MSATiMO 

Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 

Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns jSjtM 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no ^^4 

014MT90127 0771«AOSS3a 

•HMt 41* t»l*» « 


lyimij iviiai 


INSTiVI 

SKIP HIRE LTD, 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

o 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



• Plumbing • Tiling 

• Plastering • Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


01446 

774484 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


CabtfCyK 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
» Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 



• ROOFING • 

• REPAIRS • 

> OARPENTRY« 

Est. 1975 


B 


01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 


Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com 
www.jmcryan.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 


► New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
WWW. i I veyroof i n a .CO. u k 

Iff*. . ^ 




ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


ifaQacDg] 


MATT JAMES 

PROFESSIONAL TILING 

All aspects of 
Tiling covered 
Call Matt on 

07522 585034 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholsteiy underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 







DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 

Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


_minimum any vehicle 

pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


[SCRAP YOU 
1 m 

R CAR LEGALLY 

Avoid 

USE 

the cell- 

;a&l! 

M A' 

. ■ ■■ L 

VEHICLE R 
& SCRAPS 


^ Of, ^ 

ECYCI 

lETAU 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat anv orice local IvBl^iU ^^41 for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Sheiis 
Engines & Gearboxes 

1 theOVLAand 
\ Environmental / 
\ Agency in / 
Barry 

Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


All adverts are 
accepted 
subject 

to our standard 
terms and 
conditions 
which are 
printed on our 
website, and 
are available on 
request. 


yOS' ^ 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ' 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07947 093729 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWffNTED SCRffP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Subaru 
Forester 2.0 
S-Turbo AWD 

Full Subaru service history, 
133,000 miles, long MOT, 
good condition, lots of extras. 

£2,250 

07528 305968 


2004 Corsa 

Design Automatic 

New MOT, Silver, very good 
condition, no accidents, 
lady pensioner owner, FSH. 

£1,950 ono 
01446 773742 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


TReg 

Ford Mondeo 
2.0L Zetec 

Silver, MOT Mid May, 
taxed end April, 84,000 
miles, new front tyres, 
battery, good condition. 

£650 

01446 772117 „ 


Natural Bath Stone 
Fireplace Surround 

£300 ono 

Quantity of hardcore, 
bricks & concrete 

Suit new drive or patio 
- free upon collection. 

Tel: 01446 736162 


1998 

Honda Civic 
1.4 5-Dr 

Met. Blue, VGC, tax & 
MOT, 48k, 1 owner. 

£1,100 ono 

07971 185146 


2003 Peugeot 106 
Independence 

Silver, 64k, Sen/ice 
History, PAS, 1 Year MOT, 
excellent throughout, CD. 

£1,495 
01446 794866 
07789 778177 


Brian James 
Micro-Max 
Trailer for 
Smart Car 
£875 

01446 747680 , 


19inTechnika 
Flatscreen HDTV 

Freeview £65 ono 

Cordless BT 
Freestyle 750 

with large numbers 

£50 ono. 

Tel: 01446 710791 
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ST ATH AN METHODIST CHURCH 

is looking for an enthusiastic 

Community Centre Manager 

To work 12 hours per week (£8 ph) for a fixed 
term appointment of 2 years. The purpose of this 
role is to ensure that the Gathering Plaee Centre 
operates within an agreed plan and budget and 
that the eentre is fit for purpose as a plaee for 
Christian Worship and eommunity faeiHty. We are 
looking for an organised person able to work on 
their own with good oral, written and eleetronie 
eommunieation skills who ean make a positive 
eontribution, has a flexible approaeh to work and 
supports the overall vision of an open and 
inelusive Chureh and Community Centre. 
Please apply by sending a CV to 
Reverend Peter Taylor at revpete@live.co.ijk 
or call 01446 406262 for more i nf ormation. 

Closing date 2Snh March 2013- 
Interviews will take plaee on Friday, 12th April 
2013 at The Gathering Plaee. 

Charity No. 1133044 

Part Time 
Book Keeper 

required for small local 
business. Must have 
good working 
knowledge of SAGE, VAT 
and PAYE accounting. 

Pay negotiable. 

Contact John 
on 01446 750284 

between 0800 and 1600 
Monday to Priday. 


led Terrace 

Nr Romilly SchooE 

GCH, DG, fitted kitchen, 
downstairs shower room, 
lovely condition. 

Tel: 07788 455656 


2^ 



TO LET 

3 Bedroom Property 

CADOXTON 

GCH, DG, 

Good order throughout 

£150 pw 

Bond Required 

07947 796417 
or 01446 721184 




ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


CLASSIFIEDS 

•Family Announcements 
• Recruitment 
• Buying & Selling 
•Trade •Property 
•Birthdays 
•Anniversaries 
•Graduation •Births etc 

UseTh^fifii 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tincllenews.co.uk 








GWILUAM* 

Raymond Charles 


PeaceftiUy with great courage on March 6th at the 
University Hospital of Wales, Cardif, Ray, aged 82 
years. Devoted husband of the late Sheila, cherished 
dad of Ann and Chris, also father-in-law to Dave. 
Dearly loved grampy (Charlie) to Richard, Rachel, 
Laura and Sarah. Loving great grandfather of 
Geoigia, Lorenzo, Joshua, Ma and Jessica. Ray will 
be greatly missed by all his family and friends. 
Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his service at 
St Davids Methodist Church, Barry on Tuesday, 
26th March at 2.45pm followed by cremation at 
Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road 
East, Barry. Family flowers only, donations if desire, 
to the British Heart Foundation or Diabetes UK. 
Funeral arrangements entrusted to Nicola EUis, 
telephone 01446 407962. 


r Carol Pope and family would like to 
thank everyone who attended Mum’s 
funeral on Monday March 11. 

Abo, many thanks for all the lovely cards 
and flowers that were sent. 

Mum would have loved them. 

Thanks to friends and family for all their 
support; especially Nigel and family, without 
whose support 1 couldn’t have managed to get 
through thb. 

God bless you all. X 


I®* GIBBARD 

Alan 

Marjorie, Karen, Marie and Richard would 
like to thank everyone for the many cards 
and messages of sympathy they have received 
from neighbours and friends for their 
support over the last two years. 

Also our thanks to Dr Kavanagh, the District 
Nurses, Marie Curie Cancer Care and 
Reverend Phil Hibbert for a meaningful service. 
We feel blessed to have known 
so many kind people. 




BAKER 

Derek 

Margaret would like to thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their messages of sympathy, floral 
tributes and donations. Special thanks to the staff of 
Ward E2 Llandough Hospital. Also, thanks to 
W James & Sons and Reverend Malcolm Davies. 


JAYNES 

Barbara May 

Sadly on Sunday 10th March 2013 at Milsom 
House Nursing Home, St Athan, Barbara a very 
much loved wife of Tom passed away after a 
long illness. God Bless Babs. You will always be 
remembered and never forgotten. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday March 26th, service 
and cremation at 11.00am at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu if desired to the Alzheimers Society 
c/o J W James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 






ROSA KEELING 

19th June 1912 - 17th March 2013 

Died peacefully on Sunday night. 
Cremation at Cardiff and Glamorgan Memorial Park 
on Wednesday, 27th March at 2.15pm. 
Friends welcome at the cremation. 

Family flowers only, please. 

Donations if desired to 
www.epilepsy.org.uk/involved/donations 


BROWN 

Adrian Paul 

Hilary and family wish to express their gratitude to 
all who attended Adrian's funeral. 

Thanks for the nursing care at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, also thank you to family, friends, neighbours 
and work colleagues at Cardiff Council for their 
support and help. The family are also grateful to Mr 
Spencer, the head teacher, school governors, staff and 
pupils of Queen Elizabeth High School, Carmarthen. 

Also, thank you to the staff at Thomas Brothers 
funeral services, St Brides Major and Reverend John 
Garland for a personal and heartfelt service. 



mm - 

r GOODALL 

Amelia Agnes 

Amelia’s daughter Patricia would like to thank, all 
who attended the funeral service, for the many cards 
and messages of support, and the donations kindly 
sent for Ty Hafan. 

Special thanks go to Reverend David Juliff for his 
comforting service, to all the staff at Milsom House for 
the wonderful care given to Amelia, and to Carole and 
her colleagues at W A Brown & Son. 



Newton 

John 

Much loved and 
missed. 

Love always, 
Shirley & Kim xxx 


The GEM 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 




MISSING CAT 

Black & White 

Missing since Friday 
March 1 st from 
the Gibbonsdown 
area, Barry. 

If you have any 
information please 
contact 

01446 406044 





COLLIER 
Karen ® Michael 

Congratulations on 
your Pearl 
Wedding " 

Anniversary 

on March 26. 

Lots of love, Mam ® Dad. xxx 



mT Janice & John ^ 
1^ Shapland ^ 

are pleased to announce 
^ the marriage of their 
daughter 

Ceri to Gareth Toutt 

on March 23rd 2013. 

Wishing you both health & happiness. 

Well done Mam & Dad 
Love you lots Toby-Ray 





MOt ^ 



Middc^n 
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Barry 
Bombettes 
grind out 
hard-fought 
victory 


ON a bright sunny 
afternoon, Barry 
Bombettes eagerly 
awaited their final 
group Cup match 
against Blaenau 
Gwent at the 
Reservoir Fields. 

Following two 
deserved victories and 
with the knowledge that 
a win would secure a 
home quarter final tie, 
Barry started the game 
brisldy; but several 
missed tackles later 
resulted in a Blaenau 
breakaway score under 
the posts against the run 
of play. 

This temporarily 
knocked the home team 
confidence and a few 
minutes later, the tow¬ 
ering Blaenau No 8 
picked up from the back 
of a scrum in the Barry 
22 and powered her way 
over for an unconverted 
try. 

Barry started taking 
control of the break¬ 
down area, and then 
Richards started her 
mazy strong running. 

Forcing the away side 
backwards, centre Jones 
spotted a gap and drove 
into the Blaenau 22. She 
wasn’t to be thwarted 
and with at least two 
Blaenau defenders try¬ 
ing to tackle her, she 
powered over the line. 
The conversion was 
duly converted by 
Richards, to make it 7- 
12 . 

Barry were well and 
truly back in the game 
and centre Jones again 
managed to power over 
for an equalising try. 

Both teams battled 
hard to regain the lead 
as the second half began 
and the game remained 
tied until the final 15 
minutes, with a Blaenau 
infringement allowing 
Richards to slot over a 
penalty from the 22. 

Thoughts of Barry 
opening up a comfort¬ 
able gap were dashed 
almost immediately as 
the away side showed 


why they are in a league 
above as they scored a 
converted try to make it 
15-19. 

Again Barry refused 
to lie down and 
Williams picked up and 
bulldozed her way 
through to touch down; 
the conversion was nar¬ 
rowly missed. 

A Blaenau Gwent 
penalty bounced back 
off the Barry upright 
and Barry were then 
subjected to immense 
pressure right on their 
own try line but the 
final whistle blew for a 
final score of 20-19 

Team: Hill, O’Neill, 
Britton, K Jones (c), 
Rees, Bannister, Potter, 
Cole, Yapp, Williams, 
Garner-Joel, Boffy, 
Cahill, Richards, 
Horne. Replacements: 
Phillips, Cushen, 

Beare, Waller, Kronda, 
B Jones. 

Barry woman of the 
match went to Jones and 
Blaenau Gwent chose 
Richards 

The management 
would like to congratu¬ 
late the whole team for 
a gutsy performance and 
a well deserved third 
group victory. Special 
mention to our debutant 
Kronda Potter on her 
first start and the return¬ 
ing Waller; thanks to 
Rachel Baron for the 
lovely food. 

We are always look¬ 
ing for new players, no 
experience needed. We 
train at the Barry RFC 
clubhouse 7pm Tuesday 
and Thursday at 7.45pm 
at the Bryn Hafren 
Astroturf pitch. 

The next match is 
the quarter final of the 
Bowl/Shield against 
Gorseinon this Sunday, 
March 24, kick off 
2.00pm; come up and 
support your local team. 

AM 


Bridgend MP’s 
support for 
Earth Hour 


MADELEINE 
MOON, the MP for 
the Bridgend con¬ 
stituency showed 
her support for 
energy powered by 
nature, as part of 
WWF’s Earth 
Hour 2013. 

Members of 
Parliament were asked 
to put wind, wave, and 
solar power symbols 
on a UK weather map 
to symbolise the need 
for more renewable 
energy - to help pro¬ 


tect our planet. 

She said: 

“WWF’s Earth 
Hour is a simple idea 
that brings together 
millions of people 
across the globe who 
all care about one 
thing - our planet. 

“If we are serious 
about shaping a better 
future for generations 
to come, then we need 
to act now. I would 
encourage everyone to 
get involved and 
switch their lights off 
for an hour at 8.30pm 
on March 23.” 
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Rhoose lifeguards are ‘Masters’ of the Welsh 
Stillwater competition for second year r u nning 
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FOLLOWING a 
successful weekend 
for the Nippers at 
the Welsh 
Stillwater 
Championships, it 
was the turn of the 
junior, senior and 
masters teams 
from Rhoose 
Lifeguards to com¬ 
pete. 

Taking place over the 
weekend of March 2/3, 
at Wales National Pool, 
Swansea, all age groups 
took part the annual 
competition which 
includes a number of 


individual and relay 
races combining swim¬ 
ming and lifesaving 
techniques. 

The Stillwaters marks 
the start of the Surf Life 
Saving calendar of 
events for the year and 
Rhoose got off to a very 
rewarding start led by 
team manager Lee 
Perry. 

The day’s races start¬ 
ed with the junior team, 
managed by junior Co¬ 
ordinator Steve Baker. 

He and his team have 
worked very hard over 
the winter improving 
lifesaving and racing 
techniques and swim¬ 


ming stamina. The 
Juniors’ training paid 
off with the team 
achieving a very com¬ 
mendable fifth position 
against some tough 
competition. 

Steve commented: 
“Well done on the 
efforts of all our juniors, 
some of whom compet¬ 
ed for the first time in 
this competition. 

“We are all very 
proud of how well you 
did over the two days.” 

The seniors team, 
comprising of Rhys and 
Simon Perry, achieved 
some very good times 
in the individual races 
and were aided in the 
relay races by members 
of the juniors and mas¬ 
ters team. 

Achieving a high 
overall position was 
always going to be dif¬ 
ficult with a team of 
two competitors but 
both Rhys and Simon 
put in a great effort and 
finished in sixth place 
overall. 

Rhys Perry also raced 
in the 50m sprint swim 
and achieved an excel¬ 
lent time of 26.10secs, 
coming sixth out of 49 
swimmers. 

Finally the masters 
team, captained by 
Simon Parker, were 
keen to match last 
year’s first place suc¬ 
cess. 

The team made up of 
16 competitors (allow¬ 
ing for four relay teams) 
across all age groups; 


Lions’ curry 
and quiz night 
a successs 

BARRY AND PENARTH Lions Club 
recently hosted a ‘curry and quiz’ night at 
the St. Andrews Major Golf club. 

More than 60 guests took part, and enjoyed chef 
Gareth's amazing array of delicious curries 

£350 was raised, some of which was from the raf¬ 
fle and the contestants attempting to correctly 
answer the ‘Spot Question’ on how many species of 
sharks there were! 

Everyone had a most enjoyable evening, and the 
money raised will all go to local causes. 

Barry & Penarth Lions Club is always happy to 
welcome new members and supporters. 

Anyone wishing to obtain more information about 
the club or the Lions organisation can phone Barry 
& Penarth president Jude Warren on 0845 833 6742 
or 07913296879. JW 


over 30s, 40s and 50s 
put in a great effort to 
win the master’s trophy 
for the second year run¬ 
ning. 

With some great indi¬ 
vidual and relay races 
the masters’ ‘team spir¬ 
it’ was on show 
throughout the two 
days. 

Simon Parker con¬ 
gratulated all those in 
the team and particular¬ 
ly those competing for 
the first time. 

Of the 17 clubs who 
competed at the 
Stillwaters, Rhoose, 
with the combined 
results of the juniors, 
seniors and masters 
teams, achieved an 
overall position of third 
place. 

Rhoose team manag¬ 
er Lee Perry, junior co¬ 
ordinator Steve Baker 
and club captain Simon 
Parker, would like to 
thank all of the com¬ 
petitors from all age 
groups as well as the 
parents and supporters 
who helped with time¬ 
keeping and other duties 
over the course of the 
competition. 

Thank you also to 
Elaine Edgerton for 
photographing the 


events of the competi¬ 
tion... 

Well done everybody 
and thanks for your 
continued support. 

RESULTS 

A list of the medal 
winners in individual 
events are as follows: 

Junior team: Kelsea 
Peterson - Silver 
Manikin Carry with 
Fins. Emily Baker - 
Silver Manikin Carry 
with Fins, Bronze 
Manikin Tow with Fins. 
Ben Owen - Silver 
Manikin Tow with Fins 

Masters team: 
Heddus Davies - Silver 
Rescue Medley. Jon 
Foster - Bronze 
Manikin Carry, Silver 
Manikin Carry with 
Fins, Bronze Manikin 
Tow with Fins, Silver 
Rescue Medley. Karen 
O’Donoghue-Harris - 
Gold Manikin Carry, 
Gold Manikin Carry 
with Fins, Silver 
Manikin Tow with Fins. 
Sian Frith - Bronze 
Manikin Carry, Bronze 
Manikin Carry with 
Fins, Bronze Manikin 
Tow with Fins, Gold 
Rescue Medley. Jon 
Martlew - Gold 
Manikin Tow with Fins. 
John Arnold - Bronze 


Manikin Carry, Bronze 
Rescue Medley. Steve 
Baker - Bronze 
Manikin Carry with 
Fins. Simon Parker - 
Silver Manikin Carry 
with Fins. Janine 
Cordy - Gold Manikin 
Carry with Fins. 

Many more medals 
were won in the pairs 
and team relay events; 
teams: 

Junior team: Lauren 
Blake, Kathryn 
Gardner, Kirby Redrup, 
Sara Philips, Kelsea 
Peterson, Ben Owen, 
William Parker, Finn 
Rees, Sam Broughton, 
Alex Parry, Emily 
Baker, Ruby Redrup, 
Georgia Wall, Tayla 
Edgerton, Laura 
Braggins, Ellie 
Peterson. 

Senior team: Rhys 
Perry, Simon Perry. 

Masters team: 

Heddus Davies, Jon 
Foster, Jon Martlew, 
Karen O’Donoghue- 
Harris, Sian Frith, Sarah 
Bryant, Sue Blake, 
Michele Wall, John 
Arnold, Steve Baker, 
Simon Parker, Andy 
Wall, Janine Cordy, 
Melissa Downton, Paul 
Gardner, Jason Redrup. 

JF 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your news, 
views and sports reports - email them 

to: gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 
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ABOVE: The Mazda 3. 

the floor, much as I 
wanted to, otherwise I 
would have lost control. 

As per usual, morning 


sive, just how it should 
be. 

I used to own a 
Mazda Xedos 6, 2-litre 


frustrating, with even 
more motorists when it 
rains. It’s one of those 
days when every traffic 
light turns to red. 

I take a scenic back 
route and join the motor¬ 
way at as late a junction 
as possible in an attempt 
to avoid the typical snarl 
ups and accidents. 

We crawl on to the 
side road joining the 
motorway and then 
thankfully there’s a gap 
in the monotony. 

No sooner have I seen 
it and carefully pushed 
the accelerator than 
we’re there, with the 
equivalent effortless 
stealth of a cheetah. 

Why is it that so 
many drivers insist on 
hogging the outside lane 
when the other two are 
faster flowing? It’s very 
frustrating but eventually 
the driver in front gets 
the message. 

And so they should, 
the aggressively styled 
MPS has a bulbous air 
vent in the bonnet, even 
making the driver of a 
during my commute on a Porsche, I spy, wary. The 
dreary winter’s day, I six-speed gearbox is a 
was unable to push the joy, being stiff and deci- 
accelerator all the way to 


rush hours are incredibly V6 and bitterly miss the 


Plenty of power, 

but too cramped 
for the family 

T he legendary 
GolfGTi 
often seems 
to be the bench¬ 
mark for other hot 
hatch manufactur¬ 
ers to follow. 

Rarely do any surpass 
the high standard set by 
the German manufactur¬ 
er; but, pleasingly, there 
might just be a chal¬ 
lenger in the form of the 
Mazda 3. 

We’re not talking 
about the standard 
model, though, but the 
MPS, which boasts a 
2.3-litre turbo 260bhp 
engine and rockets from 
0 to 60mph in an eye¬ 
watering 6.1 seconds. 

We’d better discuss 
the difference between 
PS and BHP: PS or 
Pferdestarke is German 
for horse strength and 
most of us know that 
BHP is Brake Horse 
Power. 

PS is a slightly higher 
figure than BHP, but 
there’s not much in it. 

Stick an M in front of 
the PS, perhaps for 
major or mighty, and 
you have the Mazda 3 
MPS. 

It’s got the where¬ 
withal to leave a Golf 
GTi at the traffic lights. 

You have to be careful, 
though, because it is 
front wheel drive and 
while pushing this phe¬ 
nomenal amount of 
power through those 
front wheels can be a 
great source of fun, it 
can also be quite lethal, 
especially when the 
roads are wet. 

Suffice to say, that 


A lot can happen 
in seven days... 


WHAT a difference 
seven days 
make. 


can 


team immediately above 
them, Pontypridd 

Phoenix, and could only 

ThrCambits travelled 

five boards. 

This leaves them 
stranded five points from 


to play the Cardiff 
Cavaliers and recorded a 
3-2 victory; seven days 
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later the Quarks travelled with only three 

to play the Cardiff 


Cavaliers and duly lost 3- 

2 . 

What is even more 


for the Gambits seems 
inevitable. 

In division I the 


galling is that the Quarks bosons had a pod victo- 
had a stronger team than O' over Caerphilly &ngs 
the Gambits and the and remain m third place. 
Cavaliers had a weaker , With only tteee games 
team against the Quarks to play the Bosons 
than they put out against seem likely to finish in 
the Gambits. fourth place but are capa- 

Even more disconcert- turning in good 

ing was that two of our performances and third 
players played in both place is still a possible 
matches. For the finish - this would not 
Gambits Dave Mahoney have seemed likely a few 


and Phil Jones 
recorded wins. 

Seven days later both 


both weeks ago. 

For more details visit 
our website: barrychess- 


players were on lower club.yolasite.com. 
boards and had colours The Barry Chess Club 
reversed but actually meets each Monday at 
took on the same oppo- their home venue of The 
nents as in the previous West End Club, St 
match. This time howev- Nicholas Road, Barry, 
er they were only able to CF62 6QY with matches 
record a half point for a starting at 7:30pm; new 
draw between them. players of all ages and 
The Gambits then had standards are welcomed. 


a home match against the 


PJ 


style and handling of 
that car. But the MPS 
easily matches it and 
brings a smile to the face 
just as that used to, and 
the ride is hard and 
sporty, too. 

It’s a real joy. The 
front electrically heated 
leather bucket seats are 
comfy and it has a useful 
cruise control. The Bose 
sound system and elec¬ 
trically folding wing 
mirrors are a distinct 
advantage. 

A criticism that I have 
always had of Mazdas as 
a whole, is the poor use 
of interior space. 
Consider the size of the 
Mazda 3 and it is disap¬ 
pointing that conditions 
are nothing short of 
cramped inside as you 
can see from the video at 
testdrives.biz. 

The reason for this is 
that the dashboard takes 
up a considerable chunk 
of room and if this was 
cut back, space in the 
front would be 
improved. 

The second reason is 
that the boot is really 
pretty large and an inch 
or two could be lost here 
without anyone batting 
an eyelid. This would 
give rear passengers 
more space. 

It’s not unreasonable 
for the driver of this car 
to want to transport two 
children in their car 
seats, in this case 
Harriett (two) and Heidi 
(one week). 

Harriett has a com¬ 
fortable but cumbersome 
front facing Cosatto car 
seat while Heidi has a 
rear facing Britax. 
Harriett, especially, 
needs her legroom, oth¬ 
erwise wife Caroline is 
kicked in the back. 

All of this results in 
Caroline and I having 
our seats pushed forward 
to an uncomfortable 
degree. 

It’s not so bad for me 
but for Caroline, who 
has to contend with the 
intrusion of the dash¬ 
board, it’s not the best 
experience. 

So, performance 
aside, when compared to 
the Golf GTI, the 3 MPS 
does not score as highly 
simply because of the 
poor use of interior 
space. With the best will 
in the world it’s not one 
for the family. 

OTRfrom: £23,995 

0 to 60mph: 6.1 secs 

Top speed: 155mph 

Economy: 30mpg 

Road tax: £600 


Rhoose Nippers start 
competition season 
with a personal best 



ABOVE: The boys’ relay team 


ON Sunday, 
February 24, the 
Nippers from 
Rhoose Lifeguards 
Club took part in 
the Welsh Stillwater 
competition in the 
Wales International 
Pool, Swansea. 

Rhoose Nippers made 
an excellent start to 2013 
by coming second over¬ 
all. The nippers have 
achieved third and fourth 
position in recent years, 
so reaching second place 
was a great result for the 
children and nipper co¬ 
ordinator Liz Wong. 

Liz congratulated the 
nippers, coaches and 
parents by saying: “A 
massive well done to all 
of our nippers who com¬ 
peted. You are a credit to 
the club. Thank you also 
to Michael Goode, who 
is becoming a regular 
nipper photographer, for 
capturing the events of 
the day.” 

For first timers, the 
Stillwaters can be quite a 
challenge and the club 
would like to congratu¬ 
late Gwenno Goode, 
Lena Davies, Elena 



Cai Beasley 


Gibson, Benedict 
Griffin, Cai Beasley, 
Moli Lyons, Eloise 
Strange, Ella Bulmer, 
Louie Gwatkin, Jai 
Gerrish, Helen Jenkins 
and Dyfan Goode on 
their first pool competi¬ 
tion. 

A list of the medal 
winners in individual 
events are as follows: 

Cai Beasley - bronze 
flipper race, bronze 
manikin carry, bronze 
board race; Lena Davies 
- bronze manikin carry, 
bronze board race; 
Gwenno Goode - silver 
board race; Evie Wong - 
silver flipper race, 
bronze manikin carry. 


bronze board race; 

Emily Parker - silver 
flipper race, silver 
manikin carry; dan 
Davies - silver board 
race; Oliver Wong - 
bronze flipper race, 
bronze manikin carry, 
gold board race; Jessica 
Wadey - gold flipper 
race, silver manikin 
carry, silver board race; 
File Peterson - bronze 
manikin carry. 

Many more medals 
were won in the team 
relay events: Nipper 
team: Gwenno Goode, 
Lena Davies, Elena 
Gibson, Benedict Griffin, 
Cai Beasley, Evie Wong, 
Yasmin Davies, Moli 
Lyons, Eloise Strange, 
Ella Bulmer, Louie 
Gwatkin, Emily Parker, 
Kiera Harris, Emily 
Davies, Lisa Grice, Will 
Odgers, Jai Gerrish, 
Brooke Peterson, Alice 
Kember, Liberty Brooks, 
dan Davies, Ethan 
Wall, Sam Griffin, Taran 
Downton, Helen Jenkins, 
Oliver Wong, Jessica 
Wadey, Elle Peterson, 
Ruby Redrup, Alfie 
Davies, Dyfan Goode, 
Jason Grice. 



Lena Davies and Gwenno Goode 



Keira Harris and Yasmin Davies 


Bowlers 
shine 
in north 
Wales 


MEMBERS of Cowbridge 
Bowling Club have just returned 
from a successful trip to 
Bodelwyddan Castle, north 
Wales. 

Three teams reached the quarter¬ 
final stage, with Gerwyn Watkins, 
Sue Flower, John and May Jones 
sadly losing to a team from north 
Devon. 

Our other two teams had to play 


against each other and ended with 
Janet Morton, Dorothy and Clive 
Pritchard and Guy Morton (skip) 
losing to Terry and Shirley 
Duns worth, and Ron and Joy 
Woolford (skip), who then reached 
the championship final. 

Joy and her team played an excit¬ 
ing final, well supported by all of 
our members, and went on to win 
the championship by 11 shots to 9. 


Many thanks to Sue Flower for 
arranging another enjoyable bowls 
holiday. 

The outdoor season starts on the 
April 1, and the ladies’ first game 
with new captain Lynda Wilson will 
be a mixed match at home to 
Penarth. The men, under new cap¬ 
tain Guy Morton, play Gelligaled at 
home; here's to a sunny and suc¬ 
cessful season! NJW 
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ELEVEN HOUR 
ROUND TRIP 
PAYS OFF FOR 
KENFIG’S JOHN! 


KENFIG HILL 
trainer John Flint 
made an eleven 
hour round trip to 
Fakenham with his 
six-year-old 
Rowlestone Lad 
last Friday and the 
12-1 outsider, rid¬ 
den by his son 
Rhys, landed the 
Totepool Fakenham 
Silver Cup 
Handicap Hurdle 
getting home by the 
shortest official dis¬ 
tance - a nose. 

Rowlestone Lad, 
which was Flint's only 
runner at the meeting, 
despite back peddling 
after hitting the last 
obstacle held off the 
challenge of 25-1 chance 
Shannon Spirit. 

Meanwhile at mud 
soaked Ffos Las on 
Saturday, Llancarfan's 
Evan Williams took the 
opening National Hunt 
Maiden Hurdle with his 


six-year-old Still 
Believing which came in 
at odds of 20-1. 

BRACE'S 

HAT-TRICK 

David Brace, of the 
Dunraven Stud in Pyle, 
who was awarded an 
OBE in the New Years' 
Honours List, saddled 
the last three winners 
at the Tivyside Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases on 
Sunday. 

He took the restricted 
race with 

Bringonthebranston and 
both divisions of the 
open maiden race with 
Mystical Rose and 
Dunraven Prince. 

All three were ridden 
by 18-year-old Bradley 
Gibbs who rides out for 
Aberthin's Tim Vaughan. 
Bradley also won the 
intermediate race on 
Monica O' Sullivan's 
Bens Moor which is 
trained by Tim's brother 
William. 

Cowbridge's James 


Cowbridge 
darts league 
round-up 


ON Tuesday, March 
12, with Llanharry 
winning only 7-2 
against the Hare 
and Hounds, the 
Edmondes B 

strengthen their 
grip on top spot 
,beating the Old 
Post Ladies 8-1. 

The Hare and Hounds’ 
defeat enabled the 
Edmondes A, by defeat¬ 
ing the Came Arms 6-3, 
to consolidate their third 
place position. At the 
other end of the league 
table, with the Cross Inn 
losing 4-5 to the Earmers 
Arms, the bottom team, 
the Highwayman Inn, 
jumped two places by 
winning away 5-4 
against the White Lion. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings: Edmondes B (84 


points), Llanharry (82), 
Edmondes A (68), Hare 
and Hounds (60), White 
Lion (51), Earmers Arms 
(49), Came Arms (48), 
Highwayman Inn (40), 
Cross Inn (39), Old Post 
Ladies (37). 

On March 26 a full 
programme of league 
matches is scheduled; 
Edmondes B host the 
White Lion, Came Arms 
host the Earmers Arms, 
Hare & Hounds host the 
Old Post Ladies, 
Llanharry host the 
Edmondes A and the 
Highwayman Inn host 
the Cross Inn. All match¬ 
es start at 8.30pm and 
spectators are always 
welcome. 

Up-to-date informa¬ 
tion can be found on the 
website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PT 
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Tudor, riding the long 
odds-on favourite Rosies 
Peacock in the men's 
open race, came home 
three lengths ahead of 
Connor Elint's mount 
Carrick Oscar. 

Only three mnners 
faced the starter for the 
ladies' open race which 
was thought to be a 
match between prolific 
winners Chesnut Annie 
and Oca De Thai. 

But Wyn Morris' Pair 
Point, the 10-1 outsider, 
ridden by Lucy Jones, 
appeared to be going the 
better when the other 
two mnners, who were 
about four or five 
lengths behind, came 
down at the penultimate 
fence. 

Eric Clough's Pathian 
Prince, partnered by 
Wayne Maskill, got 
home by a head in the 
confined race from 
David Brace's Silver 
Token. It was a close run 
race as Sumak was a fur¬ 
ther head away in third 
place. 

Brian Llewellyn's 
Wiston Dreamer, ridden 
by Alan Johns, easily 
accounted for sole rival 
Seal Island in the mem¬ 
bers' race. 

GLAMORGAN 

HUNT 

Hunt racing enthusiasts 
will be flocking to 
Ystradowen on 

Saturday for the 
Glamorgan Hunt Point- 
To-Point Steeplechases 
and one man who is 
hoping to have a win¬ 
ner there is Andy 
Quick, host of the 
Greendown Inn, who 
owns and trains the 
popular grey My Fella. 

When My Pella won at 
Bonvilston last year, 
Andy said: "It was a most 
wonderful feeling. I was 
so excited. We collected 
our prizes and had a few 
drinks to celebrate. By 
the evening I was in no 
fit state to do my pub 
duties, which meant my 
wife and eldest daughter 
Zoe had to do the cook¬ 
ing and mn the busy bar 
between them." 

Tim Vaughan told 
him: “You've done it. 
You don't know what you 
have achieved. People 
take years to train a win¬ 
ner and you've done it in 
your first year." 

Andy had a two page 
spread dedicated to his 
success in John Beasley's 
Big Green Annual which 
can be obtained from 
www.paleface- 
point2point.co.uk. 

Pirst race is the mem¬ 
bers race at 2pm and 
there will be a parade of 
hounds during the after¬ 
noon. 

BRIAN LEE 


Cowbridge under-12s 
back to winning ways - 

but mixed day for under-7s 


ON a lovely Sunday 
morning, on the 
market fields, 
Cowbridge under- 
12s got back to win¬ 
ning ways, with a 
hard fought 15-12 
victory over Ystrad 
Rhondda. 

With a number of late 
withdrawals from the 
Cowbridge pack, the 
boys knew they were in 
for a physical morning 
against a much bigger 
Ystrad pack. 

The game’s opening 
try came from a great 
break by the Cowbridge 
scrum half, loan 
Williams. Williams 
threw a couple of dum¬ 
mies followed by a great 
side step to put himself in 
the clear. 

A good tackle by the 


Ystrad fullback stopped 
Williams in his tracks 
deep inside the Ystrad 
22. Quick recycled ball, 
allowed the Cowbridge 
open side, Ben Jones, to 
collect the ball and 
power through the 
scrambling Y strad 
defence for the game’s 
opening try. 

This opening score 
seemed to give 
Cowbridge some 

renewed belief in their 
ability to run with the 
ball. Evan Thomas, the 
Cowbridge fly half was 
getting his backs moving 
with some deft passing. 

Prom one of these 
passes his inside centre, 
Barny Langdon-Cryer, 
made a powerful run into 
the Ystrad midfield. 
Rather than use his cus¬ 
tomary sidestep. 


Langdon-Cryer took the 
direct route running into 
a number of defenders. 

Ruben Williams, the 
Cowbridge number 8, 
took the ball from the 
breakdown down the 
blind side to score in the 
comer unopposed. 

Ystrad did not let their 
heads drop and started to 
use their much larger 
pack to their advantage, 
whenever possible off¬ 
loading the ball to their 
two biggest players. The 
Cowbridge defence was 
incredibly brave and no 
one ducked out of a tack¬ 
le or their responsibility 
to put their bodies on the 
line. 

After absorbing a few 
minutes of Ystrad attack, 
Cowbridge blindside 
flanker, lestyn Penn, 
came away with a great 


First win of the season 
for Llantwit under-15s 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-15s 
welcomed Bridgend 
Sports to The Rec 
on Sunday. 

They produced a 
superb and fully commit- 
ed performance to record 
their first win of what has 
been a dificult season for 
the squad. 

Prom the whistle 
Llantwit showed their 
intent by winning 
turnover ball with an 
excellent chase which 
forced a handling error 
from the Sports players. 

The Llantwit back line 
which was well mar¬ 
shalled by half backs 
Steffen Godwin & lestyn 
Jones looked to move the 
ball from the resulting 
scmm but the Sports 
defence held firm to clear 
the ball to touch. 

The Llantwit pack 
then made their first 
impact of the game with 
a clean lineout win which 
was quickly recycled to 
the backs to use and cen¬ 
tre Liam Sloan crashed 
over wide out for the 
opening try. 

The conversion hit the 
post but Llantwit had 
made a massive state¬ 
ment of intent and had 
more importantly turned 
pressure in to points. 

Sports quickly recov¬ 
ered but the Llantwit for¬ 
wards began to win dom¬ 
inance at the set piece. 
An attacking scrum on 


the Sports 22 saw the 
backs execute a superb 
move with dummy run¬ 
ners coming from all 
directions; the defence 
missed Joe Bunt on a 
switch and allowed him 
to score under the posts. 

Somehow the usually 
reliable Jones missed the 
conversion but the 10-0 
half time score was a fair 
reflection on the balance 
of play. 

The second half start¬ 
ed in much the same way 
as the first had, both 
sides looking to punch 
holes and again both 
sides defending well. As 
the Sports soaked up the 
pressure gaps began to 
appear and once again 
Tyler Lewis broke the 
gain line tackles and 
found himself in open 
field. 

He was eventually 
hauled to ground on the 
22, but a rapid recycle of 
the ball saw the backs get 
the ball to Liam Sloan for 
his second try under the 
posts. 

This time Jones made 
no mistake with the con¬ 
version to stretch the lead 
to 17. 

To their credit 
Bridgend got stuck in 
and stormed back in to 
the game with a convert¬ 
ed try of their own to nar¬ 
row the gap. 

Eventually the home 
side’s dominance told 
with Liam Sloan crash¬ 
ing over out wide for his 


hat-trick try. 

Jones made sure of the 
conversion to ensure the 
result would be 
Llantwit’s first win of the 
season and as the game 
entered it's final few min¬ 
utes Bridgend fought 
hard and were rewarded 
with a try with the final 
play. 

The final score of 24- 
12 was a fair reflection of 
the home side’s domi¬ 
nance over a Bridgend 
Sports side who never 
gave up. 

The squad have stuck 
together through some 
difficult times this season 
and have never let their 
heads drop. The coaching 
team would like to say a 
massive thank you and 
well done to a superb 
bunch of boys who have 
worked their socks off to 
turn things around. 

Squad: Todd Oldfield. 
Rhodri Miskin. Jake 
Haslett. Liam Sloan. Joe 
Bunt. lestyn Jones. 
Steffen Godwin. Tom 
Davey. Cory Campbell. 
Tyler Lewis. Connor 
Davies. Callum 

Stephens. Rhys Cooke. 
Will Rees. Toby Walker. 
Cieran West. Owen 
Jauncey. Alex Hill. 
Richard Dangerfield. 
Max Croucher. Morgan 
Thomas. 

TJ 


Bowls 

meeting 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR Bowls 
Club ladies section 
will hold their pre¬ 
season meeting on 
Monday, March 25 
in the pavilion at 
11.00am. 

New members are wel¬ 
come and coaching is 
available for those who 
have not bowled before. 

KJ 


" ChipsAway " 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓^Quick i/Convenient ✓^Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit 

^ www.chipsaway.co.uk 



turnover and offloaded to 
Thomas who put in a 
huge clearing kick. 

Jack Dixon was the 
first Cowbridge player to 
the ball who hacked it on, 
deep into the Y strad half. 
Ystrad managed to get 
back into defence to stop 
the try. 

However, with all the 
Cowbridge forwards 
playing with great pur¬ 
pose, Luke Conner drove 
into the Ystrad defence 
and delivered a pop pass 
off the floor (something 
they had been practising 
in training) to 
R.Williams, who made 
the vital decision to pass 
onto Brad Downes. 

Downes made a few 
sidesteps but was tackled 
just short of the line. 
Downes managed to get 
the ball away to 
Langdon-Cryer for an 
easy try. Half time score: 
Cowbridge 15 - Ystrad 
Rhondda 0. 

The second half was a 
pure defensive effort 
from Cowbridge but 
eventually, the pressure 
told and the Y strad num¬ 
ber 8 crossed for Ystrad’s 
first try. 15-5. 

Straight from the kick 
off, the same pattern of 
play emerged, with 
Ystrad keeping the ball 
very tight and not letting 
the ball get out of their 
packs hands. 

Once again, even 
though Cowbridge tack¬ 
led hard, with a number 
of their bigger boys miss¬ 
ing size eventually told 
and Ystrad went over for 
their second try, this time 
converted. 

Cowbridge dug deep 
and to their credit fin¬ 
ished the stronger team, 
keeping Ystrad in their 
own 22 for the last five 
minutes of the game. 

Cowbridge unusually 
passed up the opportuni¬ 
ty to score the crucial try 
by blowing a number of 
over laps to take the 
game away from Ystrad. 
However, the boys hung 
on and to their credit got 
back to winning ways. 
Well done boys a hard 
fought 15-12 victory. 

GJ 

Cowbridge under-7’s 
faced tough opposition 
over four matches from 
a well organised team 
from Ystrad Rhondda. 


The away side began 
strongly against Team 1 
with two tries but 
Cowbridge fought back 
with a good try from 
Osian Bruce. 

However missed tags 
cost the team dearly and 
Ystrad continued to add 
to their scores, despite a 
superb individual try 
from loan Phillips who 
ran half the length of the 
pitch to score. Einal score 
5-2 to Ystrad. 

Team 2 got off to an 
excellent start from the 
kick off with some good 
running from Henry 
Whitehouse who cut 
through the defence to 
score.Ystrad kept in the 
game but a solid team 
effort involving Ben 
Stephenson and James 
Lord resulted in Henry 
Pugh driving through the 
opposition to score the 
winning try in a closely 
fought match, giving 
Cowbridge a 2-1 victory. 

Team I’s second game 
saw them get off to a 
similarly strong start 
with Sam Sheppard dart¬ 
ing through to give 
Cowbridge the lead. 
Ystrad quickly respond¬ 
ed but loan Phillips 
charged through to score 
after a great offload from 
Osian. 

Ystrad then ran in 
three unanswered tries 
which made it difficult 
for Team 1 to get back 
into the game. 

Sustained pressure 
from Ollie Gale led to 
Osian adding to his tally 
but Cowbridge lost the 
game 5-3. 

The final match 
involving Team 2 was 
another tight battle. Ben 
Stephenson made a 
determined run and 
passed to Henry 
Whitehouse who ran in 
to score. Ystrad’s attack¬ 
ing style of running 
rugby meant it was 
inevitable they would 
score; however the score¬ 
line would have been 
higher if it had not been 
for the tireless tagging by 
James Lord and Joe 
Davies. 

A try right before the 
final whistle meant 
Cowbridge lost 2-1. Pinal 
overall score 13-8 to 
Ystrad. 

PS 



LANDOWI 



*Yan Sales-Spares-RepairsI 

* Van MOT Preparation I 

• Vehicle Recovery- ’ 

Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




07 07 SKODA Octavia 1.9 TDi PD 
Elegance 5-Dr. Grey, Parking Sensor, 
Alloys, FSH, Dual Climate Control,! 03k. 


07 57 MINI 1.4 One 3-Dr. Blue, 
1/2 Blue Leather, 1 Owner, 6 Speed, 
Air Con, Alloys, 36k. 


08 57 BMW 3 Series 320i SE 2.0 2-Dr. 
Red, Auto, FSH, Sat Nav, Cruise & Climate 
Control, MFSW, Parking Sensor, Alloys, 71k. 


09 09 BMW 1 Series 118D SE 5-Dr 
2.0. Black, Diesel, 1 Owner, 6 Speed, 
£30 Tax 12 Months, FSH, MFSW, 89k. 


05 05 RANGE ROVER 3.0 TDV6 Vogue 4-Dr. Silver, 
Diesel, Auto, FSH, Full Charcoal Leather, Sat Nav, 
Cruise & Climate Control and Much More, 99k. 



08 58 VW Passat 1.9 Bluemotion TDi DPF 
5-Dr Estate. Silver, Diesel, FSH, Cruise 
Control, Air Con, CD Player, Bluetooth, 93k. 


10 59 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Edge 5-Dr. 
Black, Diesel, 1 owner, £30 Tax 12 
Months, FSH, Air Con, 67k. 


08 58 CITROEN 03 1.4HDi Rhythm 
5-Dr. Grey, Diesel, Air Con, CD Player, 
Dual Sunroof, 78k. 


10 60 VW Transporter 2.0 3 Seats 5-Dr. 
White, Diesel, Black Alloys, 1 Owner, 
CD Player, Fully Plylined, 76k. 


08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0 SE 4-Dr 
Powershift. Blue, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 
MFSW, Climate Control, Alloys, 82k. 


£6,690 


£6,690 


£5,190 


£10,490 + VAT 


£7,790 


735555 www.abcarsalesltci.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff • Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting corners or quanty 

RAC inspected Garage vt/ith 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT ^proval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs. Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting arnl Bodywork; 

H the dealer can do it, so can we! 



I ■ DPD JLI/I l/f /) 5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
I M Ir InCCr vwvw.permoveo.ltd.uk 

I m EURO SPECIALISTS OSOO 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full lealner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 



10 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4 SE Auto 

Met Blue, one owner, 38,000 miles, host of extras. 

£7,995 



09 Nissan Micro 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£4,995 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list .. 

.£59,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

60 MERCEDES C250 CGi Sport Blue Efficiency 
Automatic. In black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles, 
looks fantastic .£19,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£11,495 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£7,695 

54 JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style +. In met blue, 23,000 miles, low 

running costs.£6,495 

07 VAUXHALL Zafira Energy 1.9 CDTi 7-Seater. In met 

grey, 20,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at.£6,495 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£5,995 

11 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

56 SEAT Leon FRTDi 170bhp. In black, fast, economical 

5-dr hatch .£5,995 

06 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 

with pan roof .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 
insurance.£5,995 

57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 
owners.£5,695 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 

alloys .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 

with a/c, cd, alloys .£4,995 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 
with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 


07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 

miles with air con.£4,995 

56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible In 
silver, 44,000 miles, low running costs.£4,495 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.5DCi Dynamique. In met blue, 
59,000 miles, 1 owner, full glass roof.£4,295 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

03 MERCEDES C200 Komp Classic SE Auto in silver with 

grey leather, 79,000 miles .£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with leather, 

83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol/LPG.£3,995 

55 PEUGEOT 307 S 5-Dr HDi (110). In black, 43,000 mile 

family diesel hatch at.£3,695 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr in met blue. Ideal 

family hatch at .£3,495 

05 PEUGEOT 206 SE 1.6 5-dr in electric blue, 51,000 
miles, a/c, c/d, etc .£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr in dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Edge 5-Dr. In met. blue, 57,000 miles, 

1 owner with air con.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,695 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. In silver mint, 80,000 

miles .£2,695 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-Dr. In silver with full 
leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 

miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£1,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-Dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav 

£11,495 



02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto 

In black with black leather, 83,000 miles. 
This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG. 

£3,995 



60 MERCEDES C2500, CGi Sport 
Blue Efficiency Automatic 

Black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles 

£19,995 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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AFTER THE GLOOM, WALES 
ON THE COME-BACK TRAIL! 

Now players set to roar for the Lions 


BACK PAGE 
COMMENT 

by Don John 



ABOVE: Alex Cuthbert’s try takes 
the game beyond England’s reach... 
and RIGHT, to the victors the spoils, 
as the Welsh team celebrate their 
fourth championship in nine years 
at a euphoric Millennium Stadium. 

O N the eve of Saturday’s Six 
Nations championship show¬ 
down between Wales and 
England, the British & Irish Lions’ 
coach, Warren Gatland, turned up the 
heat on an already feverishly-expec- 
tant Millennium Stadium in Cardiff - 
by revealing that a third of places on 
the summer tour to Australia were still 
up for grabs. 

“/r is not a ‘trial’ game and yet it IS a trial - 
that’s how it has worked out. For some players, 
there are key match-ups that could weigh up the 
decision... It’s just down to one game...^’ the for¬ 
mer All Black said with deliberate emphasis. 

“There shouldn’t be any lack of motivation...! 
know if I was playing, I would be thinking I have 
a chance to get myself on the plane, and I’m not 
leaving anything in the tank, ” 

Ostensibly, his sudden intervention was no 
more than a simple statement of fact, impar¬ 
tially addressed to players on both sides - but 
that is surely to ignore both the overall con¬ 
text, and the Kiwi’s well known penchant for 
applying human psychology to motivate his 
usual charges - in his daytime job as a canny 
national team coach who knows his Welsh 
players’ particular psyche well. 




A supremely confident England were going 
into this climactic clash as clear favourites to 
clinch their first Grand Slam for 10 years 
and, according to all the hype whipped up by 
the London-based media, they were virtually 
certain to supply the bulk of the Lions’ party 
heading Down Under in June. 

In contrast, Wales - in the absence of head 
coach Gatland, currently seconded to the 
Lions - were still in a slow recovery mode 
from eight morale-draining defeats and a dis¬ 
mal opening Six Nations loss to a nondescript 
Ireland side - which had prematurely ended 
all hope of retaining last year’s Grand Slam 
title. 

True, Wales had since ground out three 
dour wins over France, Italy and Scotland, 
but most pundits predicted they would be no 
match for an England side that had defeated 
world champions New Zealand in the 
autumn, and with four wins under their belt, 
now needed only to score just one point more 
in the game than Wales to claim the 2013 Six 
Nations Grand Slam. 

Former Scotland and Lions coach Jim 
Telfer, who this column noted last week had 
controversially branded Welsh rugby players 
as “lazy”, has been even more scathing about 
England, tetchily describing them as “arro- 
gant, pretentious and condescending — and not 
as good as they think they are... a couple of 
good wins and they think they are world beat¬ 
ers ”. 

Whew! But be that as it may, not for the 
first time, the final Grand Slam hurdle 
proved beyond an England side, in the red 
hot cauldron of a deafeningly-hostile 
Millennium Stadium with the roof closed; and 
there would be eggs on many pundits’ faces at 
the final whistle, after a ruthlessly resolute 
Wales finally shook off the shackles and 
emphatically answered the challenge not to 
“leave anything in the tank” - with a stun¬ 
ning 30-3 triumph over their shaken rivals in 
white. 

Last week, this column concluded with the 
words. ..“Wales know that if they can produce 
anything like the form and style that took them 
to three Grand Slams and a Rugby World Cup 
semi-final, they can approach this Six Nations 
decider with total confidence...Particularly with 
a fervent, sell-out Millennium Stadium crowd 
willing them on. All in all, what an occasion is 
in prospect! ” 

And so it proved. In fact, the writing was on 
the wall almost from the outset, for it was 


immediately clear that there would be no 
repeat of the sluggish, error-strewn opening 
half against Ireland that denied Wales a 
fourth Grand Slam in nine years, as they 
hurled themselves bodily into the fray to 
answer the coaches’ clarion call... ’’Wales 
expects that each man this day will do his duty” 
{with apologies to Horatio Nelson!) 

The first engagement at the scrum, saw the 
Welsh pack, superbly buttressed (as always) 
by the indomitable Adam Jones, quickly gain 
the upper hand over less experienced rivals - 
this would lay the basis for a record-breaking, 
back-to-back win - resulting in three quick- 
fire penalty kick slotted over by the ever-cool 
Leigh Halfpenny, inside the first quarter 

England managed to muster a penalty kick 
of their own, ironically at the scrum, landed 
by outside half Owen Farrell, after the ball 
hobbled in off an upright, but he then failed 
with a second attempted placekick. 

Welsh counterpart, Dan Biggar, was also 
unsuccessful with a drop kick at goal, and a 
first half played at a breathless pace ended 9- 
3 in Wales’ favour. After the change-over, if 
anything, the pace and ferocity of the physical 
exchanges increased as both defences were 
tested to the limit - but there was never any 
risk of this high-octane clash degenerating 
into the kind of drab, error-laden affair that 
had been a depressing feature of a lack-lustre 
tournament. 

From the 50th minute, when Halfpenny 
punished yet another indiscretion to edge 
Wales nine points ahead {they had begun the 
game needing an eight-point margin to retain 
the championship) new self-belief visibly 
swept through a team that have been through 
the mill in recent times. They sensed an epic 
result was now there for the taking - and with 
it a belated golden chance for individuals to 
lay down a decisive marker over leading 
rivals for a coveted place on the Lions’ tour. 

Five minutes later, one of those hopefuls, 
right wing Alex Cuthbert, powered over for a 
try and, after Farrell missed with another 
penalty attempt, Biggar was successful with 
another drop goal attempt. 

The superiority established by a galvanised 
Welsh front five had unleashed the outstand¬ 
ing back row of Toby Faletau, and the new 
‘dynamic duo’ Justin Tipuric and Sam 
Warburton, who completely dominated the 
breakdown area. 

Then it was that physically battered and 
bewildered English heads began to go down 


and with the home team now in almost total 
control of proceedings, Cuthbert thundered 
imperiously over for a second try in the cor¬ 
ner, after being deftly handed a sublime scor¬ 
ing pass by man-of-the-match Tipuric. 

Biggar added the conversion and then com¬ 
pleted the rout with a penalty, for a memo¬ 
rable triumph that has now levelled the 124 
meetings between these two arch rivals 
(which began in 1881) at 56 wins each with 12 
matches drawn. 

More importantly, perhaps, is the fact that 
Warren Gatland can now give full weight to 
Welsh players’ claims for Lions’ selection, 
unfettered by accusations of ‘bias’ levelled at 
his predecessor and compatriot Graham 
Henry., as attention now turns to the tour. 

That surely is a source of satisfaction to the 
Kiwi and his fully vindicated stand-in, Robert 
Howley, looking further ahead - to RWC 2015! 


Quality family fun... 

FAMILY 
SPECIAL 
Easter 
until end 
April 

Families enjoy a round of golf 

1 paying adult - parent or grandparent 
for1 CHILD FREE 

New Ladies Beginner Group 

starting 

Wednesday, 10th April 10am - 11am 

or 

Thursday, 11th April 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

6 LESSONS for £40 

To book your place call 

01656 647926 

EXCELLENTVALUE 
Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and Bank Holidays: 
Prices Retained 

(We’re easy to find - off A48 opposite Bridgend Ford) 
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